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To the truly DrsH0noOURABL E, 
THE 
B ucks, B loods, and Spirit 
75 or THE 


Inferior Claſſes in Great-Britain, 


0CCasion'D BY 


A Peruſal of the following MM IR $. 


GENTLEMEN, 


E have an old Saying amongſt 
us, which, from repeated Ex- 
perience, is become proverbial, 

That the old Wife had never ſought in the 
Oven for her Daughter, had ſhe never 
Choſe that Retreat herſelf; or ſomewhat 
very like it. Now, having. formerly 
been a Brother Buck myſelf, who more 
like to adviſe Noe in the Caſe, d 
Jam? 
. A 2 Guys . 
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"Gives me· Leave to 0 Pen the Ma- 
ligoity of the Planet a true Genius. is 
born under, when, providing him of a 
Spirit, it confines his Operations within 
the Purlieus of ſuch Dependencies, as 
ſerve, indeed, to furniſh him with the 
Uniform of a Blood, but limit him, in 
the Diſplay of his Talents! in the Occu- 1 
a MN 1 


Sven as theſe, are the Graf to 
whom I at preſent addreſs myſelf. As 
for the Bucks of a ſuperior Order, 
Fortune having qualified them for a 
ſteady Proſecution of their Enterprizes, 
"theſe may break Windows, ſcour Bro- 
thels, beat the Watch, raiſe Riots, or 
even turn Mobocks, with a Spirit, hav- 
ing ever a compoſing Julap in their 
Purſes, for purchaſing their Peace from 
the Conſervators of it; and quieting all 
turbulent Clamours againſt them, when 
it {Changes to prove: their Misfortune to 
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DED LOA T NON 
be ſurprized in the Act of Treſpaſs; 
and this, not only once and away, but 


toties quoties, from the. almoſt Inexhauſt- | 
ableneſs of their eee Funds. 


"T's 28 b, we may pronounce the 
Exemplars, for the Imitation of the 
Demi-genii, as I may call them, many 
of which Clais, would not be a Whit. 
leſs famous in Story than thoſe, were 
it not for a confounded Cramp, that 
moſtly. ſeizes them at ſtated Periods, to 
the over-tucning of the Activity they 
at firſt ſet, out with: For not the VEN 
tieſt Monarch on Earth can ſubdue a 
ſingle Nation, without | what we ſtile 
the Sine ws of War, or any longer ap- 
pear before it, than theſe continue in 
Force. No, once enfeeble him of theſe; 


he becomes a ſhorn Sampſon, and er 
but for the Sport of his na, 4 


20 534 

1 then can a Man of Blood, in- 
vigorated by a gallant Spirit, - perpetually 
| Sy 8 Wa 


DE DICAT ION. 
ſpurring him to Action, ſupport him- 
ſelf under a Privation of thoſe Enjoy- 
ments, that heretofore enabled him to 
partakè of the Exceſſes, till proſecuted 
by his Brother Bucks ? His paſt Engage- 
ments have diſqualified him, both Body 
and Spirit, for the Functions of Induſ- 
try; and as a retail Supply will not a- 
voail for his Purpoſes, ſo an Wholeſale 
one muſt be coeur by him; which 
being once reſolved upon, he is no 
longer at a Loſs for ſufficient Motives, 


to draw the whole 1 into 4 pro- 
A Scheme. — 5 


Ps 


Taz Buck, is ever nimble ; the Spi- 
rit, reſtleſs, and the Blood, ever in 
Motion; whilſt the Genii, fait Occaſi- 
ons to their ſeveral Talents: So that, 
which ever of theſe prevails, it denomi- 
nates the Man accordingly ; but as every 
1 2 them diſqualify him for Thought and 
I Sear neſs, (the Nurſes of every Art and 


Science) what Alternative 4 he left 
"= 1 for 


28 | for. ſu ee 1 — nces, but 4 . 
Highway? where meeting with a Trifle 
of other Men's Booty, he enjoys it, but 
nas he did his own; ever in Want of an 
4 1 Increaſe, ' and till lulled in a golden 
Dream, of new Recruits, and Security; 
till ſooner, or later (for the fatal Hour 
X will come) the iron Hand of Juſtice 
ſurprizing him, as it did my Friend 
Parnel, he is burton out of Life igno- 
eee a Martyr to his own n F. m 


9 Wa AT therefore, I would adviſe you 
XZ headlong Gentlemen to, before you en- 
gage yourſelves too deeply i in a thought- 
leſs Gallantry, merely to ape your Su- 
periors, is; every Morning, before you 
riſe, to take the following Recipe, and 
to lye upon your Backs, for at leaſt one 
Hour after it; at all Events, with your 
Eyes open : F or that the leaſt Tenden- 
cy to Drowſineſs in- the Patient, will 
prove deſtructive of the whole * 
of the Preſcription, 
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one Grain and Half of the Quinte/- 
; two Scruples of 


_ common Honeſty; oor F Religion; 
Pound of tbe Elixir of Dili- 
Hanafuls , Tops of 


gence z 
Forecaſt; and fix Pennyworth of 


o 


ces of Humility, Blend all 
1bbeſe together, working them up well 

the Shell of Fudgment, either 
with the Trifle of Brains you may 


.-: Fafually find there, or, in Default 
e theſe, with a round: Spoonful 0, 
the Spirit ' of © Reſolution, till they 
gare become of ſuch.a Conſiſtence, as 
inſeparably to adbere together. 
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| Doſe, at firſt; is 4 ſmall Tea- 
S pconful, to tender Conſtitutions, 
hieb may be increaſed, at the 
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N. B. Your Common Honeſty and Re- 
ligion, ſhould be both wrought to- 
— into one Maſs, before Com- 
mixture with the other Ingredients; he 
I their Virtues, being disjoined in 


tbe Coyotes W fy oe 


; 70 the * Noſtrum, bend fairly 
4 en my Probatum eſt, from its 
powerful Effects, not only upon myſelf, 
but upon the Author of the enſuing 
Treatiſe; from whence I am able to re- 
commend it to the Brotherhood. As 
to the Particulars. of our Cures, how, 
and by what Degrees it operated with 
us, was I here to declare, I ſhould but 
anticipate the ſatisfactory Inſtructions, 1 
am in Hopes, that you, Bloods, and Choice 
Spirits, will gradually imbibe, whilſt 
you * the W Namo 
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Tris I can ads 1 to ni I 
you; that duly proſecuted, far the Space 
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DEDICATION, 
of one Month, at firſt, and then repeated 
ring and Fall, as you may find the 
latent Malignity of your former Dil- 
temper at Work upon your IntelleQs, 
you will be driven to confeſs the Sove- 
reignty of the Remedy, not only for 
compoſing all your mental Diſtractions; 
but for ſettling you in a plentiful Secu- 
rity ever after, or never more truſt your 


Friend, and Servant, 


Jo SHARP, 
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Sheets, into whoſe Hands they may 
caſually fall, conceive that they 
proceed from any Delight, a Kketroſpection 
into the paſt Facts herein recorded, admi- 
niſtred to me in the Reflection; but rather 
let him attribute them to their genuine Mo- 
tive, that, as a Mirrour, placed before the- 
Vol. I. „ Eye 
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Eye of the unwary Youth, he may behold 
the Deformity of my Actions, and in thoſe 
of his own, if, under my Circumſtances, he 
ſha/l «ver be ſo bewitched as to appropriate 
them. * 3 
My Grand father, George Draper, was a 
| Cloth er in the weſtern Parts of England, 
who, by Induftry and Application in his“ 
Calling, bad acquired about two hundred 
Pounds a Year, landed Eſtate, of which, at 
his Death, he left to my Grandmother his 
Widow, a much younger Woman than be- 
fitred his Years, one Moiety, and to my 
Father, his only Son, the other, with alſo 
che reverſionary Intereſt of her Moiety after Wi 
her Deceaſe. N 
My Grandfather, during his Life-time, 
had all along intended my Father for a Par- 
ſon ; for which Reaſon he had given him 
an entire ſcholaſtick Education, and, had 
he lived one twelve Months longer, my Fa- 
ther had gone to the Univerſity; but hel 
dying in my Father's ſeventeenth Year, and 
my Father declining a Lite of ſuch Strict- 
nefs, and Confinement as that of a Clergy- i 
man, gave a looſe to Thoughts of more 
Gaiety and Libertiniſm; ſo that the Eſtate 
which my Grandfarher had for ſome Years 
intended for, and had by his Will given 
| him abſolutaly, as a Maintenance in his col 
1 of 1 42 legiate n 
; : 8 7 | 
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of two Modern Adventurers, 3 


= lepiate Life, was now ſold, to purchaſe him 
= a Commiſſion in the Guards; and, after pay- 


ing for his Horſe and Accoutrements, the 


few Hundreds that remained were ſoon dif- * 


ſipated in a Knot of politer Company he 
now found himſelf aſſociated with. _ 
He remained in the Station of Cornet of 
Horſe for about eleven Years; when my 
Grandmother dying, he entered into Poſ- 
ſeſſion of her hundred Pounds a Year Join- 
ture: But his Inclination having long aſpi- 
red to a Lieutenancy, he had now a Fund 
to proceed upon for the Accompliſhment of 
his Views; and accordingly, as no Advance- 
ment was to be expected, but from the Penny 
laid down for it, he mortgaged his little 
Eſtate, for ſo much as would anſwer his Pur- 
poſe; but had not enjoyed that more than 
three Years, before his Captain dying, he ap- 
plied to the Colonel to ſucceed him; when 
having ſold the laſt hundred a Year, and paid 
off the Incumbrance, the Purchaſe- Money 
juſt inftated him in his wiſhed for Haven of 
Captain. 15 0 
Nov it was, that reflecting with himſelf, 
that not only his paternal Eſtate, but all his 
ready Money alſo was gone, and that he 
had no other Stake left at any Nonplus, to 
accommodate himſelf from, ſave the In- 
come of his Commiſſion, he began to think 
Sin © of 


4 The HISTORY 


of raiſing a freſh Fund by Marriage, and, 
for that End, beat about very ſedulouſly, 
for the ſtarting ſome Game towards the 
Augmentation of his Fortune; not doubt. 
ing but his Rank in the Soldiery would 
command him a Wife with ſome T houſands: 
N But fo little are we Maſters of our own Re- 
| ſolutions, in the Aﬀairs of Love, that not 
! the wiſeſt of us can ſubſcribe to the moſt 
| rofitable Object, or withdraw our Affection 
| * the undeſerving: For though my Fa- 
ther's perſonal Accompliſhments, joined to 
the Poit he held, might have favoured his 
Addreſſes to a Lady of far ſuperior Merit 
{ and Fortune; and though he had brought 
If Matters to ſuch a Criſis, with a Lady of 
ten thouſand Pounds at her own Diſpoſe, 8 
as that ſhe, having previouſly declared her 
Efteem for him, no more was wanting, than 
barely his putting the Queſtion to her; and if 
though he was now upon a Tour to her, at 
her Country Seat for that Purpoſe; yer, 
being accidentally led into an Inn, where he 
intended to paſs only a ſingle Night, in his 
Way to his Miſtreſs; he became ſo capti- 
vated by the Charms of a Daughter of the 
Houſe, that fixing his Quarters there for a- 
bout ten Days, as diſqualified for a farther i 
March, he, at the Concluſion of that Space, i 
| Carried ; 
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carried off the Damſel in Triumph, as his 
Bride, to his Habitation at London. 
Atter this Account of the Parentage of 
my female Parent, it will be needleſs to form 
Inquiries into her Fortune: My Father him- 
ſelf being ſo caught, by the Eye only, at 
the Impreſſion of her viſible Endowments, 
as never to have made the leaſt previous De- 
mand about that. 
la ſhort, he new rigged her from Head 
to Foot, kept her an handſome Equipage, 
and remained ſo fond of her, that, giving 
into her Taſte for a polite Life, little Savings 
could be hoped for from his Income. 
I am the ſole Iſſue of that Marriage; nor 
can it be ſuppoſed I ſhould be a ſmall Dar- 
ling in the Eye of both my Parents; ſo that 
very few young Fellows were ever more 
tenderly educated than myſelf, till J was fit 
for going to Wincbeſter School, where I was 
= put upon all Sorts of Learning, and ever 
= with Notions above all manual Operations, 
for my future Subſiſtence; till after having 
run through the Claſſicks, with no other 
vie in Life than of becoming ſoon a fine 
Gentleman, when I ſhould have obtained my 
Diſmiſſion from thence ; about my nine- 
teenth Year, my Father dying very much 
in Debt, and his Commiſion, with the 
Rs Profit of it, being ſunk to his Family, 
a B 3 | my 
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6 Te HISTORY 
my Mother and I found ourſelves deſtitute 
of all other Support, than what we could 
ſecrete from the rapacious Gripe of his hun- 
gry Creditors, upon which we ſubſiſted for 
about ſix Months ; in which Time, the Al- 
teration of her Circumſtances having broken 
my Mother's Heart, ſhe was too far gone to 
be revived again, by a Piece of good For- 
tune that befe] me, and whereof ſhe would 
{till have had the Benefit ſo long as it would 
have laſted us; but 1 had not been poſſeſſed 
of it more than a Month, before I loſt her, 
from a galloping Conſumption. 23 
Nothing ever went ſo near my Heart as 
the Death of that good Woman, in whom 
I had never failed of every Conſolation, ap- 
plicable to my then Circumſtances ; but a 
few Weeks Time even wore off the Re- 3 
membrance of all her Indulgences to me, 
and 1 began to bethink myſelt of ſome Me- 
thod to get my Bread by, before I ſhould 
be bereaved of all my Subſtance. 2 
My Father, from his Station in Life, had 
Abundance, of ſeeming Friends, Men of 
Intereſt and Fortune in the World, who 
undoubtedly, had he lived, and requeſted 1 
it, would, ſome or other of them, have 
prided themſelves i in providing me a Poſt W 
in the Government; ſo that, in Hopes of : 
their ſtill ſubſiſting Remembrance M pal 3 
| rlend- 


of tuo Modern Adve nturers. a 
Friendſhip for my Father, I made the leſs 
Doubt, but ſome one of them would ſhew 

X Kindneſs to his Orphan-Son ; for which 


Reaſon J made my Application to ſeveral 
of them, though without the Honour of 
being known to them, which my diſtant 
= Education from Home, for ſeveral Years, 
had deprived me of: But I ſoon found, 
3 that I might rather waſte both my Time 
and my Money, under that kind of Solli- 
citation, than ever be a Penny benefited by 
it; for, if I could have believed them, 
there was not a Man of them who held not 
my Father in the higheſt Eſteem, and was 
forry it was not in his Power to ſerve me: 
But ; and then followed ſo many righteous 
Reafons of their Incapacity, that a Man 
mult have been the moſt obſtinate of Infi- 
dels, not to have ſubmitted to them; ſa 
that, giving up all Thoughts of any Dona- 
tive, I was about turning my Head to the 
making the moſt of my little remainingStock, 
and was immerſed under theſe Cogitations, 
as | was muſing by myſelf near Rofamond's 
Pond, in St. James's Park one Day, wholly 
boſt as to all viſible Repreſentation of out- 
ward Objects. VV 
= An old Intimate and School- fellow at 
chis Inſtant meeting me, and obſerving me 
s be ſo. wrapt in Contemplation, paſſed 
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upon the ſudden, knowing whether it was 


arity, by his Chriſtian Name; Zack ! ſaid 1 


Inſtead of that, though I ſtared you full in 


your Neglect of me; was not your Miſtreſs 3 


gloomy Inftant? Was you not practicing 


me, e ſpeaking to me; not well, 


me or not; but, after a few Paces, reſolving 
to be ſatisfied, he turned again upon me, 
and overtaking me, looked ſo earneſtly in 
my Face, as to attract my Eye towards 
him; when a Glimpſe only of his Perſon in- 
terrupting the Clue of my Reflections, by 
a Recall of ſame of the many intereſting 
Scenes we had appeared together in, I ſtood 
as one flupid for a Space, till 1 had ſhifted RF 
my melancholy Ideas to thoſe of a more 
ſprightly Turn. = 

I then accoſted him in my uſual Famili- 


I. is it you? the very laſt Man upon the, 
Globe that I ſhould have expected to have 
met with here, 'Y 

Do'ſt not know me then, Will? ſaid he. 
Our former Intimacy might, ſurely, have * 
intitled me to one Glance from you; but, 


the Face till I was out of Countenance, you 
paſſed me by, as one of too inconſiderable 
a Rank to be noticed by you.—But come, 
added Jack Sharp, (for that was his Name) 
anſwer me faithfully, and I can ſtill forgive 


the ſole Proprietreſs of your Heart at that 


ſome 
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ſome melting Deſign that is to be throyn 
out to her at your next Meeting? | 
Alas! Jack, ſaid I, my Brain was turn- 
ing clearly upon another Topick. It is 
Time enough for a Man to ſeek out for a 
Miſtreſs when he is fully able to fupport 
her, and a growing Family; which, I can 
promiſe you, is far enough from being my 
Caſe at preſent : No, added I, my Imploy- 
ment was, on Ways and Means to provide 
for myſelf, and theſe have for ſome Time 
almoſt diſtracted me, without having as 
yet made the leaſt Progreſs in them. 
What means my good Friend? faid ack. 
Is your Father the Captain living, or dead ? 
I hope you have done nothing to diſoblige 


him; for I remember how fond, both he 


and your Mother were of you, the Chriſtmas 
that I had the Pleaſure to ſpend with you, 
ſome few Winters ago. That they then 
held nothing dearer to them than yourſelf, 


Iam perſuaded; nor could either of them 


judge whatever they might gratify you ing 
too much for you. 

Ah! Jack, ſaid I, thoſe Days are paſt. 
It is true, I had but little to wiſh long for, 
whilſt my Father lived; but having loſt 
him about twelve Months ſince, and my 
good Mother lately, all Refources of my 
ds are ſtopped; for my Father's In- 
5 come 
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come died with him, nor proved all that he 
left behind him any ways adequate to the 
Diſcharge of his Incumbrances; inſomuch, 
that had not an Aunt of mine, whom I ne- 
ver ſaw, left me three hundred Pounds by 
her Will, I muſt, before now, have been 
condemned to a Service for my daily Bread. 
I am forry for you, Will, ſaid Jack; but 
not a Man of us can plead an Exemption 
from Misfortunes. I was always bred up 
under a Notion of my Father's being a 
wealthy Man, and of the handſome For- 
tune I ſhould enjoy at his Deceaſe; nor 
failed me theſe Hopes, as to the Ampli- 
tude of his Wealth, or the Proviſion he 
made for me ; but yet, my Friend, I now 
find myſelf 1 in even a worſe Condition than 
you are. 

How ſo, Jack? ſaid I, Why, added 
he, my poordeluded Father, having a No- 
tion, that, from the Affection my Mother 
expreſſed for him, and from the Regard he 
preſumed ſhe muſt ever pay to his Memo- 
ry, ſhe would have been the laſt Woman 
alive who would have inclined her Ear to a 
future Marriage, not only ſettled upon her 


a large Maintenance for her Life, but made 


her his ſole Executrix, and Guardian to me, 
his only Child ; whereby ſhe became intit- 
led to the Cuſtody and Diſpoſition of my 

Fortune, 
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Fortune, of fix thouſand Pounds, payable 
to me upon my coming of Age.. I thought 
myſelf thereupon very ſnug. in my Circum- 
ſtances, and fully purpoſed, ſo ſoon as ever 
ſhould arrive to the Enjoy ment of it, by be- 
ſtowing two or three thouſand Pounds upon 
ſome genteel Poſt for my Life, to have placed 
myſelf in the Rank of a Gentleman forever 
after. Nay, I had carried on my Plan fo far in 
my own Mind, as to have wedded my imagi- 
nary Bride, with five or ſix thouſand Pounds. 
more, which having conjoined to my on, 
we might have cut no deſpicable Figure in 
Life with; but, alas! Vill, added he, 
within five Months of the Death of my 
Father, and whilſt I was. wholly buſied in 
the Erection of theſe airy Caſtles, his dif- 
conſolate Widow ſurrendered herſelf at the 
Diſcretion of an half ſtarved Fiſbman ; 
who, thereby gaining a Power over both 
her Fortune, and mine, which were veſted 
in Annuities in her Name, converted theſe: 
Annuities into Caſh, and, in about fix 
Weeks after his Nuptials, having deſerted 
his new Bride inceremoniouſly, the firſt 
Syllable ſhe heard of what was become of 
him was, that he was flaſhing away in his 
own Country upon our Subſtance ; thereby 
ſignifying to his Comrades, the Facility 
where with the Hibernian Genius might avail 

. | itlels 
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itſelf of the Stupidity of its Britiſh Kinſ- 
women. 4 
Condemning hs Mother to the deepeſt 1 
State of Folly and Injuſtice, both to herſelf 
and him, in not ſecuring both their For- 
tunes, in caſe ſhe would venture her Perſon 
from all Intermeddling of a Stranger; I 
| hoped, I ſaid, that he was in a fair Way 
of recovering his Part, which no after taken 
Huſband of his Mother's could have the 
leaſt Pretence, as I ſhould apprehend, to 
diſpoſe of. 2 

Will, ſaid Mr. 8 the Proverb runs, © 
Sue a Beggar and catch a Louſe. This Man 
we found to be ſuch ; but that we might 
come upon him before our whole Subſtance 2 
was diſſipated, being well convinced that 
he had none of his own to anſwer it, my 
Mother and I took Coach to Cheſhire, where 
we imbarked for Ireland, in Hopes to have 
ſurprized him at upawares, and have con- 
fined him, till he had refunded all that was 
belonging to me at leaſt; but the hunted 
Hare has ever her Ear erect, and her Doub- 
lings to make, for Avoidance of the Beagles 
Purſuit of her; nor could we be ſo private 
in our Motions, but that he was till a-head 
of us in all our Stratagems; ſo that, though il 
we often heard of him, we could never 
once clap the Fangs of Juſtice upon him, 

till 
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till being near dead hunted, we were cre- 
dibly informed, he had taking Shipping for 
the Weſt-Indies. 3 

As to following him thither, it would 
have been to no Manner of Purpoſe: For 
though the Ship was bound to Maryland, 
we doubted not but he was bound elſe- 
where, either to be dropped by the Way, 
or, upon his Landing there, to be tranſ- 
ported to ſome other Colony; for he would 
never ſuffer himſelf to be found upon the 
only Spot we could reaſonably — to 
meet with him upon. ; | 
We had many other Matters to have 
talked over together ; but the Clock having 
ſtruck two, and neither of us having dined, 
we by Conſent adjourned to a little Eating- 
Houſe, where we purpoſed to indulge over 
each other's Misfortunes. 
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CHAP. II. 


| Dine together. Sharp's Scheme to raiſe him- 
elf. Appoint another Metting. Beſpeak ⁵ 
Clothes. Dreſs gay. Keep Company. Taken 
for Members of Parliament. Get into 


Strapes. Bailed off. At a Gaming-Houſe. 
Draper's Head broke in a Scuffle. ei 
the whole Family. 


ACK and I, being loth to part ſo ſoon il 


as we had emptied our Plates, nor chu- 
ling to carry on a Converſation, to the Ex- 
poſure of our private Affairs, in a publick 
Room of Company, we aſked the Waiter, 


if he could not diſpoſe of us in ſome pri- 
vate Room, where we might drink a Cup of 
Beer by ourſelves. 


He took us up two Pair of Stairs, to a 
Room occupied, occaſionally only, he ſaid, 
when the Run of Cuſtomers happened to be 


too large, for procuring Accommodations | 
below; and having ſet a Tankard of Beer 


before us, we entered ſeriouſly into Debate 
about what each had in View, -as to his fu- 


ture Proceedings in Life. | 
Having before acquainted Fack of the 


little Modicum my Aunt had left me, and 


then again . it in my Diſcourſe, 


Jact 


5 
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Jack wiſhed with all his Heart, that he 
could arrive to ſuch a Piece of good For- 
tune, he ſaid; for that, was he but Maſter 


of a ſingle hundred Pounds, he would cut a 


far better Figure than he did, being verily 


perſuaded, that what a Man was-in Reality 


was but a meer Trifle; for that the World 
would regard him as what he appeared to 
be: So that, could he but rig himſelf out 
=X handſomely in Clothes, he would keep the 
beſt of Company, and, by that Means, gain 
= the Acquaintance of ſome one or other WhO 
might prove advantageous to him. 


Fack had harped upon this String ſo often 


during our Conference, as at laſt to have 
drawn me into his Sentiments; but I, not 
having half his Aſſurance, was confounded 
at the Thought of engaging myſelf wholly 
with Strangers, unleſs ſome one of my own 
WT Intimates was originally to introduce me. 


Not well knowing otherwiſe how to diſ- 


8 poſe of myſelf, I told Fack, than for whom 
never had a greater Reſpect for any Man 
breathing, that if he really ſuſpected there 
might any Thing be gotten in the long 
run in the Society he mentioned, he ſhould 
be as welcome to my Purſe as if it was his 
gown, ſo long as it would laſt; and that if 
nothing in the mean Time ſhould turn up 


beneficial for us, by the Method he pro- 


poſed, 
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Poſed, I was determined to go to Sea, and 
try my Fortune that Way. MY 

Jack, ſtill encouraging me under his firſt | F 
Hint, thanked me for the Favour I had % 
expreſſed to him, and if I would credit him 

fo far as thirty Pounds, he ſaid, for Ap- i 
pare], and a very few Guineas for his Pocket, 
he ſhould not doubt of putting himſelf into 
ſome Way, whemby he might at lealt pro- 
cure Bread. | 'Y 

Having always been en ehe for an 

Eagerneſs in whatever Purſuit I eſpouſed, | 
gave Jack Sharp my Hand, to ſignify, that 

1 would do as he deſired : So having talked 8 
over the Affair, till we ſeemed to be per- 
fect in the Deſign, and our Beer being end- 
ed, we parted z having firſt appointed a2 
Kendezvous for, the next Morning. i 

My Spirits exulted prodigiouſly, upon Wl 
having met with a Friend, whom ] ſuſpect- 

ed to know more of the Ways of the Town il 

than I did; and who, from an Undaunted- 8 

- neſs quite natural to him, might puſh me 

forward in the World, which was what 1% 
was but too ſenſible that I wanted; ſo that 
T even longed for the Return of the Morn- 
ing, that we might further confer upon our 

Scheme together. At length, the Hour 

approaching, I poſted ny to the en f 
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IT xs preciſely as poſſible to my Time, nor was 
=X 5harp ten Minutes behind me. 


The Room being Top full of Gentlemen 


Mat Breakfaſt, we ſoon perceived there would 
be no Hopes of bringing any Thing to 


Concluſion there ; ſo thar, drinking each of 


A us a Diſh of Chocolate, we adjourned to the 
Park, as beſt ſuited to the Retirement we 
ſought after. Here, I ſtarting the Subject, 


through Impatience of being quite idle; 


Jact purpoſed our going to ſome noted 
Taylor, to inquire into the Faſhions, and 
what would be propereſt for our Wear; 
when neither of us being acquainted with 
any Operator of that Sort, we propoſed to 
dine at ſome Tavern in Pall- Mall, and there 
inquire of the Vintner himſelf, who would 
be ſure to direct us to a Man of Note in his 
= Profeſſion. | 


le would be ſome Hours yet to Dinner- 


time, and I ſtrangely wanted to be doing; 
for which Purpoſe, as I was muſing, I be- 
thought myſelf that my Father had a Tay- 


lor, and that he uſed to make my Clothes, 


and be ſent for to take Meaſure of me; 


nay, I could remember the Man's Face as 
perfectly, as if he then ſtood before my 


Eyes; but, for my Life, I could not re- 


collect his Name, or Abode, nor think of 


any one who could inform me of either; till 


juſt 


juſt as we were leaving the Park, and then 

& without aiming at it, what ſhould dart in 
my Head, but Barnes, the very Name I had 
been ſo long hammering at? But then, I 
woas as far to ſeek for his Dwelling; till tel- 
ig Sharp I had recollected my Taylor, 
and he demanding his Name, I, even with- 

= out the leaſt Thought of the Matter, re- 

| plied, one Mr. Barnes, in Suffolk-ſtreet. 
11 This unexpected Turn, proceeding from 
my having formerly heard his Addition, 
 ulually placed after his Name, we were now 
all right again; and, inſtead of our Dinners, 
made our Way to Mr. Barnes's, where we 
entered into cloſe Conſultation upon our 
1 Habilimen 3 | 

1 I was mightily of Opinion for a Suit or 
WA two of full trimmed Clothes; but Mr, 
mW Barnes put by that Project immediately, by 
aſſuring me, if I choſe to appear in the 
Mode, a trimmed Jockey was in the higeſt 
I Taſte, with any Waiſtcoat and Breeches 
7 that I pleaſed, provided they were not of 
the fame Colour. 

Fl In ſhort, we ſuited ourſelves as to the 
Colour, and Materials, of two Jockies each, 
Vith other Parts of Dreſs accordingly, and, 
in about a Week's Time, were fit Compa- 
ny for the beſt Noblemen in the Land. 
| We frequented then the Chocolate-houſes, 

if bi Plays, 
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pia ys, Park, Court, and other Places of 


genteel Reſort; nor were we a whit leſs 


eſteemed than the richeſt of them. We 


made ſome of the Party in whatever Diſ- 
courſe was going, and, in few Days Time, 
had the Honours of the Hat from moſt of 


the Gentlemen about St. James's. From 


hence we proceeded ta each other's Names, 
as we paſſed, with the Addition of the Come 
pliments of the Day; till meeting daily in 
the ſame Round of Perſons, both Morning 

and Evening, we were taken for young 
Members come to attend the Parliament; 
which creeping through the Houſe from-one 
to another, Sharp heard the Woman at the 


Bar tell an old Cuſtomer, who enquired 
= who we were, that we were in Town, ate 


tending the Houſe. 
Though we courted the Comm of our 
Seniors, as beſt qualified, we thought, for 


our Intereſt ; yet, as the young ones moſt 


courted us, we could noways avoid joining 
with them, tho' their Diverſions were ſome- 
times too coſtly for us: Nor was that what 
we ſo much regretted, as the Pranks they 
ſeduced us into, which had already laid us 
twice in the Watch-houſe all Night, from 
whence, half drunk, half ſober, Part dreſ- 
fed, Part undreſſed, we were in the Mora- 
ng conducted through the Streets, with a 

Moh 
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abruptly; ſo that we met them again the 1 


Word, and we accompanied them. 
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Mob at our Heels, and once with a Guard 9 
of Soldiers, to Mr. Juſtice De Veil's, and 
might have been committed to Bridewell, 
but for the Friends of ſome of our drunken 
Comrades, who being ſent for to bail them 
out, were ſo kind, as to be reſponſible for 
us too, we knowing not a ſingle Soul, who 
would have ſtirred over his Threſhold to 1 
have ſerved us. 7 
We began to bethink ourſelves, when 
thoroughly ſober again, what an Eſcape i 
we had had, and were determined to drop 
our Companions as ſoon as poſſible; but 
after the Favour we had fo lately recei- 
ved from their Friends, and at their Re- 
queſt too, we would not refolve upon it 


"next Night, when the Tavern was the 


Here, ſome Women were ſent for, which 7 
ſoon. growing ſtale upon our Hands, after a 
ſtated Time ſpent in their Company, we 
diſmiſſed them, and away to try our Luck 
in the Streets. We called in at Abundance 
of Houſes, where generally ſome Miſchief 
hap ened e're we left them; and at Length 

9 into a Gaming houſe, where 
Fins Companions moſt of them played, and 
that pretty deep too, at Hazard, ſome win- 
ning, ſome looſing; but Jack or I, having 

nete 
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1d 7 never yet handled a Die, declined it, u 
ad EX Pretence of not underſtanding it; till at 


ength, being over perſuaded, Jack, who 
had wiſtfully obſerved the Gameſters more 
chan I did, jogging me; Will, ſaid he, 
call 1 ſer a Piece or two? I replied, that 
he would certainly looſe them, not know 
ing when he was right, or wrong. 
= Sharp would not be adviſed. by me; but 
2 ſer a Guinea, and loſt it; then another, 
and won it; and ſo, backwards and for- 
=E wards,- till it came to his Turn to hold the 
WT Box, when he ſwept up thirteen Guineas. 
by this Time our Comerades, having had 
enough of it, moved off to freſh Diverſion; 
and though Sharp would fain have profes 
cuted his Luck ſomewhat longer, I aſſuring 
him I would not ſtay, he retreated with 
us. 


After che Buſineſs of the Night, which 
concluded not without Abundance of Con- 
fuſion, and not only with a broken Head 
to my Share, bur with the Murder of a 
Stranger, as I verily apprehended, we all 
took to our Heels, and each Man ſhifted 
for himſelf as he beſt could. I ſtole home 
to my Lodgings, to take Care of my ſelf, 
about Two in the Morning. | 

| had felt the Blood trickling down my 
Face very fait, as 1 fled; but keeping it 
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wiped with my Handkerchief, and afterſ 1 
wards waſhing myſelf at a Pump in Wm 
Way, 1 hoped 1 had fo far removed all 1 
Signs of my Injury, that I might get to ma 
Chamber, without Suſpicion of the Family Y 
that 1 had met with any Injury; but 10 1 $ 
ſooner had the Maid, who fat up for me. 14 
let me in, then, giving ſuch a Shriek 3 
made the whole Houſe ring, the Wenci 4 
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fell into a Fit in the Entry. 


What to do in the Caſe I knew not, is 
how to manage the Girl in her Dil 
however, having locked the Door, I en- 

deavoured to take her up; but her whole 


Body had no more Stiffening in it, than: 


ſtone dead. 


Something was of Neceſſity to be done; 
I could no ways walk off to my chamber 1 
and deſert the poor Creature in ſuch a Con- 


dition; ſo that the next Thought that oc- 


gown about her; opening her Chamber- 


Door, and ſeeing me cloſe by her, with a 


Candle 1 in my Hand, ſcreamed out, if pol: 
Tha, | ſible, 


Piece of Tripe; nor could I make an 
Thing of her, ſhe ſeemmg to me to be 


3 


curred was, to call ſome of the Family to 
look after her. Upon this Errand, I had 
near aſcended the firſt Flight of Stairs, 
when my Landlady, who had heard the 
- Outcry, and thereupon thrown her Night- 5 
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able, ten Times louder than the Maid had 
aone, and retreating a Step or two fell 
RE backwards into a Chair; ſhe laboured ſo for 
WD Breath, as terrified me more than all the 
test; whilſt my Landlord himſelf, whom 
the Cry of his Wife had alarmed to no little 
= Degree, lay 2 out, Ibo's there 2 what 
= ere hon? ſpeak ? 
nin Hopes chen of beet him, 1 ſtept 
into his Room, to relate to him the Maid's 
Caſe below Stairs; when no ſooner beheld 
he me, than he becarne little leſs terrified 
than the Woman, ſtarting, and crying Be- 
Lone! 7 defy thee ;, begone ! with ſuch other 
1 Expreſſions of Horror, as only a Man ſur- 
F prized into an Agony gin be ſuſpected 
co utter. 
WI was all this Time entreating him to de- 
clare to me the Cauſe of his Diſturbance, 
= alluring him, I was extremely ſorry for 
. the Accident that had happened below, 
and begging him to be pacified; for that 
the Cry which had happened there was made 
only by che Maid, who I believed, having 
ſat op too long, had come to me in her 
Sleep, and waking upon my coming in, 
Vas ſeized with a Shock, at finding herſelf 
where ſhe did not expect. 
= My Landlord was all this while ſtaring at _ 
me molt ghaſtfully; but not in the leaſt 
{uſ] buen 


24 © The HISTORY | 
ſuſpecting myſelf to be other than perfect 
clean, after my waſhing, I had not the leaf 4 
Notion of his ſeeing any Thing in me that 
could occaſion it; till growing ſomewha 
more compoſed, he aſked me, Are youll 
really then Mr. Draper? or are you not? 
Prithee, Sir, ſaid 1, rouze yourſelf up a 
little; you muſt certainly know me well 
enough, when you are thoroughly awake, 
Look at me, and fee whether I can be any i 
bother than your Lodger, Draper. The 
Voice ſeems to be Mr. Draper's, ſaid he; 
4 but the more I behold you, the leſs I ſuſ· 
(| ct you to be that Gentleman. K ub your WW 
1 yes, Sir, ſaid 1, and moſt certainly you 2 
will find me to be none other. L 
1 never in my Life, ſaid he, beheld ſo Mf 
difmal a Spectacle; Why? what have you un 
been doing, Sir? added he; you look, to 
my Apprehenſion, much more like a mur- 
_ dered, than a living Man. 4 
I could not but ſuſpect him to be light. 
headed, till ſtepping to the Looking- glaßs, 
I was fo ſhocked at my own Appearance, 
that, ſtarting from it, I begged his Pardon 
for the Diſturbance I had given his Family, 
being then perfectly ſatisfied, that no leſs 
could have befallen to any other Mortals upon 
Earth, who had been drawn out of a pro- 


ö found Sleep, to the Entertainment of ſo 40 
£ . 
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D Modern Aﬀtentiters,. 25 
W cid an Apparition as I then ſeemed to be: 
for having miſtaken my Aim of clearing off 
my Face, after waſhing it, with the dryer 
parts of my Handkerchief, I had only Tub- 
bed it with the bloodier Parts, till it was 
become a meer Maſk over it; beſides which, 
my Neckcloth and Clothes were ſo ſmeared 
Vith it, that no murdered Corps could have 
amore frightful Aſpect. 

= By this Time the Apprentice and Jour- 
= neymen, having heard the Uproar in the 
W Family, were ſtolen down to ſee what was 
the Matter; to whom, having lighted my 
WT Landlord's Candle, I committed himſelf 
and his Wife, whilſt I ſneaked up to my 
n to undergo a ſecond Scouring. 
My Landlord, meantime, being able 
to lie no longer, dreſſed himſelf and aſſiſted 
his Wife, whilſt the young Chaps were ſent 
down to the Recovery of their -Fellow-ſer- 
W vant ; ſo that, by the Time I had reduced 
W myſelf to the Condition of a living Man a- 
gain, ſtript off my bloody Garments, and 
WT inveſted myſelf in my Night-gown, the un- 
der Members being all returned to their 
W >enſes, I waited upon them, in a leſs dread» 
W ful Hue than before, and ſeverally aſked 
W cir Pardons for the Confuſion I had put 
chem all into. 


„ 5 Having 
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ceived a Wound in my Head by 


being able to ſee myſelf, I had wholly miſ. 


we having all taken ſeveral hearty G- 


The HISTORY 


Having then, at their Requeſt, informed 
them, that I had, in my Return home, re- 


Robbery, 

for I durſt not own the Hand I had in Wes 1 
ing the Misfortune upon myſelf : T alſo af. 
ſured-them how clean I ſuſpected I had 
made myſelf by the Way; but that not 


taken my Purpoſe, and begged my Land- 
lady to look what Sort of a Wound I had 
got on my Head, and, if ſhe had any ſuck 
Thing by her, to put a Plaiſter upon it till 
Morning; then, wiſhing I had but either 
Brandy or Rum in the Houſe, that I might 
provide them a Tiff of Punch before 
their Return to Bed, which I told then 


| would be moſt falutary, my Landlord tak. 


ing the Hint, whilſt his Wife was playing 
the Surgeon's Part with me, converted 2M 
Bottle of Brandy into that Liquor, of whick 


downs, we moſt amicably retreated to our 
ſeveral Apartments, in no FO Degree reh 
tteſned by it. 1 
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CHAP. I. 
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upon Ways and Means. Reſolve io un 
Gameſters. Their Proceedings. Old Cam- 
panions join them. Draper a great Winner. 
Go upon the Rake. Diſcomfit a Poſſe of 
IVhores. Engage on new Pranks. Amour 

of Draper's. Diſburdened of bis Winnings. 
Could hang himſelf. Reſobve to fly-their old 


Compantons. 
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HE Way of Life we had ſome Time 
1 proſecuted, frequently introducing us 
into Scrapes that we were not to be diſchar- 
gd from, but by paying our Fees, and 
A thofe very often exorbitant, without the 
leaſt Inlet of Profit to ourſelves, by its 
Means, put Sharp and I, at our next Meet- 
ing in private, upon Ways and Means for 
W avoiding it; and eſpecially, as our Stock 
was greatly diminiſhed, before we. ſhould 
have ſpun our Thread ſo fine, as to have 
incapacitated us for any contrary Practice. 
I propoſed ſeveral Methods, as promiſ- 
ſory of Succeſs in a piddling Way; but 
though Sharp had ſtarted no one Thing, as 
held preferable by him to my Offers; yet all 
that 1 ſtarted, receiving from him the very 
ſame Anſwers, of how can we ſubſiſt upon 
11 C 2 this? 
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We HISTORY 
To ? or what a Proſpect is to be had from 
that? it was plain to me, that though he 
was altogether ſilent, as to his own Views, 
yet he was burdened with ſome mental Mat. 
ter, which he longed for an Occaſion to lay 
2 me. 1 
I therefore put it to Rin whothes as 1 
bud already made various Propoſals, to none 
of which he had aſſented, he had not ſome- il 
what in his own Breaſt, which he imagined 
might prove of more Utility to us; and if 
ſo, I told him, the Concealment might 
prove injurious to us both, for I would rea- 
dily conſent to practice it, unleſs I ſhould 
be able to demonſtrate, by found Argument, 
that the ſame would prove pernicious to us. 
1: Sharp toſſed up his Head, ſhrugged hi: 
Shoulders, and, in half Sentences, gave me 
to underſtand, that being projected by him, 
was ſufficient for rouſing my Diſapproba - 
tion, even to the moſt plauſible Concep-· 
tions; or he had then in his Head, he ſaich 
an Undertaking, whereby we might be im · 
mene Gainers, poſſibly, and yet be ſubject 
to no farther Riſques, than we ſhould ſee 
proper to conclude upon. ia 
This, indeed, I replied, if he could mak 7 
it but out, was a Concluſion worthy of my 
Friend Sharp, and by no Means by me to * 
”m * ſo _ relying: upon his Cai 
Paci. 
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pacity, I began to urge him at once to 4 
Ws Diſcovery, aſſuring him of my Readineſs to 
W accord to whatever might but carry an Air 
of Probability with it. 
= What have we ever been a ſingle Penny 
= Gainers by, ſaid Sharp, (though we have 

WT conſumed many a Pound together) ſave by 
che Box and Dice, the Evening that I took 
upon me to game a little? from whence, 
ſaid I, Jack, it is to be inferred, that you 
make your Election for Gaming. Now, 
you t well know, that the Exerciſe has ever 
been my Averſion ; nor though you by Ac- 
Wcident brought off a few Pieces with you 
the Evening you mention, is it any ways 
deducible from thence, that you muſt ever 
do ſo, any more than that a Fool, having 
once ſpoken a wiſe Sentence, muſt ever af⸗ 
ter paſs for a Man of Judgment; but as the 
ucceeding Sentence will be ſure to betray 
is Idiocy, ſo, I fear, leſt the next Attempt 
f yours, boldly proſecuted, ſhould con- 
emn us both to Bankruptcy. gt.. 
l expected juſt this Harangue from you, 
id Sharp, for you reply without hearing 
ny Story out; how then ſhould you form 
(Concluſion, without a true State of the 
We remiſes? I told him, I was prepared for 
caring whatever he could urge in Juſtifica- 
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of a Gameſter, without the Addition of m 
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tation of it, I told Sharp, that if he 


30 - The HI ST ORY 
tion of his Principle, and defired him then 


Mill, faid he, is there any Art or Myſte- 


fervations, and Application, ſhould not we, : 
as well as others, arrive at Perfection in it! 


riouſly lament our Inactivity. 


to procee t. 


ry, to be ſo far the Property of one Man, 
as to be wholly unattainable by others? If M 
ſo, the Myſtery of Gaming may, for ever, 
be an occult Science as to us; but if other. 
wiſe, why, under proper Documents, Ob- 


I have heard of thoſe, who from ſmall 
Beginings, have acquired a moſt comfort. 
able Subſiſtence by it; nay, immenſe For 
tunes; even to vying with the Nobility fo 
Equipage: Why then may not we be of the 
Number of the Proſperous, and enrich our 
Jelves in like Manner thereby? At least 
we muſt do ſomething whilſt we have il 
little Stock to begin upon, or, when it ſhall 
be too late for the Experiment, we ſhall ſel 


Though all that Sharp had, or could ſal 
to me upon the Subject, wrought but littanl 
Effect on my Eſteem for the Employment; 
I having never confidered of the Characii 


ny odious Epithets; yet, rather than "i 
chargeable with the Decay of our Subſtanc 
without the leaſt Endeavour at an Augme 
wou 
unde ; | 


of tub Modern Adventurers. 31 
undertake, to procure for himſelf and me, 
que Qualifications for the Calling, ſo that 
ve might appear therein with equal Credit 
o others of the Profeſſion, and not be the 
Bubbles of the Company, upon all Parties, 
l would attend accurately to ſuch Inſtructi- 
ons as he ſhould procure me, and apply my- 
W ſelf as ſtudiouſly upon every Occaſion, as I 
Vas able; and if Fortune favoured us, well; 
if not, we could be but reduced at once, to 
Ws the Condition a few Months more would 
bad us in, whether we would or not. 
Sharp was ſo. pleaſed at finding me yield- 
ing to his Requeſt, that he would anſwer” 
bor it, he ſaid, we ſhould thrive by it, were 
ve but diligent in improving, to the Extent 
of our Capacities; for that, in his Judg- - 
ment, the Man who would gain by the Card 
or Dice, muſt have a Paſſion for them; nor 
ſuffer any Interloper to take Footing, even 
in the leaſt Corner of the Soul that had 
once devoted itſelf to them. 
nee He added, that he had heard of Books 
= deſcriptive of all manner of Chances, and 
with Directions for managing all Games to 
Advantage; theſe, he ſaid, we muſt ſtudy 
at home, and frequently practice between 
ourſelves ; then, by conſtant Repetition of 
every Nod, Shrug, Wink, and Hem, we 
W mult gain ſuch 3 in them, as never 
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as By-ſtanders, watching with all Sedulity 


it our Maxim, Nothing venture, nothing 
| Þave, and puſh as bold as the beſt of them. 


to be at a Plunge, for want of proceeding 9 
in Character. 3 
We muſt then, he nich Fre” the Tables 


every Movement of the Gameſters, and the 
Succeſs of it; and laſtly, he faid, we muſt, 
above all Things, attend to all Quarrels ard 
Diſputes between the Players; for that, in 
ſuch little Outrages, each laid open in the 
other, what, for the moſt Par t, himſelf 
would wiſh for the Advantage of being 
guilty of; by which Means, we might pe- 
netrate into Secrets and Myſteries, which we 
ſhould find no other Means of attaining to, 
and yet, once diſcovered, we muſt render 
them of the ſtricteſt Utility to ourſelves, in I 
our future Conduct with others. 

He would adviſe venturing but for ſmall "= 
"Sams at firſt, he ſaid, till we were perfect: 
ed in the Employment; and then, to małe 


Me had now entered upon our Poſt of 
Spectators, and Obſervers; and daily, at 
our Return, regiſtered every Acquiſition we 
had made there, from Day to Day, till our 
Notes had ſwelled to a very conſiderable 
Bulk. The Peruſal of theſe, | and the Re- 
duction of them to Practice by ourſelves, 
were the Seneral Wan of . 

| ining 


RY 


? of two Modern Adventurers. 33 
dining then, for the moſt Part, late, we 
dtreſſed in the Twilight, and were abroad at 
W the Entrance of Night. 


As we frequently met ſome or other of 
our old Companions at theſe Reſorts, it was 
W impoſſible to be freed altogether from a Par- 


4 | ticipation in their riotous Actions; though 
= we avoided them all in our Powers, as de- 


ſtructive of our Time, and Edification, in 
che new Occupation we were initiating our- 
(ſelves to. | ; een 
Having now paſſed through our Time of 
Probation, and ſtored ourſelves with all the 
= Knowledge we took to be immediately ne- 
ceſſary to our Sphere of Action, we began, 
now and then, to fet a fingle Crown, on 
WW fometimes Gold, at the Hazard-Table'; or 
often one of us imployed himſelf that 


+ Way, whilſt the other made a Hand at 


= Whiſt: Nor can I ſay but we came off rea- 
ſonably well, being rather Gainers, upon 
the whole, than Loſers in our Stock, after 
= two Months piddling Practice; which for- 
tunate Turn of our Affairs, would it anſwer: 
vo farther, would ſubſiſt us, without enter- 
ing upon, or diminiſhing our main Fund. 
Me now ſuſpecting ourſelves to be Pro- 
W ficients, launched further into our Myſtery; 
I mean, the expenſive Part of it, than be- 
bore, by ſetting and play ing for round Sums: 
* | C5 Nor 
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Nor did Fortune befriend us more careleſs- 


Te HISTORY © 


ly than before; ſo that we might be now 


ner pn paced ANTI as we 


imagined. 
Though we had avoided our old rakiſh 
Companions, as much as poſſibly we could; 
yet one Night, pretty late, they poured i in 
fo thick upon us, as to be engaged in the 
Height of our Play ; nor made Sharp and I, 
now better inſtructed in the Science than 
themſelves, any inconſiderable Profit by 
them : For the Company dropping off one 
by one, the Clock had ſcarce ſtruck Twelve, 
when we found ourſelves deſerted by all but 
our old Comrades ; who, though they were 
Loſers, ftill coveting to play on, we could 
not be ſo ungenteel as to leave them, whilſt 
we felt the Advantage over theſe raw Game- 
ſters ſo ſenſibly burdening our Pockets; ſo 
that we held on with them till paſt One 
Clock, when, being weary of the fame 
Thing over and over again for fo long a 
Time, they all ſtarted, in Quelt of ſome 
freſh Entertainment. 
I, having made above fourfeore Pounds 
of it that Night, Sharp and I were fo cheary 


' thereupon, as to be infcrupulouſly pre- 


pared for any Debauchery that our Compx 


1 ſhould 1 8 5 to propoſe to us; when 
one 


? of tue Modern Adventurers. 35 
W of them ſtarted, the ſcouring Cauent- Garden, 
dhe Srrand, and the Hundreds of Drury. 
Neo ſooner were the Words pronounced 
= by one, than we all gave into the Scheme; 
then roaring and halloing down Stairs 
WT upon each others Backs, we ruſhed into the 
WStreet, intent upon our en Enter- 
prize. 
F- s Our Gene an of nine as Se fone; 
Wy oung Fellows, when ripened for Action, 
i - were to be met with in the Liberty of 
RR /tminfter, and happy was the modeſt Wo- 
3 man who could avoid us. 
= The Night being exceeding dark, many 
Vor the Lamps burnt out, and the Weather 
WE fomewhat mizzling, one of us leading the 
Way, the reſt all followed him, into one 
ef the Taverns in Ruſſel.ſtreet; where be- 
ppeaking a good Fire, and Plenty of Wine, 
ve ordered the Drafver out, for furniſhing, 
us each with a Female Companion. 
We drank: about Bumpers, in the mean 
1 Time, as if, though we were come late to 
i we meant to overtake the lingering Sot, 
who might have been over his Bottle all 
Night; ſo that ſoon growing merry, we 
: were ready for the next preſenting Miſchief, 
be it of what Nature or Kind foever. Nor 
| was I, now I had enliſted myſelf into the 
Wes, in the leaſt ſtudiqus of ſaving, having 
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my Pocket loaded with Money. Our Giri 


had it been for ſome of them, had tha 


«Companions; complaining of the Shortne 


metely to pleaſure us, without being pad 


— ee octecls - 


were brought; each Man his Bird; but 2 
ter a few Frolicks with them, ſome of ou 


. Wrongheads having propoſed a new Un. 
dertaking; for going down to Billing ſrat Wl 
and routing the Fiſhwomen, then filling oui 1 | 
Bellies with Oyſters, and returning; thi 
every one aſſenting to, moſt yociterouſly, ou 


Girls were foon turned adrift, and happy 


been all they had ſuffered: For ſeeing uf 


all half Seas over, and hoping for a betta 


Market than they had made of moſt of m 


of their Pay, they all began to mutt BW 
-vowing they would not ſtir, till they hah 
received Half a Guinea a- piece from u 


What? did we think they would be call: 


Gut of their Beds at that Time o* th* Nig, 


for it? They had come at our Call, ani 
were ready to accommodate us to the bei 
of their Power, and if we knew not ou 
own Minds, and would diſmiſs them, mu 
they have but their Labour for their Pains 
.or did we think it ſuch an Honour to then 
to attend us, that they ought to look ol 
for no other Reward ? —_— 
High Words ariſing on both Sides, 
gave my Girl, who was one of the ſweet 
* 1 | (cM 


. 
” "= 
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tempered, and moſt beautiful looking Crea- 
MS cores that in my Life I had ever beheld, 
(merely for the Sake of her feeming Inno- 
cence, and becauſe I could not find in my 
Heart to quarrel with her) the Sum de- 
manded by the others. Then taking her to 
the further End of the Room, let thee and 
1. my Dear, faid I, be Spectators of this 
Debate; but, for thy Sake, 1 am reſolved 
co be no Party in it. is 


n 


= From Words, they proceeded to Blows, 
bor one of my Comrades giving the moft 
WS maſculine Strumpet of them all, and who 
had erected her Briſtles at her Partner, as if 
e would have fallen foul of him, a violent 
= Shove through the Room Door, by Means 
SS whereof ſhe fell flat on the Landing-place 
at the Stairs Head; the reſt of the Siſterhood 
reeſenting the Treatment of their Sex, fell 
ſome to Work with the Candleſticks, others 
Vith the Bottles and Glaſſes, till the Shot 
aying ſo thick from every Quarter, as to 
= endanger the whole Circle; my Girl and I, 
mul who had agreed upon a Neutrality, turning, 
the Key of a little Cloſet by the Window, 
ſtept both in, for the Preſervation of our 
outward Members; whilſt the Breeches 
routing the Petticoats, with the moſt exten- 
fie Outcries and Confuſion, drove the lat- 
ier, Neck and Heels together, and one over 


fing me from their Company. 


and I ventured forth from our Retreat, 


much, that not being able abruptly to part 


we, from one Step to another, at length 
concluded upon ſpending the mand 
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the fallen Members of the other, down the 
Stair-caſez then marching over them trium- 
phantly into the Street; after ſeveral Abuſes 
beſtowed upon them, they continued their 
Rout to Billing gate, without ever once miſ- 


All Things being now ſilent, my . 


when, to my thinking, by the little Terror 
that had ſeized her, ſhe was become ten 
times more charming than before; inſo- 


from her, I proteſted ſhe ſhould take one 
Pint with me, to compoſe herſelf before 


ſhe went home. | 
The pretty Creature ſhewing not the leaſt 


Reluctance at complying to my Requeſt, 


of the Night together. 

She had aſſured me, that ſhe had- a very 
handſome one Pair of Stairs F loor, in a Court 
within a few Doors of the Tavern, and not 
inelegantly furniſhed ; which ſer me ſo - 
gog for the Poſſeſſion of ber, that, before 
we had drank half our Wine, my Impa- 
tience had urged our Retreat thither. We | 
took a Bottle of Sherry home with us, in 
caſe we ſhould be drougthy before Morning, 


which the adviſed me by all Means to; _ 
ol 
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| did ever beſotted Puppy conceive more ap- 


proaching Happineſs, than 1 had promiſed 
myſelf with my new Bedfellow. #9 
No ſooner had we entered our Lodging- 


Room, than Madam muſt taſte of our 


1 * ES 
: ot 
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Wine, and did ſo, whilſt JI was moſt eager: ' 
W ly undrefling me for Bed. Then, inſiſting 

chat I muſt pledge her, ſhe filled me a Bum- 
per, which I drank to her beſt Affections. 
his ſheagain pledged me in, and no ſooner 
vas laid along, than ſhe brought me a ſe- 
WT cond Glaſs, which ſhe ſaid, was all that ſhe 
could then afford me, after which ſhe would: 
follow me to Bed. 15 


I muſt own, I had not the Jeaſt Reliſh: 


| for it, the firſt being a Glaſs of the worſt Li- 


quor | had ever, to my Remembrance taſted, 


of the vinous Kind, and therefore Ideſired to 
be excuſed from it; but ſhe ſeemed fo an- 
W xious for my receiving it, that no more 
Lime might be loſt in the Conteſt, I toſſed 
it down at a Gulp, that I might not be at 
the Trouble of palating it, and then beg'd 
her to diſpatch, and to Bed to me. 


All that I can farther recollect of this A- 


W mour is, that for the very few Minutes that 
vas ſenſible I was without her, I could 


not but imagine her to be very dilatory, and 


W to make uſe of affected Delays; but ſoon in- 
W Yoluntarily dropping into a profound Sleep, 
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 Jawoke no more, till, as near as I can gueſ 


reſolved to continue it no longer; but at alli 


Dark for them; but though I recovered my 


I very well remembred to have laid theſe, 
under them, in the ſame Chair. 


gent, as to torment me exceſſively for thi 


about Six o' Clock in the Morning. 
Il felt about immediately for my Bedfel. 
low, both with my Hands and Feet, but 
no living Soul couid J find. I called ſeve-f 
ral Times, My Dear] my Dear ! but no one 
anſwering me, I then felt whether any other 
Impreſſion had been made on the Feather-M 
Bed, ſave the one I lay in; when it being 
apparent to me, that no one had entered tte 1 
Sheets that Night but myſelf, I began to 
be ſomewhat uneaſy at my Situation, and 
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Events to riſe, and take Flight, before tne 
approaching Day-Light thould expoſe me, 
to the Scorn and Deriſion of the Neighbour WM 
hood; for having never, in all my Gaieties, 
been ſurprized into ſuch a Tranſaction be- 
fore, I could not but ſuſpect, that every 
Perſon I ſhould meet would point at me. 

Having caſt myſelf out of Bed, and reco-W 
lected where I had diſpoſed of my Apparel 
the foregoing Night, I groped about in thei 


Coat and Waiſtcoat with all Readineſs, 1 
was wholly to ſeek for my Breeches ; tho if 


My Impatience for departing was ſo ur 


Di- 
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Vviſappointment; but go, I could by n 
Means, without my Breeches; ſo that havs 
Wing at length dreſſed myſelf tolerably, all 
but theſe, I poked about in the Dark all 
round the Room, till, after two or three 
broken Shins and Bruiſes, I at length found 
them upon a little Table between the two 
Windows; when ſnatching them thence in 
Ja perfect Rapture, my Rejoicing was ſoon 
turned to Sorrow, not only for what I might 
have done of ' Miſchief, but for the inſtante 
WT Clatter that accompanied my Seizure of 
chem, which, at that'ſtill Time of the Morn- 
ing, ſtruck me with ſuch an Horror, leſt all 
the Family ſhould directly have been upon 
me, that I could ſcarce recover myſelf for 
arawing my Breeches on; but hearing no 
one ſtir, how was 1, on the other Hand, 
hocked, at the Lightneſs of my Breeches 
W then, to what they felt in my Hand the 
Night before; for I had then taken Notice 
of their Weight to be two or three Pounds, 
With all my Winnings in them, whereas 
they, at preſent; ſcarce felt equivalent to ſo 

„dd WE $34 Orgy | 


— 
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many Ounc ess. 1 
I waited for no other Argument before, 
Wthruſting my Hand into the Pocket I had 
ſtowed my Caſh in, I was too well convin- 
ced, tllat, however my firſt Attempt the 
foregoing Evening had been ſucceſsful, 1 
a; _ 
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ter, for not a ſingle Shilling had my inno- 


as a Curſe to the other Works of the Crea- 


ſhrouded under the faireſt A aeg of 6 ail 


| Jay hold of Madam in a fow Days, and te 
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had made but a loſing Game of the lat 


cent Lady left me. a 
1 began to exclaim againſt the whole Sex, 


tion; and then, even at Providence, for not 
either affording Man a deeper Penetration 
into the Hearts of each other, whereby in 
numerable Miſchiefs might be ſuppreſſed, 
or at leaſt prevented; or for notdiſtingwll-W 
ing the falſe Heart, by ſome ſpecial Note 
of the Countenance; for, ſaid I, that 1 ” | 
fouleſt Affections of a Devil, ſhould b = 


Angel, is inſufferable. 

I raved on in this, and ſuch like Manner 
till, fearing the Morning would ſurprize me 
I deſcended the Stairs, in Hopes of ſoo 
delivering myſelf into the Street ; and ali 
the ſame Time, under the Loſs of my Mo 
ney, folacing myſelf, in that I had regaineW 
my Cloathing ; for had that, as it as caſil 

might, been all carried off too, my Circum 
ſtances had, indeed, been moſt deplorable. 

I refolved, upon gaining the Street, tn 
take particular Notice of the Houſe I wal 
in, how ſituated, and, by ſome Remark of 
other, to find it out again ; little doubting 
but, by ſome Stratagem or other, I ſhould 


cover 
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lar BW over, at leaſt, Part of my Gold back a- 
no- 


gain. 

: 27 arrived near to the Foot of the 
WScair-caſe, as I judged by the Number of 
Steps J had taken; juſt as I hoped to have 
no landed at the Bottom, and for that Purpoſe 
made rather more Haſte than before, I ran 
un my Forehead, with ſuch Violence, againſt 
ed, ſomething that oppoſed me, as almoſt knock- 
ed me backwards, and, at the ſame Time, 
made the whole Houſe ring. This, again, 
put me upon proſecuting my Eſcape with 
more Alacrity, though all my Endeavours 
proved fruitleſs; for, though I left not an 
Inch of the ſurrounding Wainſcot unſcru- 
tinized, yet could I not even feel a Mouſe- 
Hole to creep out at; which threw me all 
over into a Trembling. © | 
By this Time, I heard ſome body upon 


neq by the Treading upon the Stairs, diſcovered 
more Feet than one Pair. My Heart had 
well nigh deſerted my Body, or at leaſt had 
retired to my Heels; for now I ſtood watch- 
ing for my Fate from thoſe, who, as they 
were coming to ſeize me, might alſo intend 
my Deſtruction too, leſt, by my future in- 
quiries, I ſhould contribute to theirs. 
The next Step of the foremoſt of theſe, 
brought his Body full butt againſt _—_ 
W 


the two Pair of Stairs over my Head, and. 
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whilſt by the Heel of his Shoe upon my 
Foot, he almoſt jammed two of my Toes to 
a Mummy. This, or far worſe 1 would 
have taken from him, to have fairly eſcaped 
into the Street; but the Fellow ſeizing me, 
after a Volley of Oaths, to unlock his Throat 
with that Morning, cried, Vo the Devil i 
are you? what have we bere ? Then, with- 
out giving me Room for a Reply, he roared 
out, Thieves ! Thieves! as loud as ever he 
could bawl, as alſo did his Companion be- 
hind him, lie alfo called out for a Light. 

He who had firſt ſeized me, delivering 
me over to the other, firſt unlocked a Door 
at the Foot of the Stair-caſe, and then en- 
tering the Kitchen, his Companion drew i 
me thither after him, 

The firſt Man then ſtepping backwards, 
told his Fellow he was going for a Rope; 
ſwearing heartily, that as he had caught 
me in the Fact, in his Houſe, he would ne- 
ver be at the Expence of a Week's Attend- BW 
ance at the O/d-Bailey, but would himſelf 
hang me up inſtantly : Nor, indeed, could i 
he ſee any Harm in ſaving himſelf the a. 
bove Charges upon me, ſince, in a few 
Days Time, I muſt with equal Certainty 


i | ſuffer the ſame Fate at Tyburn. 


The Shock this —— gave me, brought 


both my Knees to the Ground, e 
. 5 yes 
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Eyes to a plentiful weeping.” I gave them 
an Account of myſelf, how I came there, 
and what I had loſt by the young Woman; 
but that I gave myſelf no Concern about, 
and only beg'd they would ſhew me to the 
Street, and diſcharge me, aſſuring them, 
chat I had not taken the leaſt Scrap or 
| Thread whatſoever from them. 
One of them demanded, what Noiſe i it 
was he heard near an Hour before, like the 
breaking of ſome China, Earthen-ware, or 
Pans? I gave him a punctual Account how 
it happened; but what it was, 1 declared 
my Ignorance „ 
One of them then running up Stairs for 
a Candle, whilſt the other was binding my 
Eyes round with my own Handkerchief ; 
upon his Return reported, that I had thrown 
down and broken, both a Dreſling-glaſs, 
and a large China Punch-bowl, and that he 
W demanded fifty Shillings for thang; which, 
F K ever I eſcaped his Halter, I ſhould pay 
him. 
= My Plea of Inſolvency, availed me little, 
he being perſuaded, he told me, that it was 
all a Lie, and forged, only as an Argument 
do get off by; but after he had heartily 
ſweated me by his Threats of the Halter, 
and even putting it round my Neck, having 
extracted from me more Oaths in the Lump 
| than 
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than I had ever ſworn in my whole Life be. 
fore, that I would, as the very next Nick | 
after dark, according to his Order, depoſit 
five Guineas, wrapped up in a Paper, be. 
hind ſuch a Poſt in Covent- Garden; in Cor, ; 
ſideration of my Youth, he ſaid, he would 
lead me into the Street blindfolded, and 
there, when he ſhould ſee fit, diſmiſs me: | 
but, that if I offered to run, or cry out, off 
make the leaſt Noiſe, till licenſed by bin J 
ſo to do, he would run me through the Bo 
dy with a Knife he would carry in his Handi 
for the Purpoſe, let what would be the / 
Conſequence of 1t. 1 

Having ſolemnly ſworn to obey him ing 
this alſo, we ſallied forth; when after neu 
2 Quarter of an Hour's Walk, coming tl 


——— 
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an Alley, they turned me down, charging 
me to keep ſtreight forwards, till, at ſuch «if 
Diſtance, they would call to me to remove 
the Handkerchief, threatening nothing but 
inſtant Death for my Diſobedience. 1 
I was under too great Anxiety to decline : 
whatever was enjoined me, and away 1 : 
walked; but cautiouſly, expecting ever 
Moment the Watch-word for uncovering 
my Eyes; but, had 1 proceeded to fte 
e End, it would never have overtake 
: For no ſooner had I began my Tour 


1255 they eſcaped, far enough from any * | 
ul 
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W Git of mine, had I been ever ſo intent upon 


1 | it, However, leſt they ſhould creep ſoftly 
it WY after me, to watch my Behaviour, I kept 
. moving on; till running againſt a Wall I 


could proceed no farther. Then, daring 
W juſt to remove a Corner of my Bandage, 
and perceiving it to be Peep of Day, I took 
Courage, upon ſeeing the Coaſt clear, to 
Venture back again; I found myſelf in Wild- 
WT rect, and from thence I proceeded to my 
= Lodging. | W 
had ſcarce ſet me down in my Cham- 
ber, before (reflecting upon my laſt Night's 
W Folly, with Remorſe and Shame for my 
Proceedings) though I had been ſo ſtudi- 
ous for avoiding the Rope when it was to 
be forced upon me, I was prompted, by the 
ſtrongeſt Inclination imaginable, for ſubſti- 
tuting one of my Garters in the Place of it; 
that, by parting with my Life at once, I 
might avoid the Confuſion and Ignominy I 
vas in Expectation of from Sharp, when he 
WT ſhould come to know my Foible, and that 
Thad loſt every Penny of my Winnings. 

= An Exceſs of Fatigue, as I fat reflecting 
how to behave, threw me into a Slumber, 
trom which I awoke not till near Noon; 
nor had I then fo done, had not Sharp, who 
had miſſed me the laſt Night, and fearing 
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e Accident might have befallen, ra, 1 
come ſtamping into my Room. 3 

This rouzed me; when aſking what ml 
become of me, 1 recapitulated my paſt Mic 
fortune to him, and from him, heard the 
Iſſue of their Walk to Billingſgate; but out 
late Loſs overbalancing ali other, Conlide 
rations; after many ferious Arguments on 
both Sides, preventive of all further E- 
gagements with our old Companions, wich 5 
whom we could look only for Ruin; ve 
came to a poſitive Reſolution, never to (sf ; 
them more, but inſtead of the Haunts wel 
had heretofore uſed, to look out for other; 3 
to avoid them. | 3 


CHAP. IV. 


Meet a School: fellow, Tom Parnel, Drenel q 
at a Tavern, Tom's Story. Find out ea 
other's Circumſtances. Tom's Project u 
get Money. They offer to join him. Ref ; 
bome. Meet Tom again. Arguments Ma 
Dious 70 his P roject. Tom 4 ſolemn Pre 7 | 
| face. They take an Oath of Secreſy. - 


H 


ſmall aum of our Stock with then 


AvING now marted ourſel ves fool F 
our turbulent Companions, after 10 9 


bu 


uf 
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we were at Dinner one Day, at a Tavern 
near Charing-Croſs, bemoaning our hard For- 
tune; though we knew we had nothing to 
| | ſquander away; yet, as neither choſe to look 
more ſneaking than the other, whilſt our 
Hearts grew more and more open to each 
other, from a mere Similitude of Circum- 
ſtances, and equal Want of Solace; tho“ 
we at firſt called for only a ſingle Pint be-- 
tween us, yet the Repetition of paſt Tranſ- 
actions, by Degrees, introduced ſuch a Fund 
of Buſineſs upon us, that our Hearts there-- 
with gradually enlarging, our next Demand 
was of a Bottle, being morally certain it 
would ceaſe to run, before we ſhould have 
WT finiſhed the Topicks we were momentarily 
We ſtarting and engaging upon. 
Towards the Cloſe of the Bottle, having: 
drained our Diſcourſe almoſt to the Lees, 
relative to paſt Tranſactions, we judging it 
Time to part, had appointed to meet again 
in the Park next Day, having nothing more 
material to imploy ourſelves in, now we 
had quitted our former Haunts, and had 
rang the Bell for our Bill; when who ſhould 
enter upon us, to aſk whether we called, 
but one of our former School- mates, upon 
whom we had for ſome Time before been 
converſing. My Back was towards him; 
but Sharp, fronting the Door, no ſooner 
Foc. I. D called 
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called him to Mind, than Tom, ſaid he, (for 
his Name was Thomas Parnel) what Wind 
has blown you. hither ? How long have you 
been inveſted with the Order of the blue 
A 18 K 3 
Maſter Sharp! ſaid Tom, I am heartily glad 
to ſee you well; and then drawing forward- i 
er, and caſting his Eye upon me too, Mr. 
Draper ! ſaid he, your Servant; how long 
have you been in Town, Gentlemen, that 
L have never before ſeen you? We told him, 
that having ſeveral Months ago met each 
other accidentally in the Park, which was 
the firſt Time we had ever exchanged a 
Ward together ſince we left Wincheſter, we 
had been ever ſince cloſe Intimates, and in- 
quired how long he had followed that Oc- 
cupation, and whether he was Apprentice 
in that Houſe ? Deſiring him, if he could 
ſpare a Quarter of an Hour, and would ſa- 
crifice. it to our Society, that he would then 
draw a Chair, and ſit down by us? = 

Tom Parnel anſwered, with all his Heart, 
it would be moſt grateful to him; for that, 
as their Evening Members were none of 
them yet arrived, they had but one more 
Company. in the Houſe, who having dined 
there as well as ourſelves, were not broke 
up yet; but we muſt excuſe his Abſence 
now and then, he ſaid, if the Bar- Bell ſhould 

bet. 4: 3" £81 Tg, 
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ring, in which Caſe, he muſt be obliged to 
attend cher. TH EM 
I then taking up the Bottle to drink Tom's 
Health, and it not running half a Glaſs, 
Jack Sharp and I eying each other, ſcarce'a 
Moment had paſſed, before we jointly re- 
queſted Tom to procure us another Bottle; for 
= we could no ways engage him, we thought, 
in our Converſation, without making him 
= drink a Glaſs with us. 
Having now our Liquor before us, we 
fell upon our own Affairs again, and aſked 
Tom who put him Apprentice there ? for 
we remembered, he had depended much 
upon an Uncle at London. To this Tom 
replied, that true it was, he had flattered 
himſelf with vaſt Expectations from his 
Uncle, who from a Child had taken and 
educated him as his on Son; but that juſt 
before he was to have been bound Appren- 
tice to his Uncle, to the Trade of a Woollen 
Draper, his Uncle failing, a Commiſſion 
iſſued againſt him, and his Effects were 
ſwept away by his Creditors; ſo that, be- 
ing at a Loſs for a Support, he entered in- 
to his Maſter's Service, not as an Appren- 
tice, but as a Waiter only, at a ſtated Sal- 
lary, and Vails; but he that could get fair- 
ly out of ſuch a laviſh Poſt was, in his 
Mind, a much happier Man than himſelf i 
ef 2 2. ever 
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ever ſhould be, whilſt he continued in it; 
for that, could he but keep his Head above 
Water in any other Way, he would with 
Abundance of Satisfaction relinquiſh it. 
One Word drawing on another, Tom, at 

length, dived into my Circumſtances, and 
Jack's; when he told us, he had often can- 
vaſſed it over in his own Mind, how he, and 


another or two, might pick up a Senteel 
Livelihood upon Occaſion. 

Jack and I, both, then ſnapping at this, 
replied, that either of us would be glad of 
purſuing any Method for our Advance- 
ment, and wiſhed him to inform us what it 
was that he could propoſe for the genteel 
Livelihood he mentioned ; when he need 
be under no Fear, but one, or both of us, 
would aſſiſt him in it. 

Tom replied, that Matters were not tho- 
roughly yet ripe for Execution, he having 
not wholly digeſted them; but, poſſibly, at 

ſome future Opportunity, he might lay his 
Project before us, for our Approbation; 
tho' he was already perſuaded, in his o.] u 
Mind, of the Succeſs of it, under cautious 
and judicious Management. 

* Fack Sharp and I were ſo ſenſibly affected 
by the Report of any probable Means of 
procuring a Subſiſtence, and eſpecially of a 
gesteel en, as * om had pronounced 
8 it, 


4. 
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it, that we were both agog for the Diſcove- 
ry; nor would we ſubmit to a Put- off, till 
ſome future Day, of what we eſteemed ſo 
material, leſt. ſome one elſe intervening, 
= ſhould trip up our Heels, and gain an Ia- 
W tereſt in this doughty Project in our ſtead: 
So that we, one after another, put ſo ma- 
ny inſnaring Queries to Tom upon the Head, 
as would have been impoſſible for him to 
have altogether evaded, had not, juſt in the 
Criſis of our Hopes, the Bar-Bell rung; when 
Jom ſtarting up, beg'd us to excuſe him, 
but he would wait upon us as ſoon as poſ- 
ſible ae al r ti o3 ien 
Numberleſs were the Ideas that crowded 
up our Brains, during Tom Parnel's Abſence, 
relative to this genteel Livelihood he had 
mentioned, in which we took ourſelves to 
be ſo intereſted, as by no Means to quit 
WF - Sight of it again, if poſſible. As to a Live- 
lihood, had that alone been promiſed us, 
we ſhould have made but light of it; but a 
genteel Livelihood, our Stock no ways con- 
vincing us of, was what ſtill aggravated our 
" IH Impatience for an Eclairciſſement. 
L We had run through the whole Chain of 
Gentlemanlike Employ ments; but could 
not, from any the leaſt Hint of Tom's, fix 
upon any one for our ; Purpoſe, in Prefe- 
rence to another; till we became ſo anxious 
| Ges D 3 | for 
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for his . as to think every Moment 
an Hour, till we ſhould ſee him again; 
and moſt extravagant were our Expectati- 
ons upon his Arrival, both of us reſolving, 
without epgaging ourſelves in any other 
Subſect, ſtill! to proſecute what we ſo ear. 
neſtly ſought after, nor to let it drop, til : 
we ſhould become Maſters of it. 
But never, ſure, ſuffered two impetuous 1 
Claimants under a ſeverer Diſappointment 
than ourſelves, when Tom, enterin g to us, 
ran, and ſnatching up the Bottle, — 1 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, I will once more ſteal 
a Moment to drink your Healths in, it be- 
ing the laſt I ſhall obtain this Evening; for 
our Company arriving very faſt: below, my 
Seer Time, from __ e will be-or- 
cupied by them; en, off ths 4 
? - Gli, ke tefc u. 1 1 
i This Evil appearing to boarichoos Re = 
-metly, we refolved to compoſe ourſelves a; 
well as poſſible under the Mis fortune, by 
riegaining the earlieſt Opportunity of ano- 
ther half Hour's Diſcourſe with our Friend 
Tom again, the very next Day; and as we 
had already informed ourſelves, that his 
- moſt vacant Moments were, the Interval of 
Time between the lateſt of his Cuſtomets = 
Dinner- time, and the earlieſt of their Even- 


*ng Or: we reſolved to dine there 
| again 


n * i * v 7 o 4 - 4 

33 3 & | ; 

Lam, 2 © 2 5 r WIS} of ebb et 5 2 2 .* - 

2 5 a FTE * „/ ͤͤ ͤ ͤ—— IE PLIES 20h, CS nab RES ee nbs eo a 
J e 


b of tuo Modern Adventurers. 55 
W :cain the next Day, but ſomewhat later 
than before, to ſave the Expence of Wine, 
W in Proportion to the Time we muſt ſpend 
there before Tom ſhould be recalled to his 
= Evening's Duty. 
Being thus far agreed upon our furute 
Proceedings, we juſt guzzled down the Re- 
W mainder of the Wine, that we might not 
leave it behind us, and away to our ſeveral 
Apartments, in as direct Lines as the Over- 
balance of our Crowns would permit us; 
for not having been uſed to ſuch a Quan- 
WF tity, we were both, by far, too top-heavy to 
be ſteady in our Paces. ell 
= As for my own Part, I le pt but little all 
Night, for reflecting firſt upon my approach- 
ing Felicity, of living genteelly, beyond all 
is my paſt Expectation; and then, leſt ſlipping 
the offered Opportunity, I might by any 
Means be joſtled out of this advantageous 
Occurrent ; nor upon comparing Notes the 
next Day, could I diſcover from Fack's Ac- 
count of the preceding Night, that he was 
a whit leſs reſtleſs than myſelf ; for the 
je Bones and Muſcles may wrap themſelves 
up in what Security they pleaſe ; bat unleſs 
= the Mind concurs with them, the whole 
Man gains but a Trifle of . yo Re- 
- nnn 43101 
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5 _ met at * — — LP in 
the Park, where we again pleaſed ourſelves 
upon the Proſpect of living genteely, that 
being the main Article we had in View; 
and at the Hour we had pitched upon for 
the Purpoſe, we retreated again to the Ta 
vern, beſpoke our Dinner, and Bottle, and 
. deſired Tom, ſo ſoon as ever he ſhould find 
himſelf diſengaged, to ſpend a little Time 
with us. Y 
It was near Fi ive O'Clock, before he could | 
fit down with us; when telling us, he was 
now pretty well diſcharged from the Hun, 1 
he had paſt ſome of his lateſt Hours in; 
we began to recal the interrupted Subject 3 
of the foregoing Day, by a downright De- 
mand upon him, of what Method he had to 
communicate to us, whereby he himſelf 
might be delivered from the ſervile Life he 
led, and both himſelf and we might be in- 
troduced to the genteel Livelihood that he 
had propoſed to us?; 3 
Tom, not expecting ſo home a ; Thruſt, Y 
ſeemed ſomewhat abaſhed at it; till, reco- 
vering himſelf, Gentlemen, ſaid he, every 4 
Means, we all know, may not be the molt 
_ agreeable to every Inclination; for which Wil 
Reaſon, it will ill become me to divulge 
mine, till I can be more aſcertained of your 


ready Concurrence with it: Nor chooſe I to F 
emo 
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communicate it, till, from a cloſer Familia- 
rity, I may do it more fearleſs of the fu- 
ture Conſequences. 

Jom, ſaid Jack, you have heard from us 
both, of the Narrowneſs of our Circumſtan- 
ces, and of the Dread we both live in of a 
future State of the moſt contemptible Indi- 


Reaſon to ſurmiſe, that we ſhall join Hand 
in Hand with you in every attainable Me- 
thod for our Advancement : Nay, leſt you 
XZ ſhould be ſo ſcrupulous of our Honour, as 
you in the Undertaking, by appearing there- 
in ourſelves, excluſive of you; for my Part, 
IJ am both ready and willing to oblige my- 
ſelf, by the moſt ſolemn Ties imaginable, 


ing, but in Conjunction with you, and lub- 
ject to your Privity and Approbation, and 
for your joint Intereſt and Benefit; nor is 
my Friend, Draper, otherwiſe diſpoſed, 1 
durſt anſwer for him. 

I then, concurring in all that Fack had 
= | propoſed, aſſured him, that rather would 
WF 1. ſubmit. to the Loſs of my Right-hand, 
nay even of my very. Life itſelf, than con- 
deſcend, in the leaſt Article to be divulged 
to me, to his Prejudice; the Whole of 
J's Views, as I.verily believed, and. of 


gence ; from whence, you may have every 


to conceive we ſhould endeavour to ſupplant 
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my own, as I could in the ſtrongeſt Manner 

aſſert, being only, conjointly with him, to 

engage in the Proviſion 6 of a genteel Liveli- 
Hood, to our equal Emoteinent” by the 

Means he had to offer us. 

Fack then, prefacing his Diſcourſe with 
the Fruſttation of his former ExpeRations, 
which having elevated his Mind above the 
groveling Herd of thoſe, who having ne- 
ver ſeen, or taken better Things into theit 
View, could ſubſcribe to the meaneſt De- 
baſement of their Natures, barely for a Sub- 
fiftence'; that, he ſaid, had rendered him 
unapt for the ſtaviſh Occupations of Life, 
without repining. He declared, that he 


| | could efteem himſelf no other than a Pri- 


W foner, or Slave, whilſt he found himſelf 
W - ſubject to the Will of any other Man; and 
though he thereby was releafed from the 
Want of Food and Raiment, yet human 
Nature in him, which was in itſelf free, 
wrought fo forcibly againſt a State of Con- i 
finement to another's Pleaſure, as already, 

more than once, to have put him upon the 


Experiment, how readily he coul. main - 


tain himſelf from his own Genitis; every of J 
which Trials, he affirmed, had anfwered 
even beyond his Expectation; nor in the | 
leaſt doubted he, but with the conjoint Aid 


of one'or two Partners, zealous for the Un- 
dertaking, 
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of two Modern Adventurers. 59 
dertaking, and infeparably united in Heart, 
as well as Intereſt, if proſecuted with Un- 
derſtanding and Spirit, the Octupation he 
would propoſe to us would fully anſwer the 
Character of providing us genteel Liveli- 
boods. „ e aber 1 
Previous therefore, he ſaid, to all future 
Explanations of his Mind to us, and in or- 
der to ſecure him from every future At- 
tempt of Artifice, or Prejudice from us, he 
= muſt inſiſt upon an Oath from each of us, 
not only for our Taciturnity, as to the main 
= Deſign, and for our conjoint Aſſiſtance 
therein; but that we would, in future, a- 
void every Step whatever, and that at the 
Peril of our own Lives, and ſubmit to the 
Loss of them, rather than act any ways pre- 
= judicially to the Partnerſhip, or to either of 
WF the Parties concerned in 11. 
= Both Fack and I were ſo anxious for an 
Account of the Buſinefs, that it would have 
been difficult to propound that Thing to 
us, which we would not have acquieſced in, 
for the Knowledge of it: So that both of 
us heartily confeſſing, that the Terms he 
propoſed were moſt juſt, Tom having fetched 
2 Bible, and framed an Oath proper for his, 
and, as he then aſſerted, our own Security, 
too, we all took it moſt greedily ; and then 
ſhaking Hands round, and kiſlog | each 
In. : | other, 


| 7 Z - "if HISTOR Y.. : 

| "other, i in jp of an inſeparable Affectios, 1 
Lom began to * us * the Kew, E 
as follows. | 


CHAP. V. 
Tap barangues. them... His Argument in FI 1 
vour of the Higbway. Account of bis oun 
Tunſactions. Deſcant upon Tom's Propa- 
fat. | Agree to it, Tom's proper Hints, 


"OU are all ſenſible, my Friends, ſaid Y 
he, that the World, and all the living 

- Creatures in it, were originally made for Man; 

if then the living Creatures, much more 
were the inanimate Parts of the Creation at 
his Diſpoſe ; which plainly demonſtrates to 
me, that they are, by the original Inſtitution 

and Law of Nature, equally the Property of 
all. What then has created the Difference 
which we at this Day find? and that Ine- ” 
quality we feel in the Diſtribution of nun- 
dane Benefits? Why truly, no more than 
this, that ſome have at all Times paſt been 
active, and ſome indolent; till theſe have 
been made the Property of thoſe, who, by 
having graſped inſatiably at all Things, 
have left nothing behind for the indolent, W 
and future active, at this Day to enjoy, 77 1 
What 
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what maſt paſs through their Hands to 
them. . 
What; my F inn then could be r more 
litick, than for theſe Poſſeſſors of all 
hings, having Power over their poorer 
Brethren,. to inſtitute Laws for the Conſer- 
vation of their ill-gotten Gains in their 
WW own Hands? This therefore they did, with- 
out the leaſt Aﬀent of the Defrauded ; who, 
for Want of Power to overhaul Things, have 
erer fince ſuffered them to run on in the 
IE Channel theſe Gripers had placed them im; 
d WY but tell me, are Laws made by a Juntoz by 
one intereſted Part of a Conſtitution alone, 
; BE binding, without the Conſent of the Com- 
WE munity ! 1 No, truſt me, they are not; and 
he that is but bleſſed with a Share of Spirit, 
8 will contemn them, and as far as in him 
n lies, aim at reinſtating Matters in their * 
mitive Courſe. | 
To familiarize this, added Tom, by an 
unconteſtable Example; have not the Kings 
of the Earth ſeveral diſtin Kingdoms in 
ſole Property, as they call it, when they 
would ward off a more potent Neighbour 
from intermeddling therein? Hold they 
not, for the moſt Part, theſe their ſeveral 
Sovereignties under Treaties with the neigh- 
3 bouring Princes, and even their Guaranties? 
But what of all that? 18 there a Man of 
| them 


9 
* 


62 The HISTORY 
them therefore, who, ſpying but his Advan- 
tage over his Brother Monarch, and where. 
he can ſecurely ſeize ſome Territory of his, 
that ever neglects the Opportunity of an- 
nexing it to his own; till ſome one more 
powerful than he, makes Prey of it us b 
for his own Uſe ? E 
Is there an Animal, added Ls. the 
Brute Creation, ſcarce, but has ſome other 

that he feeds upon? Is not all Nature con- 
ducted by Oppoſition, and thereby main- x. 
tained, againſt the ſuperior Power, one E. 
lement of another, one Creature of another? 
What then will enfue, if all Men are of the 
ſame Mind, but Indolence and Stupidity ? 
Theſe are the Conſiderations that have long 
biaſſed me, to make the moſt of that Power Y; 
entruſted to me by Nature, of which, pray 
let me have your Opinion, Gentlemen, adc- 
ed he? = © 
 Fack and I had ſat gaping at each other, 2 
and then at Tom, for a long Time, waiting | 
when this tedious Harangue would find : 
Concluſion ; till, perceiving it to be wound 
up, under a Requeſt of our Opinions, we ti 
frankly acknowledged the Truth of great 
Part of his Poſitions ; as that they, whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it was to impoſe Laws themſelves upon 
others, were frequently the firſt to infringe 
upon them; and —_— that Might = 1 


% . 
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tttle ſtudious of Right, where it had à fa. 
vourite Project to execute; admitting, that 
„the Example he had produced was fully ex- 
M preflive of what he intended by 1 it; but yer, 
1 ey not we, as we told him, invent, how 
al che Preamble he had made; rended to 
W our ſubſiſting genteelly by Büfhefs. 
on replied; that Mankind having key 8 
ovp fondry unſavoury Notions upon Truſt, 
Nvithout ever once weighing their Validity, 
it would generally caufe no' ſlender Con- 
ſumption of Time, to remove thoſe Preju< 
dices from Mens Minds, before they were 
prepared for the Receipt of more generous 
and illimited Ideas; for that nothing mak- 
ing ftronger Impreſſions upon the "Mind, 
2 than Poſitions inculcated in early Life, not 
one Man in ten was prepared to abandon 
them, upon the moſt judicious Arguments, 
if not framed upon the Turn he had been 
2 accuſtomed to, without producing to him 
the moſt undeniable Examples, which were 
ever more convictive than Precepts. © 
As to the Occupation he had to ppl 
do us, he ſaid, that the immediate Outſet 
would be but inconfiderable, the whole 
Sum not amounting to more than tweni 
Pounds a- piece, which would amply furniſh 
5 qu, til Returns would be made us, ſuffi- 


64 Te HISTORY 'B 
cient to rank us with Gentlemen, from the. 
Profits of our Empl Oyment. | | | 

Look'ye! Tom, faid I, you have 10 
wound us up to ſuch a Pitch, that we ca F | 
patiently attend no longer, without a Dic 1 


inions, this dwelling upon ho Outworkl 3 
only, will never make us Maſters of ties U 
Fort, which is what we alone defire ; ther: 
fore, without more Circumlocution, dell | 
the Occupation, we are to engage in, anc 
then we may gueſs at the Profits. 
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had ſaid, had only tended to the Subverſiall 1 
of common Prejudices from our Ig 1 | 
tions, and to the eſtabliſhing certain unde 
niable Principles tn our Minds, under wha ö 
we ſhould more inſcrupulouſly embrace. f 
Poſitions; but that, having ſo done, E 
| ſhould, as briefly as poſſible, diſplay al 
Meaning to us. Uo 
We neither of us, added 7 am, ſeem ui 
be Strangers to the others indigent Circun 
ftances. We each want to mend then 
_ which can no ways be done, but by a Ci 1 #F 
culation of Caſh, from the Pockets of {ul 
as abound, into ours, who ſtand in Need ai 
ir. This, added he, is the Deſign and Vienf 3 
that ali Men profeſſing Buſineſs ſet out with 


though by different Ways as and Means. Soni 
| cu 
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: of two Modern Adventurers. 65 
can truckle to manual Arts and Labour, 
others to Confinement, like Galley Slaves, 

to the Circuit of their Shop, but without 
Fear of overworking themſelves; The Law- 


=S Cauſe, as the moſt righteous Caſe he ever 
met with in his Practice; the Parſon con- 
ſumes his Hours, both Night and Day, upon 
diſtinguiſhing Right from Wrong; and the 
Stateſman cajoles his Maſter into Security, 
8 whilſt he is playing his Game behind the 
Curtain; but what are the Views of all 
theſe, but a Tranſlation of the Caſh of the 
one into the other's Pocket, or truly ſpeak- 
ing, a Sort of picking Pockets? Now, 
entlemen, continued he, ſince this is the 
ich Way of all the World, why ſhould not we, 


1 
bo) 


94 and without deceiving our Cuſtomers under 
falſe Colours and Pretences, nobly demand 


for ourſelves? 6 
Tou would almoſt perſuade me to be- 


1. lieve you intend us for the Road, Tom, ſaid 


Lack. Speak out, if that is your Meaning, 
aid he? It is, ſaid Tom ; nor is there a 
more ſafe, eaſy, or thriving Trade now on 
foot, under judicious Management; but 
angerous, Tom, ſaid I, Not in the leaſt, 
4 = replied 


yer ſpends his Lungs in crying up a bad 
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by fairer Methods, obtain the ſame End; 


3 Contributions from ſuch as are able to ſpare 
them to us; and, in Caſe of Refuſal, carve 
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replied Tom, if you run not your own Necks | 
into the Miſchief; and ſince J have already 
explained myſelf, and we are all under an | 1 
Oath of Secreſy, I ſhall the leſs ſcruple to 


inform you, that I can practically prove my | 4 
Aſſertion: For upon my Undcle's 457 8 4 | 
whilſt every Thing was putting under Se- 4 
queſtration, I ſeized upon a few Pounds, | 
before they fell into the Creditors Hands ; 4 
and having nothing elſe to turn my Eu 3 | 
to, by way of improving my ſmall Stock, 
and to keep myſelf from Idleneſs, I pur- | | 
chaſed myſelf a Nag and Piſtols, and Kl. 1 
ed forth upon my Adventures; wherein, hal 
I met with leſs Proſperity, I had ſtill con. 
tinued the Calling; but, being Gainer of 4 
a'clear hundred and twenty Pounds, in the 4 } 
firft Week, I fell into a — 2 
where my Stock ni ghtly fluctuating, 1 
ther than recede a Loſer, I followed it vl .Yj 
every Farthing was gone, and I had coll 1 t 
my Horſe, and had gotten myſelf in Devi ä 
ſome Pieces; when accidentally hearing fi 1 
this Place, I ſtept into it for ready Bread, i 
nor have I ever ſeen my, gaming Comps | 1 
nions ſince. Now, had I puſhed my rl 
Undertaking, I had been rich by this Time; 
but I was ſo melancholy at purſuing it x 1 Tn 
_ 6 n- it . but little Re- 1 % 
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artet, having ever been a Lover of Com- 
Wy pany. 
There are bin few Requiſites, added 
Tom, to form a compleat Maſter of the Art; ; 
but, as I ſhall not now have Time to de- 
= monſtrate theſe to you, I muſt defer them 
o the next Opportunity; only this I ſhall 
WJ now add, that as the Occupation will not 
„only afford you, but require ſeveral Shifts 
of the beſt of Cloathing, ſo you will be pre- 
pared for aſſociating with Men of the high · 


eſt Ranks, and in the moſt polite Places 


too, theſe being ever the leaft ſuſpicious. | 
The Bar-Bell having rung for ſome Time 
before Tem had concluded, he could not then 
ſtay for our Reply; nor any longer, than to 
© | _ our Weinen for Ainet there the next 
bay 
= No Wonen was e gene, than Jack and 


i 1 with vaſt Impatience, ſat watehing which 


WE ſhould frſt hear the other's Sentiments of 
what had paſſed, each being deſirous of 


knowing them, before he expoſed his own'; 


A till tired; by the Corttinuance of a Silence 
FT which I could: propoſe no abfolute Conclu- 
fon to; Well, Jack, ſaid I, what do'ſt 


= think of our old Friend Tom 's Propofal for 


1 making Gentlemen of us at once? 
= 7-4, humming, replied, there had, moſt 
YG urdoubtedly; been — gotten that Way: : 

and 
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and Hanging too, Jack, ſaid I. It was 
true, he ſaid, there had ſo; but, in hi 1 
Opinion, more than Half of thoſe who came 
to untimely Ends, owed them more to theit 
own Folly, than to any Neceſſity from their 
Calling; nor could he think, _ that, if 
Man took Care how he behaved in that 
Caſe, he might grow grey in the Trade, and 
at laſt die as honeſtly as his Neighbours; 
for that he had obſerved, in his little Expe- 8 
rience in Life, that not Diſhoneſty in the © 
general was held puniſhable, or gave a Man 
the leaſt Diſcredit with his N eighbours; but 
that it was ſome particular Species of it th 
a Man was ſtigmatized for; and that, only {* 
in the Judgment of the ſtupid World; who, 
had it laid the ſame Odium upon all, mult 
have drawn all under the ſame Condemna- |" 
tion: So that he who goes upon the High- |: 
way to take a Purſe, added Zack, defraud: BW. 
another, it is true; but as he does it not by WW; 
over- reaching him 3 ia a Bargain, neither 
does the Tradeſman, who gilds over the 
Defects of his Wares, and ſwears them 
ſound, take the Purſe. But which is molt | 
guilty, Judge you? wp) ” 
For my Part, added Jack, if it were not . 
for the naſty. Chance a Man ſtands, if be 
comes to be taken and convicted, I ſhould i 
* for try ing m. Fortune upon the Rook L 


. 
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Veith good Company. "OM tay you to it! * 
WT demanded he. 

I told him, that as Matters at preſent | 
were ſituated, I could not ſay, but a Share 
of their Earnings might be agreeable enough 


Ld 3 hd 


to me, were it not for the annexed Penalty; 
bor, as nothing venture, nothing have, and as 
| a Recruit muſt ſoon be'procured ſome how 


or other, I had half a Mind to caſt my Lot 
3 15 them, and put it to the Teſt, 4 
= cy Life, or an Halter. 
ln ſhort, we became ſo well apprized of 
, Nach others Sentiments before we parted, as 
to furniſh ourſelves upon our Pillows that 
2 Night with ſufficient Reſolutions for ſtand- 
| Wing to Tom's Propoſal; and now, ſo eager 
ere we.of engaging in cloſer Conference 
1 4 about it, that we met in the Park a full 
” four before our Appointment, where we. 
Mm fell too, without Ceremony, upon our new 
ber! e as upon a Thing that had 
1 been previouſly concluded upon, and no 
eser waited for Arguments to perſuade 
to it. 
= 7om, not perfectly knowing what Tem- 
| 1 per he had left us in the foregoing Even- 
Fe Ing, looked not a little ſhy upon us the 
ll ert Day; for as to himſelf, he having 
620 2 bed the Villain within him, had we 
git een retentive of our Honeſty ſtill, as rp 
= What 


em 
wot 5 2 1 
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. what he knew we might, he muſt have been 
conſequently odious to us; ſo that he bel 
haved but very queerly, till Jack told him 
we mult all be Brethren at laſt: For that! 
and I having conſidered his Propoſal (the 
we conceived it to be dangerous) had 
_ greed, that Death was preferable to Pover 

ty, and were determined to take our Chand 
with him ; but as he had gained ſome Fx 
perience by his former Practice, and had r# 
flected upon the Calling more accurately t 
we had as yet had Time for, we muſt de 
ſire him to perfect us in all that he 0 
relating to the Affair, that we might be aſi 
much Maſter of the Theory of our ang 
poſſible, before we ſhould practically erf 
gage ourſelves 1 in it. 1 
Tom's Eyes ſparkling at what Sharp all 
reported, and his Countenance reſuming 
brilliant Air; my beſt of Friends, faidh 
you may command me, in Life or Deat - 
to your Service. O] that I had but ore 
met with you! I make no Doubt, but in 
ſtead of the humble Waiter as I now ni 
had been Maſter of my Hundreds, and hay 
been Gueſt at the Houſe I now ſerve in. 

Gentlemen, ſaid he, you muſt dae 
believe me to be but ſlenderly n 7 
Caſh, om ha Oy Station you 1 
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than fix Guineas, and ſome running Silver, 
which will be far too ſhort for my neceſſary 


be procured for each of us; a ſafe and ex 
ditious Retreat, being no leſs material chan 
a reſolute Onſet z for that, to which ſoever 
Jide Victory inclines, we muft never ſtudy 

to maintain our Forces upon the Field of 
Battle. 


ſaid Tom, will but aſſiſt me with a few Pie- 
ces to equip myſelf out, I care not how ſoon 
Ve are in Action; nor need you fear Re- 
payment, even poſlibly by the Returns of 
our firſt Sally. 
There is ks Thing, my F riends, 
added he, which though I could wiſh com- 
pleated before the Commencement of our 
Undertaking ; yet, as that will be impoſſible 
Por me to provide, but from the Benefit of 
eur Labours, I muſt poſtpone, till they ſhall 
1 turniſh me with Ability, and this is, a ſuffi- 
cient Change of Apparel; it being abſo- 
Wucly neceſſary that we never appear about 
he Town, and on the Road, in the ſame 
f Livery; nay, even the Wig and Hat muſt 


II. 


7 
Part 


= Equipment: For firſt, a ſpeedy Beaſt muſt 


Now, if either of you, my good Friends, 
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Tone to our common Way of ſpeaking; | 
and, if poſſible, to contrive ſome Mole, or 
Scar, upon ſuch Part of our Faces, as are 
left moſt expoſed to View; for I am an | 
Enemy to a total Secretion of this, ſince 
the Eye may be moſt miſled by it of any 
—_—: : 5 
As to a ſafe Place for depoſiting our 
Nags in, and the falſe Marks we muſt ap- 
propriate to them, the former muſt be di- 
ligently fought out, and the latter muſt de- 
pend upon the Cattle themſelves when pur- 
chaſec. 1 7 
In ſhort, Tom declaring that the preſent 
Meeting would be far too ſhort, to hint at 
=. Abundance of Particulars in, that he had | 
9 yet behind for our Information, it was a- 
1 greed that he ſhould forthwith quit his 
Place, on Pretence of the Death of a Friend, 
who had left him a pretty Eſtate in the 
Country ; and that, taking a Lodging, re- 
mote from his Maſter's, I ſhould furniſh 
both him and Zack with Supplies, till we 
ſhould enter upon our new Occupation, and 
then we appointed another Meeting- Place, 
where we might adjuſt all further Prelimi- 


naries. 
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e, up for Highwaymen. Altack a Coach. 
Us they come off. Method of living. 

= Tom drawn in by a Whore. Grows ex- 

= zravagant. Commits a Murder. They leave 

= bin. Their Caſe deſperate. Sharp relates 
an unfortunate Love Affair. 


= A LL being perfected, as had been con- 
£ | cluded at the preceding Meeting, it 
coſt me above fifty Pounds to harneſs out 
2 myſelf and my Companions with ſeveral 
Ss Suits of Clothes each; which, that we might 
be the better furniſhed with, for the leaſt 
Expence, we bought in Monmouth-ftreet, 
and then, for ſome Time, we conſorted 
Vith none but the beſt Company, at the 
= moſt noted Places of Reſort, even ſome of 
WJ thoſe we had been before acquainted with; 
ſeldom going together, but rather dropping 
in ſingly, and as it were gaining our Ac- 
W quaintance there; till at length we became 

WJ viſibly intimate with each other, as with ſe- 
WE vera! other Gentlemen there, © 

= We had firſt purchaſed each his Gelding, 
at the Expence of forty-five Pounds in the 
hole; nor travelled a genteeler Set of 
Creatures upon any Road near London. Tom 
Vor. I. i E having 
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oo, TEE hired us a Stable, to and bom which 
we could paſs and he without any one's I 

with us. We alſo L 

\.. bought each of us an Hanger, and two Pair 
of Piſtols; a ſhorter. Pair for each of our 
Pockets, and a longer to be ſlung under out 

Great coats, and to be produced is om the = 
Word of Command to ſtancg 7 
11 Thus accoutered, we ſallied forth one A 
Afternoon, but at nk Times and by 
ſeveral Ways, to the Rendezvous we had 


pre- appointed, upon Putney Common, which 


we were croſſing. a Foot Pace, when Ton, BY 


who was as watchful as a Leveret, pricking 2 
up his Ears, cried, Hark! here is ſome 
Wheel. Carriage approaching us: Fall back 
one of you for ſome Poles Diſtance; let 1 


another — us advance, and the middle Man 
attack it, ſaid Tom. If there are Servants 
on Horſeback before, let the laſt of us ſuf- 


fer them to paſs him; if behind, let the S | 


foremoſt of us prevent their giving Succour Wi 
to the Company within, whilſt the middle: 


moſt is rifling the Paſſengers. 2 
Jact, ſaid he, Let me ſee how you can 


| behave at a Coach door; do you order the i 


Coachman to ſtop, preſenting your Piece at 
him for Refuſal, and then demand the Mo- 
ney of the Company; but guard againſt re- 
ceiving Watches, Rings » Snuff: boxes, of 
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any Thing elſe but Money ; for all theſe 
; 7 rifles are deceitful; and may themſelves 
turn Informers againſt us. 


Jack beg' d to be executed from the Poſt of 


Honour, till he ſhoùld have obſerved Tom's 

Behaviour therein; which, he ſaid, would 
be far more inſtructing to him, than the 
moſt accurate Lecture he could read to him; 
upon which, leaving me behind, and ſend- 
ing Sharp forwards, Tom took the Center 


himſelf, for beginning the Aſſault there, ] 


where, if he ſhould find himſelf prefſed, 


upon a whiſtle, we were both to malt up if 


to his Aſſiſtance. 
It proved, upon entering the Common, 


to be a Coach and four, Wiek two Servants i 
on Hoi ſeback behind, one of whom catried 
a Carbine in his Hand: beſides, that each A 


of them had Piſtols in the Holſters, 


Jack eyed their Arms, as he rode up toll 
them; then judging the Carbine a danger- 
ous Weapon, when truſted in the Hands of } 
4 Man at large, intent upon Miſchief roo, 
he rode up as near as he could to the Bear- 
er's Left-hand, when cloſing with him, he 
judged the Carbine would be of no Uſe to 


him. He then, with his Piſtol in his Right-| 


hand, clapt to the Fellow's Head, ſwore he 


uy 
5 


nt 


. i 


was a dead Man, if he dropt not his Arms A 


* 
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Jack had ſo engaged himſelf in cloſe 
5 Quarters with his Man, that the other Ser- 


5 vant was deterred from firing, leſt he ſhould 


i peradventure mils his Aim, and deſtroy his 


N i i Fellow, who neither abſolutely reſiſted Jack, 
| ceiving, and fearing leſt Zack ſhould be 


which might prove of far worſe Conſequence 
than the Loſs of our expected Booty, he 
quitted the Coach, and rode up to the Help 
of his Comrace, whilſt the Coach bowling 
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not remain only a tame Spectator of che 
Combat before me, I called to the Coach- 
wan to ſtop, at the ſame Time pre ſenting 
: _F Piſtol to him. 
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here were two Gentlemen and a Lady 


in the Coach, the latter of whom ſcreaming 
out, one of the Gentlemen called to the 


J Coachman to rein in his Horſes, and then 


telling me there was a Lady in the Coach, 


1 


1 


they had about them, and hoped 4 would 
i them like Gentlemen. 
This I having in my feigned Voice en- 


. ſor, the Gentlemen threw each his 

Purſe into my Hat, and the Lady, at the 
ame Time, her Watch and a Diamond 
# Ring, ; 


or wholly ſubmitted to him. This Tom per- 


worſted by two to one odds againſt him, 


forwards, and meeting me, that I might 


hom he hoped I would no ways terrify, | 
he aſſured me, I ſhould be welcome to what 
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Ring, which I deſired 'one of the Gentle- 
men to return to her again, for that I would 
have nothing to do with them. This. ge- 

nerous Behaviour ſo charmed the Lady, that, 
calling to me to tarry, as I was turning 
from the Coach, ſhe threw her Purſe alſo 
into my Har, and at the ſame Time wiſhed 
me a Good-night, and ſafe home with it. 


A Piſtol at this Inſtant firing, I ſpurred ö 


up to my engaged Companions, expecting 
no leſs than that there had been Murder 
committed of one Side or other; but before 
I could reach them, the two Servants met 
me, flying to overtake the Coach, being 
exceedingly well mounted; and, in Token 
of their Affection, one of them fired his 
Piſtol juſt before my Noſe, but miſſed me. 


I was turning about to have chaſtized the 


inſolent Raſcal, when, perceiving my Com- 


panions upon the full Speed croſs the Com- 


mon, I made after them at my Top Rate; 


nor ſtopped either of us, till we had made 
a Tour of about four Miles; when diſcharg- 
ing ourſelves of a long narrow Lane, we came 
amongſt ſome Encloſures, where, hearing no 
Sound of a Purſuit, we ſauntered for a While 

to cool our Cattle, and had Thoughts of 
returning for that Night, unleſs we ſhould 


meet any Thing in our Way worth ſtop-. 


ping for, | 
E 3 Tom 
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Tom began to diſplay Fack's Reſolution 
and Conduct, in the moſt advantageous Co- 
jours, ſetting forth his two Antagoniſts as 
very brave and daring Fellows; and Jack, 
in Return, acknowledged his Eſcape from 

them to be ſolely owing to the timely Aſ- 


ſiſtance he afforded him; but regretted not 
only the Loſs of our Booty, he ſaid, for its 
don Sake, but for that it was ominous to 
be foiled in our firſt Attempt. 


8 * - 


Tow replied, that general Traders muſt. i 


be. ſometimes Loſers, as well as Gainers; 
but, turning to me, was amazed, he ſaid, 
that I ſhould ſtand neuter in the Affair, and 
neither fly to their Succour, or detain the 
Coach till they had diſengaged themſelves; 
for in Spite of the Servants, he ſaid, had 
not the Coach, when the Servants ran, been 
ſo much ahead, he would have made a Puſh 
for a Contribution, . | 
I told him, it would have been har to 
little Purpoſe if he had; for that he would 
WW; have found tbe Gentry pennyleſs. Tam ſaid, 
that Perſons of the Rank they ſeemed to 
bear, never travelled unprovided; and it 
= ' would have made them a good Supper at 
= Jeaft, after all the Trouble they had. taken 
with the Scoundrels their Lacquies. 
Prithee, Tom, ſaid I, what can you be- 
here! me to have been at, during your Reo: 
©} © - þ<L6408 > 75 counter, 
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I counter, if not trying the Strength of their 
; Abilities > Why, Man! I have not only 
IH > cocured you a Supper for To-night, add- 
ed l, but the Proviſion of ſome Weeks, 2 
WY vichour Labour. „ 
Are you in earneſt, Will ? faid he. 121. 
bored him I was, and could not imagine, 
but they muſt have ſeen what I Vas at; but 
1 - — 5 found that neither of them had. The 
I Compliments fyw ran as. fluſh in my Fa- 
ur as be fore rhey had in Jack's; nay, to fo 5 
much more heartily, , by how much 1 was 
dow the beſt able to pay for them: So that, 
hearing of my $1 We all jogged much 
more merrily — than only with 
e for we met not the 
| eaſt orhe? Thing wotth attempting: 
Over a Bottle at N ight, I gave them an 
Aecount of my Proceedings with the Coach: 
and then pulling out my three Purſes, I 
poured forth their Contents upon the Table, 
amounting in the Whole to fifty-one Gui- 
neas 3 beſides a Watch and a Ring, Which 
told them I had redelivered to the Con 
LA ; " 
This Tom cbnmendes me for; but Pac c = 
declared, that, had it been his hortune to 
have taken them, he ſhould! have made bold 
to have moved off with them. Jom highly 
OE him; but Fack ſaid, he had almoſt 
E 4 longed 
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2 to be Maſter of a Watch, 8 woulſ 
certainly have kept it for his own Pocket; 3 
nor could he think that,any Thing looks I 


. genteeler in Company, than a Diamond iſ 


Ring upon the Finger. 

Tom allowed the Neue of _ Thing AJ 
if openly purchaſed ; but for him to be u 
Poſſeſſion of what, whoever ſhould ſee i, 
might make legal Claim to; and what be. 
ing ſworn to by the true Owner, would pu 


him upon Proof of i its Attainment, by . lay- : 


ful Means, or, in Default thereof, hang 


bim; 3 was runnin ſuch a Riſk for a Trille, 0 ö * 
he ſaid, as no, Prudent Man en ſubjec ll 


himſelf to. tg oral ie 21141 
We were far more best, chan moſt of | 
our Fraternity generally are; for inſtead of - 
dividing the Spoil, and each Man ſquan-W 
dering away his Part, either upon Women, 


\ Gaming, or Drinking, we took but i two Wl 
Guineas each, and depoſited the Remainder 
under Lock and Key, as the Foundation of 


a growing Fund for our future Exigencies. 
We took each of us a ſeveral Lodging, 
though we were obliged to pay for the Rent 
of a private Houſe, in order to the entit. 
| ling ourſelves to a good Stable, which ſtood 
in a back Yard, to which there was no Way ll 
but through the Dwelling-houſe; but of 1 
this we made no other Uſe, than as a Repale | 
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tory for our Great-Coats, Boots, and riding 
Accoutrements; ſo that neither of our Land- 
lords where we lodged, were apprized of our 
keeping Horſes. 

We uſually made two Turns a Week; 
or, if not ſucceſsful to our Wiſhes, three: | 
For it was a bad Night indeed, wherein we 
made not ten Pounds; ; bur, upon a mode- 
rate Computation, one Weck with another, 
for the firſt Quarter, we made about ſixty 

Pounds a-Week ; and, which was very re- 
= markable, in Perſons of our Profeſſion, the 
= higher our Gains amounted, the cloſer we 
= grew, and more niggardly in our Expences; 
till Tom, falling into Company with a young 
Woman of the Town, whoſe Extravagan- 
cies would have ſwallowed up a princely 
Revenue, he, in a ſhort Time, not only 
had extracted his whole Dividend out of our 
Bank, but had greatly dipped into our Quo- 
Wy tas tod; nor would he reſt ſatisfied with 
1 Excurſions, twice or thrice in a Week, but 
was perpetually urging us forth every Night; 

at which Times, no moderate Gains Would? 
content him, till we had watched out, fre- 
quently, the whole Night for encreaſing 
them: Nay, as we ſoon after found,” if we, 
as ve frequently did, declined our Attend- 
= "ce ſo often as he requeſted us, he would 
| Nevertheleſs go by himfelf, and make the 
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V moſt of it; and rather than let any Thing 
4 = his Fingers, through Neglect, or Dread 
of the Conſequence, he was ſo daring, as 
to have engaged in ſome ſuch bold Actions, 
as had very nearly proved his Overthrow. 
This Sort of Management gave Jack and 
me ſuch Diſquiet, left, upon his Apprehen- | 
ſion, we ſhould be impeached by bim, that 
we had often conſulted together upon the 
ſecureſt Method of quitting his Society, and 
BY withdrawing ourſelves to ſome other Part of 
mW the Country, both out of his Knowledge and 


Reach; but we never had the Reſolution to 


execute it, till about two Months after; 
when, hearing that he had committed a-bar- 
barous Murder, and that Search was very 
warmly making after him, we, without fur- 
ther Deliberation or Ceremony, took our 
Horſes the next Morning, and, with the 
Caſh we were then Maſters of, ſet forwards 
for the North, for the two or three firſt 
Days, moſt expeditiouſly; till we were, as 
we thought, beyond the Smell of London; 


then, ſlackening our Rate, we reſted, now 


here, now there, as Chance or Fancy led us. 
Being now out of Dread, as we appre- . 
hended, of a Purſuit, by Means of Tom's 


impeaching of us, incaſe himſelf ſhould be 


ſurprized, or confined ; our Thoughts e- 
verting Omen we began again, for 


Want 


e 
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Want of other Employment, to turn our 
yes upon our own Vontlitzens⸗ as moſt deſ- 1 
perate. e 

= The Want of joitiation into ſome. Occu-. 5 
I pation, capable of ſubſiſting us, in our ju- 
* 3 venile Days, had left us neither Ability, or , 
inclination, for looking into any manual 
art or Profeſſion, in which we muſt ſubject 
ourſelves to a limited Probation and In- 
traction, before we could commence Pro- 
fcſients for ſubſiſting by it; nor was our 
Joint Stock, at the utmoſt, more than three 

hundred Pounds, over and above what Tm 
had pillaged us of; a Sum, far too narrow, 
vue were both ſenſible, for ſubſiſting us long 
vy pon the Road, as Travellers, and Gentle- 
men: For we had ſo long been accuſtomed. . 
to the beſt of living in Publick-houſes, that 

ve could by no Means ſubmit to the Indigni- 
nes, generally offered by Perſons of the like 
Occupation, to ſuch as trouble them merely 
for their own Conveniency, with an Eye ra- 
eder to ſaving, than a liberal Diſperſion of 
BY their Caſh amongſt them; our Method hav- 
ing ever been, to have belizred: ourſelves 
ſo, as ta have met with a neat welcome 
at parting.” 5 = SLE 
= Theſe Thoughts den us into ſueh a un 
ecdion, in a While, as to abate much of tbe 
; Rab: op Life to us; we had employed 
Ai — many | 
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many Hours of our ſpare Time, in! 


ing Means for diſpoſing of ourſelves prog 1 


beneficial Employment : For, as to our lar 


Profeſſion, now we were fairly out of tie 
- Hands of our Preceptor, we had not the © 
leaſt Notion of launchirg into that M Way d 


Life again, though we ſhould be certain u 1 
be the greateſt Gainers by it: For ever ſine 


we had declined it, our whole Armazemen 
had been occupied, only in conceiving bo 
it ſhould have been pollible for us to har 
ſurvived in it for one half of the Time 


had done; ſo that nothing now. was, further 2 


our Averſion, than all Thoughts of reven - 


ing to that again. 
Not being able to fix upon any Under 1 
taking, promiſſory of the leaſt Succeſs; a 


we were muſing over our forlorn Conditia Wl 


one Day, Ah! ſaid Jack Sharp, if I had not 


been born an unhappy Dog, 1 had not pon | 


been to ſeek for a Subliſtence. I repliec 
that I too might ſay the ſame, Thiag tor 
had I but been ſo lucky as to have.hada I 
diſcreet Parent, who had ſtudied my;Provi: 
ſion in Life, beyond his own Grandeur, 
ſhould as little have been driven to my pte: 
ſent Shifts, as he would, had his, Ari) A 
ther- in- law proved an honeſt Man to him. 
Sbarp replied, that he meant it not in 
that War but Wha. he poke of was, 4 
Portune 


Finances; but deſire! 


7 69 Modern Adventurers. 85 
Fortune of his own procuring. I told him, 
it was never too late to try or it, and wit 
dered he ſhould heſitate at putting it to the 

Experiment, in the Thad te low Ebb of his 

: mW him ro let me into the 
= Myſtery of it. bb ap4 
Pil, aid te, there“ ne” 1 has ap- 

WF peared to me, more than one Woman 

| upon Earth, whom I could elteem mcom- 

patably beyond her whole Sex. She was 


the Heireſs of a Gentleman in ou Neigh- | 


; # bourhood': had two hundred Pounds aYear, 


and about four thouſand Pounds in Money, 


in her own Poſſeſſion. She was a moſt in- 
timate Acquaintance of a Kinſwoman of 
mine, who loved me as her own Brother, 


and for whom I had the moſt cordial Af- 


W nina. 
It was with her chat I firſt beheld my 


9 Charter; there was I ſmitten with her, 
WW and to this Kinfwoman ] firſt diſcovered my 


Regard for the Lady. She praifed my 
| Choice, adding ſuch Encomiums upon: the 
Lady's Virtues and Qualifications, as united 
my Affection to her Perſon ſtill more ar- 
dently ; infomuch, that deſiring her to ſtand 
my Friend, and, by a minute Search, to 


enquire whether the young Lady could af. 


fect me, or would have any the leaſt Aver- 
ion to my Addreſſes; I ſoon diſcovered 
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acceptable J might prove to her, if 


What had eſcaped. her, en paſſant, might 
be depended 7288 In Ba — 


conquered her feminine Scruples; brought her 


to an Engagement for Wedlock with me, 
and we were to have been Man and Wife, 
ſo ſoon: as proper Articles could have been 
adjuſted, and executed, for the Settlement 
0 her Fortune, and mine, which was then 
n my Mother's Hands, as we had agreed 
£44 Big but herein may I pronounce. myſelf 
the unhappy Dog I but now mentioned, 
that whilſt theſe Things were in Agitation, 
the Lady was taken with the Swall Pox, 


and in about ten Days after die. 
J was extremely grieved for the Loſs of 


her; but had been infinitely more ſo then, 


had I known what would after have befallen 
me; nor ſince that Time, can I truly ſay, 
that 1 have wholly ceaſed to lament my 
Misfortune, in my own Breaſt,” for any one 
ſingle Day; though you are the firſt of my 
n that bn have ever revenled i It to. 


” | 
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4 CRAFT. 1 792 
Project io make their Fortunes by Marriage. 
= Diſcuſſed. Agreed to. ' Beneficial Article. 
Procure their beſt Clothes. Fear Tom's * 
impeaching them. Tom committed. | Re- 


ACK's Over-night's Misfortune had ſo 
: abſolutely poſſeſſed both my Heart, and 


my Brain, at the Time of my going to Reſts 


that it produced in me, during the dark 
BE Seaſon, a Propoſal for Sbarp's Ear in the 
Morning, which I could not but judge we 
might make a good Hand of, if managed 
with Accuracy and Reſolution. Nay, I 
had revolved it over and over, ſo long in 
my own Imagination, as to have entirely 
vanquiſhed every preſenting Difficulty. it 
might be attended with, and to have brought 
Hit to the wiſhed for Perfection of an ample 
and regular Settlement in the World for 
our whole ſucceeding Lives Time; and ſo 
full was I of my Project, that no ways bes 
ing able to keep my Bed any longer, l even 
ſtarted at the Peep of Morning; nor would; 
my Impatience, for imparting my Suggeſ- 
ions to my Fellow- Traveller, permit me to 
ſuffer his Repoſe, till himſelf ſhould be dif- 
. | | poſed 


„ 
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poſed for riſing ; but, knocking at his Don 3 
I defired him either to dreſs, and come dom E 
, 15 me, or at leaſt to, riſe, and let me in 0 4 
Jacl Sharp, hoſe perplexities Gor Fun - 
rity,” had objected to his Slumber for th 
former Part of the Night, had not long H 
himſelf in Repoſe, before my Alarm awake 
him, in one of the molt unpleaſant Moo 
I had ever known him in; nor would a fel 

Arguments gain me even Admiffion to hi 
Bed- ſide; for he abſolutely refuſed: to lea 
it: Till at length, upon my repeated Re. 
queſts he let me in; but, returning to h 
Bed again, wondered, he ſaid, how I cou 
be ſo croubleſome, and at fo unſeaſonable u 
Hour too. Had I, he ſaid, paſſed thei 
Night under ſuch a Turbulency of Spirit 
as he had done, I ſhould have judged ver Wl 
hardly of him to have awoken me, juſt after 
I was fallen, through F atigue, under a genie ; 
— of my Inquietudes. 85 

Dear Fack, ſaid 1, blame me not for tie) 
ſent Interruption to your Slumbers : Ia {: 
Fo have had but a diſagreeable Night of it, BW a 
though my Reſtleſſneſs has rather concluded Wt: 


in a fweer Compoſure from Diſtreſſes, anf » 
an Invitation to the bliſsful Scene, from 1 
whence v we © may both date our future _ h 

| | TY 5 
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pineſs. Ha! ſaid Sharp, ſay y 1 ſo? that 
will, indeed, be worth attending Wed 

I told him, my Cogitations had been upon 
the Wing all Night; nor had they only pe- 
netrated into each perſonal Undertaking in 
our own Iſland,” but had almoſt traverſetl 
the whole Globe itſelf, in queſt of a'Main- 
eenance for us, which I hoped, at laſt, T had 
found; or at leaſt, ſo far, that I would be 
reſponſible, nothing leſs than our own 'Mif- 
conduct would deprive us of 'Sneceſs in it, 
if we employed our beſt F aculties in the Ar- 


S tainment of it. 1d in "8 


Pil, ſaid he, I ſo perfectly apple dry 
WY Means: you ſhall: propoſe, whereby Want 


day be excluded all Intimacy with mes cht 


; though I ſhallirejoice 


1 to beat your Propofl, 
et, I beforehand aſſure: ou'of my Readi- 
WF neſs to join with you in every honeſt Step, 
chat carries but the Face 'of "Probability 
wich it. ft pre Dag Etats 

'Do'ſt know how co make Love well, 
Jack? ſaid I; He prefurged he might, he 


aid, having never attempted it but 6nee, 


and that to Purpoſe; but why, continued i 
eo tantalize him with ſuch flying Faneies, 
W when the Realities might fall ſo far ſhort of 
bis Aſpirings, as but oy more to depreſs 
_ meagre derbe Aerea BAK 0 Ad 
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90 


we might, under due Management and Re- 
gulations, not improbably, both make our 
Fortunes by Marriage; or, at leaſt, it was 
but making the Experiment: For tliat I had 


ever been an Enemy to Indolence, and bad 


often found i it to anſwer, that whilſt a Man 
was in Purſuit of ſome one honeſt Ind, 
with Alacrity, he would ſcarce fail, though 
he miſſed of his immediate View, to fal 
upon ſome other Incident, equally, or it 
might be more advantageous in the Long: 
Nun, than the P roſpełt 
with. Therefore, I told him, I fhovk! 
eſteem my ſelf laudably occupied, in having 
ſome reaſonable Purſuit in Hand, let what 
would prove the Iſſue of it. 
Jack, whom I had but juſt releaſed from 
his gloomy Ideas, could not forbear ftarting 
infinite Odds againſt us, as to Matters of 
2 Eſtate and Settlement; concluding, that 
we migat eaſily rid ourſelves of all that was 
left us in the Purſuit of ſuch Amours a 


were chimerical only; but made vaſt Doubt 7 


of our ever being a Penny the better fot 
them; and then, with what Heart could he 
eee a Love-Suit, he ſaid, with = 
Lady, 


oy many that a Thought had inst me 
the laſt Night, that as we were both young, 
and neither of us deſpicable Fellows, or 
wanting in a proper Addreſs to the Ladies, 


he at firſt ſet out 


Lady, or even wiſh for its Perfection, who 
had his late Miſtreſs ever in his Eye, who 
-« far excelled all that ſhe had left behind 


her, as the moſt accompliſhed Prince in 


„ 
yg BY 
NR 


scheme of mine, that ſounded well in Spe- 
culation, but what, upon the Experiment, 


ound u. ne 
Again, he urged, that having left all our 
Apparel behind us, we muſt be new equip- 
ped, from Crown to Sole, with ſeveral 


- {poſſibly attempt even a Familiarity in the 
more, before we could pretend to make 
Conqueſts: For what could we expect that 
Ladies of Figure and Fortune (who were 
the only Game for our Toils) would think 
n go! us, if we ever appeared before them in 
the ſame Livery ; but that we would have 
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ect of thine may the more ſpeedily diveſt 
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Europe did a Slave in the Mines, or Gallies. 
ln ſhort, he ſaid, he took it to be a mad 


b 
) 
| he much feared would leave us worſe than 
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Changes of Habiliments, before we could 


Ladies Companies, and conſequently, much 
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erhibited a Change, had we been Maſters of 
it: — I tell thee, Will, ſaid he, this Pro- 
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Aus of our little remaining Property; but, 
bt believe me, will ſcarce introduce us to greater 


I told him, that all his Ideas were va- 
pouriſh, and preſented him with nothing but 
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for: Nay, that the Thing was ſo apparent, | 
as to have been recorded for a Maxim, that 


be captivated by him. 


ſet upon "thi Project, that I am os ö 
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"what I left behind me in London is of the 1 
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Hydras, and Goblins, dreſſed up in ghaſt. 5 
ly Shapes, and forbidding Appearances, If 
he meant to thrive, he muſt puſh Fortune, int 
who was ſhy of its Favours to the daſtardly eit 
Undertaker, but diſpenſed them liberally | 
to the intrepid and audacious Youth; eſpe- þ 
cially when Woman was the Prize contendet 1 


ee. 
© 


„ * * eee 
© 


faint Heart never won fair Lady: For be 
that would be eſteemed by that Sex a wor. 
thy Lover, muſt act with ſuch Courage, a | 
if he judged himſelf ſo, before ſhe would 1 


Look ye, Jack, added I, my Heart is ſo 


either to make, or break my ſelf by Act 
you, as you pleaſe; as for A it is ſ 1 
neceſſary an Implement in my Profeſſion, 6 
without which, I am too ſenſible, there is 
nothing to be done: For which Reaſon, 4 


beſt, and truly worthy of the beſt Ladys; 
Notice, I am determined therefore to take | 
Faſſage thither by ſome Stage-Coach, leav- | 
ing my Horſe at the Inn behind me till my 
Return; and as there will be but a Trifle 
to pay for my Lodging, I will pack up my 
Als n and return the next no 1 
7 | . ay, 1 
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Nay, Will, ſaid Sharp, if you are reſolv- 
ed upon your Scheme, I am determined not 
do deſert you in it; but, firſt, let us enter 
into an Engagement, mutually beneficial to 
either of us, as it may happen. I replied, 
that for the Sake of his conſorting with me, 
I ſhould be backward in no reaſonable Ex- 
| | pedient for our mutual Advantage, and de- 
fired him to propoſe it to me. T 
l am thinking, Vill, ſaid he, that one of 
us may poſſibly ſucceed in the Attempt you 
are for engaging us both in; but then, that 
both of us ſhall, is as uncertain, as it is to 
| whoſe Lot that ſhall fall. If we are both 
| proſperous, it will be the making of us; 
if both unfortunate, our Fate will ſtill be ſi- 
* milar, Now, what I would the moſt ſtudi- 
| ouſly guard againſt is, the Miſcarriage of 
one of us, whoſe Portion muſt needs be im- 
8 * bittered, proportionably, to the other's Ad- 
ls  vancement above him. What, therefore, I 
- would propoſe is, that we mutually engage, 
before we ſet out upon the Enterprize, that 
| whichever of us ſhall be ſingly advanced by 
it, ſhall provide for the other, in Propor- 
tion to the Advantages himſelf ſhall reap 
from it, till ſuch other ſhall have feathered 
his own Neſt with a Mate, capable of with- 
drawing him from the Protection of his for- 
mer Bene factor. . 
. This, 
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This, added Sharp, I affure myſelf, vl 
be moſt ſalutary to us both, as it will mak 
each a Promoter of other's Enjoy ments, 
the Sake of Participation; whereas EM 
ſo fnherent in the Breaſt of Men, may oth« 
wiſe excite one of us to ſupplant the ot 
in thoſe Advantages, that will be but p- 
tial, not mutually redounding to both. FEY 
I could by no Means flatter myſelf fo f,}$ 
as not to ſuſpect myſelf; to the Full, i 
much intereſted in the above Propoſal i 
Sharp ; and therefore, I made not the l 
Heſitation at embracing it: So that, n 
nothing more remained, than to take H 
Journey for our Clothes, and to diſchag 
our Ledgings ; but, as we knew not bi 
Tom might have impeached, and deſcribe 
us; that we might create no Suſpicion, «al 
ther upon the Road, or at our Journeji 
End, of our being the impeached Perſon 
by appearing together, we ſeparated, up 
leaving our Inn, and each taking a diff 
rent Rout, arrived, by ſeveral Stage-Coacts ji 
in Town, much about the ſame Time 
where, having bundled up our Bagga%i 
and ſent it to the ſeveral Inns we were to 
part from, we arrived much about the far 
Time in the Country again, and ſtrait & 
paired to a Rendezvous we had before w 
minated. 5 E 
L211 2 wm 
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we had, at our Meeting, each of us, a 
moſt lamentable Story for the other's Ear: 
For the Seſſions ending the Day before our 
arrival in Town, and the publick Prints as 
X bounding with the Names and Characters 
ol the Malefactors who had taken their Tri- 
FS als that Seſſions, we found, amongſt the 
Convicts, Thomas: Parnel, for the Murder 
of Joſeph Wiſeman upon Finchley Common ; 
but as for the Particulars of the Fact, we 
were left wholly in the Dark, ſave what Ru- 

mour had ſpread about the Town, juſt be- 
fore our firſt leaving it. EOF 5 
The Cataſtrophe of poor Tom, being up- 
permoſt in both our Minds, was the very © 
= firſt Piece of Intelligence we purpoſed to ü 
have given each other upon our Meeting at ü 
„% Coventry, that being the City we had ap Mi 
ef pointed for our firſt rural Interview; but, > 
one ſcarce had I begun upon the unfortunate Mi 
mp Event, when I found that Sharp was as re 
dy for delivering himſelf of it to me: So : 
that, inftead of either of our proceeding 
jme ; upon it, we both wept heartily for the poor 
Ja%, ; ; E ellow's Sake, and ble ſed: ourſelves, at 
o having ſo narrowly eſcaped the ſame Sen- 
WFE 
We would then have given any Thing, 
e almoſt, that the Seſſions-Paper had but been 
RS Publiſhed, whilſt we had remained in Town, 
TY _ 
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that we might have informed ourſelves of 
the Particulars of the Evidence againſt him; 
but though we had not then the Satisfaction, 
to have gratified our Inclinations from 
thence, it was not more than about three 
Meeks after, that we met with a genuine 
Account of it at Northampton, in a Publick- 
houſe we put up at there; by which it ap- 
peared, that Tom having been ſomewhat 
backward in his Contributions to his Miſ. 
treſs, ſhe had ſhut him out from her Apart- 
ment, and ſwore that he ſhould never more 
be admitted, till he brought her twenty 
Pounds with him. That ſo infatuated was 
he, by this vile Woman, that though he 
knew her to aſſociate with other Men daily, 
he could not deſiſt from paying even Ado- 
ration to her. 8-3} 6 
The above Repulſe of his Lady, till the 
Conditions ſhe had enjoined him ſhould be 
performed, ſet the poor Fellow upon every 
Villainy for procuring it; and for that Pur- 
poſe, he ſtopt two Gentlemen upon Finch- 
ley-Common, hoping from them to have ob- 
tained the Sum he was rated at; but one of 
them giving him the Slip, and by the Fleet · 
neſs of his Horſe eſcaping; that the other, 
Who ſeemed to be preparing for it, might 
not diſappoint him alſo, he, without more 
| ado, ſhot him dead from his Beaſt, and, 
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diſmounting, fell to riffing him; but not 
with the Effect he hoped for, no more than 
thirteen Guineas being found upon him. 


This falling fo ſhort of the Sum, his ra- 


pacious Miſtreſs had prized her next Fa- 
vours at, Tom doubted not, but if he could 
come up with the eſcaped Perſon, he ſhould* 
bc able to levy the compleat Aſſeſſment, or 


more, which he even burnt with the Deſire 
of laying at her-Feet that very Night ; for 


which Purpoſe, he ſpurred after the Fugi- 
tive, to overtake him, intently bent upon 
ſtopping his Carreer, by his till loaded Pil- - 


tol: For neither the Slaughter juſt preſent; 


before him, nor his own. Hands, yet reek- 
ing in the Blood of the poor innocent Man, 
could a Whit deterr him, from his ſavage 
2 Purpoſe of deſtroying his Companion, if 
= poſſible, for the Sake of his Caſh for his 
== Miſtreſs; but, by good Fortune, the Gen- 
tleman having the Heels of him, Tom ra- 


ther loſt, than gained Ground upon him, 
after puſhing his Horſe, for ſome Minutes 


1 to his top Speed: So that, turning down 


towards Hornſey, Tom ſheltered himſelf from 
Purſuit, in the Woods there, till Evening, 


and thereby avoided the Hue and Cry that 
W vas made after him; for this Robbery and 


Murder were committed early, in the Face 


Ke 
of the Sun 
Op! 
47 . 
8 


A No 


0 is - Ne 'H I 80 TOR CY * 
| No ſooner was the Day cloſed in, tha . 
75 om, Tg from his Harbour, ſtole into 
Town, put up his Horſe, and made a Ten- 
der of his dear purchaſed Earnings to the ſu- 
1 Dame, his Employer; but even 


e 


lingle Farthing, beneath the Sum limited, ½% 
| he inſiſted upon as an Affront to offer ben 1 
a fpurning both the Caſh and the Man from 
"her in the Heighth of Indignation ; till 
Y Tom, in order to paci cify her, and convince 
her of the Lengths he had run for the pro- 
curing even of what he had produced, hint. 
ed at the Murder to her, and ſwearing ho- 
ribly, that he would the following Even- 
ing, without fail, even double the Sum he 
then brought — ſhe, at Length, ſo far 
-- ſubmitred to his Reaſonings, as to permit 
him to ſpend the Night with her; where- 
in he recounted to her all the Circumſtances 
of the Slaughter he had made for her Sake. 
The Gentleman, who had been ſo fortu- 
nate as to make his Eſcape, having taken 
ſufficient Notice of Tom, for giving a tole- 
rable Deſcription of his Horſe, publiſhed, 
the next Morning, a Reward of an hundred 
Pounds to any Perſon who would appre- 
hend, and give him Notice of ſuch a Per- 
13 ſon, as he therein repreſented ; ſo that both 
| + this; and the Murder, became ſoon the cur- 
W244 rent t Topick of the Morning, and in every 
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one's Mouth: Nor any ſooner was Madam 
ſtirring, and had ſtept down Stairs (for Tam, 
Who choſe but little to appear in the Day - 
* I time, cared not how much of that he ſpent 
| in his Bed) than her Maid aſſced her, whe- 
4 3 I | ther ſhe had heard of the Robbery and Mur- 
. der upon Finchley Common Yeſterday? - 

Q Madam replied, no; and enquired, 
1 | z Where, and how ſhe heard of it? The 
Girl replied, that their Landlord, going fora 
„benny worth of Purl, had ſeen it in the Papers 
.. that Morning. This made the-Miſtreſs all 
| Impatience till ſhe had read it too; ſo that, 
ſeydling the Wench on the ſame Errand, the 
e gave her Orders to being with her che Paper, 

1agat all Events. 
it  Shedid ſo; when Madam, daring there- 
from fatiared her Curioſity, and convinced 
herſelf, that ſuch an ample Reward was of- 
fered for the apprehending of her Paramour, 
25 an hundred Pounds, ſhe returned up to 
him, having firſt charged her Maid, not to 
come into the Room to diſturb the Genele- i488 
man, till ſhe ſnould call her.. 1 
Madam was ſoon ſo buſy in dreſling her- 1 
ſelf, that ſhe awakened Tom, who, in her 
Abſence! had fallen into a ſound Sleep ; : 148 
when obſerving. his Lady to be ornament- 
ing herſelf, more than ſually. fine for a 
Mornin 2 he aſked her, whether ſhe- was "0 
e not 
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not yet ready for Breakfaſt? And why ſhe 
was dreſling ſo gay that Morning * ? And allo 
what Time o' the Day it was? 
The Lady replied, paſt' ten; and that. 
Ending him ſo faſt aſleep, ſhe had ordered 
Breakfaſt to be kept back; but, preſuming 
he would tarry out the Day with her, ſne 
was dreſſing, in order to go to Market, for 
ſomething for their Dinners; ſo, deſiring 
him to turn about for another Doze, ſhe 
told him, ſhe would be back with ven pre- 
ſently. 
Ton, taking all he had offered, as pro- 
« ceeding from fark Love and Kindneſs to 
him, did as he was bid, and ſhe preſently 
left him ſnoreing again. 
She ordered her Maid, as ſhe went out, 
by no Means to go up till her Return, for 
that ſhe ſhould be back again preſently; 
and ſo ſhe was, indeed, but with ſuch Com- 
pany, as poor Tom little expected to ſee 
with her: For ſhe carried up a Conſtable, 
and two or three Aſſiſtants at her Heels, to 
whom ſhe'ſhewed the poor, naked, and de- 
fenceleſs Fellow, as the Perſon deſcribed for 
che Murderer, and for the Diſcovery of 
| whom, the Reward of an hundred Found. 
was offered. 
! * The Conſtable tool Charge of him as His 
| Priſoner, ordering hag! "rep with to dreſs 
bim 
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himſelf, and go along with him before a 
Magiſtrate; he ſtrictly examined all his 
Pockets ty Arms, or other ſtolen Goods; 
but not a ſingle Croſs found he there, be- 
"XZ #{ides the uſual Pocket Implements, fave one 
"2 Pair of ſhort Pocket Piſtols, and under his 
Great-Coat, which hung upon a Joparate 
Chair, one Pair of Horſe Piſtols. _ 
Tom was ſo confounded at his Apprehen · 
ſion, that he never once offered at a Word 
in his own Behalf, or any Thing elſe, but 
Condemnations of his Lady's Treachery ; 
and, as they were leading him out of the 
Room, little doubting but that he ſhould | 
be committed to Newgate, he humbly im- 
plored her to give him a Guinea in his 
Pocket; for that it would be the moſt bar- 
barous Thing in Life, to turn him out in 
ſuch Company, penny leſs, after receiving 
ſo much from bim the laſt Night: But Ma- 
dam, ſmiling in his Face, Can ſuch a Wretch, ñ 
as you, ſaid ſhe, mention Barbatity, Who 
would ſhoot: a poor Gentleman to Death, 
who had never offended you? No, no, 
added ſhe, away with him, away with him; 
ſuch Fellows as he are the Peſt of human 
Society. What! ſaid Jom, will you not 
grant me the Favour of a Crown Piece? 
But ſhe replied, not a Farthing. When 
Tow, 3 into Tears, replied, What 
F 3 greater 
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greater Curſe can a Man be ſubject to, * 
the Love of a Harlot, as thou art? Maſter 


Conſtable, added he, this Woman has ſpent 
me ſome hundreds of Pounds, and now, in 
my Diſtreſs, you ſee, denies me a ſingle 


Crown Piece; but, you ſay, there is a hun- 


dred Pounds Reward for taking me; how 
then can I preſume that ſhe, who has traf- 


ficked with me by hundreds, as the ſole De- 
light of her Soul, ſhould withſtand the ſame 


. Merchandize, when offered her by another 
Hand! 11 

Well! 1 mall EUR this Comfort, at. 
nued he, in my Misfortune, that if there is 
an Hell for my Portion, I can never ſhift 
the Scene for more ungenerous Companions, 
than her, whom I have made my Delight, 
and datling Treaſure: : So char, lead me 
wherever you will, from 35 curſed Preſence 
that has undone me, and 1 . fill find 
Comfort. 

The Officer then conducting him down 
EI defired the Lady to follow them, to 


- 


"2 give Evidence of his Confeſſion to her; and 


lent one of his Aid to the Gentleman, to 


"whom Notice was to be given. of My. ” 
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. INH 
XZ Tom Parnel's Caſe continued. Makes Con; 
ion. Remarks of the Fuſtice of Peace upon 
Tom's Whore. Her Impudence. 5 
"* commits ber, Like to loſe the Reward. Her 
= Behaviour, Runs mad, Tom executed, 
Senſe of Highwaymens Oaths. Hire Frank 


HE Account of Tom Parne went on; 
| - that fo ſoon as he appeared before the 
Juſtice, - he told him, he was brought before 
him, not that it might appear whether Evi- 
dence could be produced àagainſt him, for 
Proof of his Guilt, in a Fact which he had 
been charged with by the Conſtable; but 
that he might make his free Confeſſion of 
that, or any Thing elſe, that, by affecting 
his Life, might deliver him from the Sight, 
Communication, and all further Apprehen- 
ſion of the Deluſions, Craft, and pernicious 
Counſels of that wicked Woman (pointing 
to his Madam) who, with an uncohcerngd 
| Brow, ſtood ready to teſtify, to the furtheſt 
Extent of her Knowledge, if not beyond it, 
whatever might contribute to the intitliug 
her to the hundred Pounds Re ward, for ap- 
prehending her avowed Benefactor, and pra- 
ſuſe Friend. n enen 
PA NA T4 Tom 


1 
% hy 2 7 T > L * % q 
T > X I _ __>-+ 
> > * 


2 
S I 8 
58 8 


10 e HISTORY q 
1 — om, Shen and there, made the above 
- Confeſſion, and ſigned it; ſeeming to'exul: 
at the Thoughts of parting ſoon from z 
wretched World, wherein he ſhould leave 
+ , that brutiſh Woman behind him, to ſuffer 
the Miſeries, due to the treacherous _ a- 
bandoned Way of Life the led. 
The Magiſtrate, hearing Tem Ae bis 
on Condemnation ſo : ſeriouſly,” could not 
believe him well in his Wits, till he had 
enquired of the Woman herſelf into the 
Truth of the Facts he had alledged; but, 
2 having received a Confirmation of themfrom 
her own Mouth, Woman! ſaid he, if it 
were in my Power to order it, not © 1 
ny of the promiſed. Reward ſhould 
come to your Share, who deſerve the an 
of Puniſhments, preferable to this poor . 
ſoner, who ſeems to give himſelf 
Death, as the Reward of his Villainies, — 
may, poſſibly, as much repent of his other 
Crimes, as that he ever fell into your en- 
fnaring Company; but, as for you, though 
he -Lewdneſs of your. Life is undeniably 
charged againſt you; and though you are 
pbraided with Breach of Faith, Charity, 
ayowed Affection, Gratitude, and Genero- 
Bity, you ſtand, in this Audience, as regard- 
leis of all, Character, and Virtue, as if the 
| Reward: you hope to receive for this Piece 
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of Service, was an ample Compenſation for 


ule RR loft Honour, Infamy, and the a 
E - your Fellow- Creatures. 

ve Having pauſed a little, whilſt his Clerk 
er was writing Tom's Mittimus, have any of 


vou, ſaid his Worſhip, the Advertiſement 
offering the Rewards this: wicked Woman 1 

is Feapes after? A 
t! Madam, wn the: moſt impudent Face 
d. vupon Earth, produced the Paper which 
e contained it, from her Pocket, ſaying, here, 
t, Mr. Juſtice, is the Advertiſement that in- 
n tits me to the Reward, and let me ſee 
t who dares to forhinder me of it. 
- His Worſhip, having peruſed it once or 
r 7 twice over, Woman! ſaid he, how could 
t you proſtitute your Body to a Man, whom 
- * you was premeditating to hang the next 
Day That, Madam ſaid, was nothing to 
| EE Anybody; ſhe might act as ſhe pleaſed with 
that, ſhe ſaid: what ſhe claimed was, the 
| Reward, Not the Whole, I ſuppoſe, ſaid 1 
the Magiſtrate. Yes, ſhe replied, ever 
Farthing of it; and deſired to know Where 
the Perſon was who was to pay it to her. 
The Juſtice replied, that the Reward was 

to be paid upon Conviction. Well! faid 
ſhe, and what is your Fellow writing there? 
Is not that his Conviction? His Commit= 
ment, he replied, it was; but ſhe muſt war 
* : F 5 5 . till 


ere 


; | f | 1 4 Ground. Mind you your own Buſi- 
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till 1 Seſſions for his Conviction. Not x | 
"replied ſhe. I inſiſt upon my Money here, as 
— Advertiſement ſays. Why do you com- 

mit him, if you have not convicted him? 
1, wait to the Seſſions, indeed! added ſhe, we 
may be all dead, and rotten by that Time. 
Th is well, replied the Magiſtrate, - if your 
Way of Life don't bring you ta, rotting a- 


neſs, ſaid the Lady, and let me proſecute 
mine. Rotten by that Time ! indeed! no, 
no; Il rot Pita à Score ſuch fumbling old 
Fellous as you, before 1 g0- myſeif, en 
upon "WP? i 0 

The Juſtice, haves: purpoſely worked up 
the Lady to ſome Act, in Contempt of his 
Authority, and having now taken her at 
giving him opprobrious Language, he aſked 
her Name. Jennet Eaſy, ſhe ſaid: Then, 
Mrs. Jeunet Eaſy, faid he, I ſhall commit 
you, for abuſing me in my Office. Clerk. 
make her Mittimus, for giving me foul 
Language, whilſt in the Chair of Juſtice. 

The Lady, upon being ordered into Cuf- 
hace: of the Conſtable, began to huff, and 
bounce prodigioully. She came not there, 
ſhe ſaid, upon any Charge againſt her, but 
to charge another Perſon, and ſhe would 
make his old carroty Wis pay for, it. He 
manga * 4 1 in an Office ;/ * 
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| it; defiring them to attend to the Adver- 


Then beginning, Whereas an horrid Murder 


© Trouble of repeating the Woman's Beha- 


= of ſuch Offender, and immediately ſend Notice 


of 2 Modern Adventurers. 167 


he ſhould ſmart for his ill Manners to her; 
ſhe having thoſe at her Command, who 
woud ſee her righted.” © I 

At this Inſtant, ſaid the Paper, in i 
the Gentleman who had advertiſed the Re- 
ward; whom ſhe no ſooner knew, than ſhe 
daimed it of him. He replied, it ſhout 
be paid, upon Conviction, to whomfoever 
was intitled to it. Theſe, ſaid his Worſhip, 
are the Conſtable, and his Aid: For, as to 
that Woman, ſhe has no Claim to a ſingle 
Farthing. of it, unleſs they pleaſe, 
The Juſtice then taking upon himſelf the 


viour, not only relative to the Priſoner, but 
himſelf too, defired the Gentleman would 
be cautious to whom he ſhould pay the Re- 
ward, and, eſpecially, not to pay it to Mrs. 
Laß, till he had taken good Advice upon 


tiſement whilſt he ſhould read it to them. 


was committed, ſuch a Day; and then pro- 
ceeding to the Deſcription of the Murderer, 
it went on, in the following Words; Note, 
whyſoever ſhall ſeize, and apprehend the Perſon 


#bereof to me, Andrew Wall, A WEL 
N Hall upon the. Conviction of 


NN 8 


4 SD 0 
4 rA 
= . i 


108 The HISTORY 


3 receive from me, Andrew Wall, the 


Sum of One hundred Pounds. 


Now, Sir, ſaid his Worſhip, I would 
know who ſeized and apprehended the Per. 
ſon of this Criminal? Fennet. cried out, that 


| ſhe had done it. Mr. Conſtable, ſaid Mr. 


Wall, Was the Criminal at Liberty when 
you firſt ſaw him? Or was he 1 in the e 


of any one, and of whom? 


Both the Peace Officer 05 his Aid Geid | 
that the Gentleman was in Bed, inthe Lady's 
Chamber, when they went in to him; And 
might he have made his Eſcape” before you 
came to him? or was he locked in, or under 
Confinement ? ſaid Mr. Wall. They replied, 
he was under no Reſtraint at all, till Mr. 
Conſtable told him he was his Priſoner, and 
forced him to riſe, and took away his Arms 


from him. Then, undoubtedly, ſaid Mr. 


Wall, the Conſtable and: his Aid are ſo far 
entitled to the Reward ; but I find, upon 
Re-peruſal of this Advertiſement, that, here 
is another Condition annexed, to intitle the 


Perſon to the Reward ; that is, be muſt not 
only ſeize and apprehend, but ſend me Notiit 


Fit. From whom therefore did the Meſ- 


ſage arrive to me? demanded he. The 
Conſtable declaring he ſent it by one of his 
Aid, it ſeems to me paſt Controverſy, ſaid 
Mr. Mall, that the Re ward, upon * 


0 Fwy Modem l Adveftbrers 09 9 
of the Offender, muſt be paid by me to you 3 
= Mr. Conſtable, according to he Leer of 
d my Engagement. 
Mrs. Eaſy no fooner heard this, but, fot . 


+ 4 - 


* 
5 : 


t pecting ſhe! ſhould ſome how be baffled; 5 

. mongſt them, and come ſhort of her h 

n dred pounds, ſhe flew into a Rage, and 

7 zoured' forth ſuch bitter Fxecritions upon 

them all, and had {til} ſuch a Fund behind, 

„ as not being able to diſcharge faſt enough, 

$ ſhe fell into Convulſions, being overpreſſed 

d with Fury; inſomuch, that three or four of 

u the ſtouteſt Men prefent could by no Means 

1 reſtrain her from acting, both deſperately 

, with herſelf, and whoever came within Her 

. Reach. She cried out to Mr. Parnel, to 

d forgive her; and ſpringing from the Gripe 
of thoſe who held her, claſped him round 

f. the Neck, even in an Agony of Weeping ; ; 

ir WE but he, deteſting even the Touch of fuck a 
n deceitful Creature, ſpurned her from him, 1 


as he would the moſt peſtilent Animal; 
which Treatment from him, whom ſhe had 
ſo injured, inſpired her with that Degree of 
= Deſpair, that it is thought, could ſhe but 
= have ſeized upon any Inſtrument of Death, 
= ſhe would have preceeded Tom by many 
Days; but being deprived of theſe, and or- 
dered to be tied Hand and Foor, to reftrain 
* from Miſchief, her e was ſo violent, 
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as even to call for Pity from choſe who a 
| horred her Proceedings. 

His Worſhip having PA's 72 on's Mitti 
mus, ordered him directly thereby to New- 
gate; and judging it highly improper to re- 
leaſe Mrs. Eafy, to perpetrate more Miſ. 
chief in her Paſſion, than a ſavage Lion or 
Bear might, he ſent her away to Ne Pri. 


ſon, to be confined till ſhe ſhould recover 


her Senſes; but, after a while, being deemed 
a Patient, incurable by Confinement only, 
ſhe was, as the Book ſaid, tranſmitted to 
Bedlam, that proper Care might be taken 
for her Recovery; whilſt Tom, being con- 
victed upon his own Confeſſion, was at the 
appointed Time hanged. | 

Having peruſed the little Hiſtor) prhrouphy 


we could ſcarce look up at each all 


the Evening following, we were ſo ſhocked 
at the tragical End of our old Friend and 
Companion; but our Indignation ran ſo 
high againſt his Whore, as only to lament, 
leſt the Diſtraction of her Brain ſhould ren- 


der her Intellects inſenſible of her own Mi- 
feries ; which, were they to be decuple to 


what they. had ever been, we judged but a 
tial Retribution of her Deſervings. 
We, however, ſo ſoon as the dolorous Fit 


had ſomewhat; ſpent itſelf, confoled- our- 


{elves upon this Hope, that we need now 
be 


© > 13 
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be no longer under the Dread of an Im- 
peachment from Tam; whom, though we 
could not be induced to imagine tardy, as 
to our Particular, through Deſign to mif- 
chief us; yet, when Life is at Stake, and 
no Way left for a Man to ſave it by, but 
by ſubſtituting ſome one, or more in his 
ſtead, it is hard to ſay where Friendſhip 
may end, by the Beginning of Self. Preſer- 
vation: For as to the Oath we had each of 
us taken, rather to perith by Inches, than 
to deſign, or. compaſs the Death of the other 
ol us, we made no more Account of that, 
than of the mutual Leagues of Princes, 
which are held inviolable, only till it proves 
to the Intereſt of one of the contracting Par- 
5 | ties to break them. et x „ 
So that, now looking upon ourſelves as 
fſteemen, not ſubject by the Charge of any 
one, to the Impeachment of our Reputa- 
tion or Credit; we dreaded not the Expo- 
ſure of our Perſons in the moſt publick 
Places of Reſort; but we ſoon became fen- 
fble, that one main Article was wanting, 
both for gaining us that reſpect we craved 
from our Inferiors, and ranking us upon a 
Par with ſuch, as we would wiſh to eſteem 
us their Equals, and this was, a genteel, 
and accompliſhed Servant in Livery, to at- 
300 | | Here 
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Hlere we ſtuck, for a conſiderable Tine 
at the Expence it would occafion us; not h BY 
much for his Wages, and Livery, as for hi; | 
: Horſe, which would be as neceffary as himſelf 4 
and the daily Proviſion for them both, which“ 
would eat fo far into our Caſh, as, in cake | 
wie were not ſpeedily ſucceſsful, would beg. 
gar us much ſooner than without them; 
but neither could this Diſcommodity deten 
us from ſo material a Part of our Equipage: 
For, to ſee a Man of Figure ride into hs 
Miſtreſs's Yard, and there alighting, ſaunte Þ* 
about with his Horſe in his Hand, or hang 
him to the firſt Hook in his Way, till ſome 
body ſhould chance to take him, was ſo 
thocking to the Politeneſs of our Appre 
henſions, and ſo oppoſite to the Character 
ve would aſſume, as nothing but the down- 
right Incapacity for altering it could excuſe. 
We therefore, whilſt we waited ſome few 
Days at Derby, for Intelligence of the FA 
mily, Condition, and Fortune of a young 
Lady we had followed thither, in a moſt ſw 
perb Equipage; meeting caſually with a 
very likely Fellow, who had juſt been dil- 
charged from a topping. Family in that 
Neighbourhood; upon the Recommenda- 
tion of our Landlord, who had known him 
for ſome Time, we received him into — 
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Service; nor, indeed, behaved he in the 
= ct inferior to the Character our Hoſt had 
gien of him: For added to that, he could 


ſhave, and drefs a Wig with the niceſt 


2 Hand ;-he was even a Model of Complai- 
ſance, for out copying after; nor ever met 
FX Iwith a Fellow who enjoyed a greater Fluen- 


cy of Speech, or with an happier Diction; 
inſomuch, that neither Fack or I durſt ever 
enter into an Argument with him, without 


| : 'dreading- to be horribly mauled by him: 


For that neither of us could manage it with 


half the Eaſe and Addreſs that Frank could, 
who ever, in the Concluſion, reduced us to 
EZ 4 Subſcription to what he advanced, rather 


than, by an Oppoſition, to demonſtrate our 
own Ignorance. © 

Neither Jack nor I had been much-prac- 
ticed in Politure, ſave. barely what we had 
picked up in our ſeveral Families: For our 


N | firſt Education having been wholly ſcholaſ- 
tick, and our Parents leaving us deſtitute, 


in very early Years, we had gained hut little 


Opportunity of aſſociating to high Life, till 
very lately; when we both enjoyed natural 
= Senſe enough, to diſcover our own Bek 
ciency, in. the artificial and ceremoni: 

of Converſation, and Behaviour: 80 chat 


now we, who were to ſubſiſt upon our Wits, 
| an x Sood os were poſſeſſed of ſo va- 
luable 
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Matter of Addreſs, either to our own Sex; 
or the other, we had only to ſtart a Subj 
ſimilar to what we required his Sentiments 
in; when Frank would run on with the 
Whole, that could any ways be compre: 
hended under the Head we were upon ; by 
a ready Adhefion to which in our Practice, 
we made very reſpectable Figures in ever 
"Converſation we fell into. [ary 3 | 
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Believe Frank well educated. Frank's 4. 
count of himſelf, His firſt Marriage. P.. 
very. Wife conſents in @ ſecond Marriagi 


TV RANK had ſerved us about tw 
Months; when one Day, at Scart» 
rough, as I was walking in a little Garden 
behind the Houſe we lodged in, into which 
a Window of the Parlour we uſually ſat - 
ſaw 


Fr 


% » N > 
» » » % 
— — — 


luable a Prize as Frank, who was a perfect 
Proficient in both, we hugged ourſelves in 
the Acquiſition, and employed every Oc 
fron that offered, for improving ourſelves 
under his Example: For though we ſig ni. 
fied not ſo much to him, for our own Sake, 
yet, whenever we would be perfected in ary 
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Lynn ficting in it, with his Back towards 
in FA me, with Homer | in — Hand, reading very 
| 1 attentively. e 

The Fellow bath n od beheld. me, 775 that 
„I paſſed on without taking any other Notice 
| of him, than by remarking his Employ- 
ment; from whence, I ſuſpected him to 
have had another kind of Bamntins- chan 
Fd generally accompanies his Cloth. 13 
Meeting ſoon after with Jack, I acquaint- 
ed him with what I had ſeen, and with my 
ſtrong Suſpicions, that Frank was not the 
Fellow we took him for, but had received 
bis Education in quite another Taſte, tho 
he had ſo'familiarized himſelf to Submiſ- 


; [> to him. 
85 ; . Having oder e aha Notion, we 
met daily with more and more Occaſions 
for confirming us in this Perſuaſion; till at 


ſelves in the Particular, I one Day put it 
to him what Countryman he was, and of 
what F amily, what Occupation his Father 
Vas of, andewhere he had received 1 EN 
3 cation? MAS e axe 


— 


Han ſeemed not a little fed at my 
, Queſtion; but as an Anſwer could not be 


: $ berdelt Thoughts of him, 2 * 
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bon, as to wave rendered: it intirely natural 


length, grown curious for ſatisfying our- 


genied to it, without ſubjecting him tomy 
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he was the youngeſt of ſive Sons, of a vey i 
ancient, and honourable Houſe, in the B. 


it, as it might reflect a Diſgrace upon ſom 
of his neareſt Relatives; who till lived in 
the higheſt Eſteem and Reputation. 

He added, that his Father's Eſtate be | 

ing moſtly in Settlement, an Itch to Gari- 
ing, which he could enever overcome, hal 
always kept him ſo bare of Cath, that he 
could neither lay by any Thing for his 
younger Children during his Life-time, nor 
could he command any Thing to leave them 
at his Death, ſave a Sum of three thouſand 
Pounds, which was payable out of his ſet- 
tled Eſtate to them; who, being nine in 
Number, upon the Diviſion, could receive 
but four hundred and odd Pounds each, and 
no more. 

I muſt not, Sir, added Bunt. in relating 
my Story, forget my Follies. I was engaged 
ia Affection, to a young Woman in my Fi 
ther's Neighbourhood, without other Thing 

to recommend her, than her Beauty, and 
perſonal Merit; nor could I avoid marry- 
ing of her, though every Senſe informed 
me, I was proceeding to both our Ruins; 
10 nor, 


ſhoprick of Durbam, who had been reſident 3 F 
upon their Patrimony, for little lefs Tin: 
than fince the Conqueſt; but, as for their re 4 3 
Name, he beg'd to be excuſed 'mentioning 1 A 
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vor, indeed, had many Years, I may ſay 
Months, of our wedged Life ſlipt away, be- 
fore I found all my prior Suggeſtions but 

too amply verified : For that I had obtained 
ea Wie, it was true, and found myſelf the 
al Father of two fine Children, indeed; but 
> vichout a fingle Penny of r to main- 

5 tain, either myſelf, or them. 

ES Neither my Wife, or 1, had as yet a 
WE bated aught of the endearing Fondneſs, we 
bad ſet out with for each other; but, in- 
(tead thereof, it had rather augmented dai- 
* — BY being kept alive by the double Produce 
bu of our Loves 3 till being no longer capable 
of either ſubſiſting ourſelves, or them, we 
could not refrain from our Exclamations at 
1 ate, for ſuffering ſuch Warmth as we 
.. lowed with to each other, tobe extinguiſhed 
„bor Want only of ſuch Supply of Fuel, as 
might barely recruit our decaying Natures. 
As for my, own Family, not a Soul of 
5 den ene ſo much as look upon me, for 
the lodignity J had brought upon them all: 
o that every Expectation from thence 1 

Vas excluded from. Our Affairs grew ſo 

bad, Day by Day, more than on the pre- 
F ceeding, that my Wife, 'notwithſtanding 
ry- 5 the Cate ſhe had upon her, was obliged to 
s out to Labour; nor would 1 have been 

% found delle where, but from the Leavenof that 
= innate 
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innate Pride, which wrought ſo powerful) 


in me as to prevent it, from a Conch ; : 


chat I had ever drawn, that Work was ge. 


ver deſigned for Men of Family, but vu 
2 perpetual Bar to every Pretence of Gen ; ; 
tility. I could admit of a Gentleman's e 
ing ever ſo meanly, nay even of his fan i 
ing, but that, no ſooner ſhould he turn uu 
Hand to Labour, than he for ever after mul ES 


diſclaim the Gentleman. 


Matters being now Aswan 10 ithe unn 5 
Extremity ; as my dear Wife and I wer! 


bemoaning our deſperate Fortune, with ex 
of us one of the little Infants in our Lap, 
and both weeping over them; and wer 
agreeing, how acceptable a Thing it would 
be for us, in our Diſtreſs, but all to dro 

together, were it even by ſtarving; ſo tha 
neither ſhould ſurvive, to bewail the other 


Los, and to repine at being the miſerabt Z 


Object left behind; a Thought ſtarted into 
my Head, whereby 1 could ſtill ſupply all our 
Wants abundantly ; but for the Injury! 
muſt thereby offer to my deareſt Wife; bui 
© this had ariſen no higher than to a Fligit 
of Fancy, which, at its firſt Motion, Ire 
" jeted as impratticable. v1 

How it happened, I know not, aide 
Frank, for though I could perceive no greil 


Emotion in my own Breaſt, upon this Sg 
geſtion; 


3 
1 
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N Seſtion; yet my Wife, obſerving an un- 
fin R$ uſual Vivacity, as ſhe ſaid, in my Eyes, and 


. Countevance, told me, ſhe was aſſured I was 
mw upon ſome Cogitation that pleaſed me, and 
Ge RE defired me to anfold it to her. 

cat I would fain have put her off, with As. 
ar ſurances that ſhe was greatly deceived; and 


that our then Circumſtances, whilſt, they 
continued ſo miſerable, would prove a per- 
petual Objection, to the Advancement of 
aay pleaſurable Dee to my Imagina- 
tion. 
= Neither this, nor any Thing elſe chat I 
| could offer, would pur a Stop to the Inqui- 
ſttiveneſs of my Wife into my then 1 1 
For, that I might endeavour.to. ſhuffle her 

off as I pleaſed, ſhe ſaid; but moſt certain 
= te was, that ſomewhat was more than ordi- 
aarily pleaſing to me, at the Inſtant ſhe took 
Notice of me; and ſaid, ſhe took it ex- 
tremely unkind of me, not to divulge it to 
her, that ſhe might, were it but for a Mo- 
ment, have the Satisfaction of rejoicing with 
me. 

Her Importunities, added. Frank, . pre- 
vailed ; but here, Sir, continued Frank to 
me, before dare venture to expoſe. myſelf 
to your juſt Condemnation, I muſt: inſiſt 
= Upon your ſolemn Engagement, never to 

{ mention me, either to my Iafamy, or Con- 

ale; Vviction, 
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viction, for what, if I proceed i in my Nat: 
rative, | muſt next diſcover to you. 


The Seriouſneſs of the foregoing Preface, 
adding tenfold to my Inclination for his 


Story, he had to relate; I proteſted, upon 


my Honour, that nothing he would relate 
to me, ſhould redound to his Prejudice 
through my Act; and then, he u 
to deliver himſell, as follows. 

Before I was married to my Wife, at 
even in my Father's Life-time, ſaid he, 


there lived a Widow near us, of an im- 


menſe Fortune, beſides a Jointure for her 


Life, of near fix thouſand Pounds annual 


Income. | 
This Lady, I ſay, added Frank, took 


ſuch Notice of me, and had, at Times, 
given me ſo repeated broad Hints, of a 


more than bare Inclination to my Society, 


as a Companion, as had I not, by prior En- 
gagement of my Heart, to my Wife that 
then was, been inſenſible to, I might have 
married her, I make no Diſpute, and have 
poſſeſſed myſelf of all her Wealth at once; 
but ſo rivetted were my Aﬀections to my 
Wife, then my Miſtreſs only, that, had ſhe 
made me the Offer of Empires, to have 

ained my Eſteem, and to have made her 


my Wife, ſhe had then moſt certainly failed 


in her Enterprize ; and of this, ſhe ſoon be- 
came 
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came ſo ſenſible, that ſhe left the Country 
upon it, and ſettled at about ſeventy Miles 
Diſtance, from me, and her former Habi- 
tation. 


Now this Lady had, added Frank, at the 


Time I have mentioned, ſtarted into my Brain, 
and, therefore, not directly to ſatisfy my 


Wife in the Cauſe of my Pleaſantry, but 
to bring it about by Degrees; what ſhould 


you think, Namy, laid I, of ſeeing me live 


like a Lord in the World? Why, I ſhould 
think it hard, replied ſhe, 1f I lived not like 
a Lady too. Well! but, ſaid I, excluſive 


of this Conſideration, what ſhould you think 


of my high Life? Why truly, Franky, an- 


{ ſwered ſhe, nothing in Nature could prove 
more acceptable to me, than your Advance- 


ment by any Means, from theſe Dregs of 
Miſery we now ſubſiſt in. Could you bear 
to ſee me in high Life, with another Lady, 
rather than to linger on with you, in our 


© preſent Wretchedneſs? ſaid I. Speak, my 


Dear; what think you of this? 3 
O! Franky! ſaid ſhe, thy Good - nature 


© would gladly divert my Mind, and lead me 
inſenſibly from all Reflections upon my pre- 


ſent Misfortunes; but JI could wiſh, for thy 
Sake, for which I ſuffer infinitely more than 
my own, that there was but the leaſt Rea- 


lity in what you offer. Nay, my Dear, 
rr 
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faid I, my Mind ſhould never be ſo occy. 
pied, in the Enjoyment of my own Elevz- 
tion, as not to ſupport thee and my Babies 
from my Affluence, in a Manner not only be. 
coming of my Wite, but adequate to my 
Affection for you. 
Alas! my Dear, replied ſhe, we may 
pleaſe ourſelves, with Chimeras of Wealth 
that will never be our's; but a good Meſs 
of Broth, for ourſelves and our Children, 
would prove of more abſolute Utility to us, 
than all the ideal Riches in the Kingdom. 
Nay, Nan, ſaid I, you now ſhoot be- 
ſides the Mark; for I am ſerious, and if 
you would be admitted to the Cauſe of my 
Placid Imaginations, you muſt punCEtually 
reſpond to my Queries; or elſe, let the Sub- 
ject drop. | 


How could you like to ſee me, added I, 


the Huſband of an opulent Lady, with 
whom J might live in all imaginable Gran- 
deur, and have it in my Power to provide 
genteelly for you, and my Children ? Could 
you, in ſuch Caſe, conſent to a Viſit only now 
and then, by the bye, from me? 

My deareſt Franky, replied ſhe, in order 
to act upon the ſame Suppoſition with your- 
ſelf; ſuppoſing that any ſuch Thing could 
poſſibly be; I would, rather than you ſhould 
continue thus miſerable with me, and for 
8 8 WS. my 
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my Sake, thankfully acknowledge the Bleſ- 
ſing of parting from you, upon ſo benefi- 
cial Terms to yourſelf, though I were as 
certain of never being benefited, to the Va- 
lue of a ſingle Farthing by them. Tou are 
all that it is worth my while to live for; there- 
fore, believe me, in your's, (in whatever 
Shape it may happen) will evermore conſiſt 
my moſt ſubſtantial Happineſs. ; 

I kiſſed the loving Creature, added Frank, 
and then, informed her of the Fancy that 
had occupied my Mind, at the Time ſhe 
took ſuch Notice of me: For, ſaid I, my 
Deareſt, whilſt I was reflecting upon our de- 
plorable Circumſtances, I was revolving in 
my Imagination, by what Turn of Deſtiny, 
it might be poſſible, ever to extricate us 
from our preſent Difficulties; when, what 
ſhould preſent to me, but Mrs. L—g, with 
whom, you ate ſenſible, by her own Choice, 


I might enjoyed as great Affluence, as this 


World could have afforded me. If once, 
why not ſtil]? Nay, if ſhe can ſtill ſubmit 
do me, as a ſingle Man, (for ſhe, I preſume, 
knows nothing of our Marriage) why may 
Tnot, under the preſſing Neceſſity of our 
Condition, marry her too, and thereby, not 
only intitle myſelfto the Elegancies of Life, 
but be enabled to provide for you, and the 
Children in an agreeable Affluence too? 
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The Tears ran trickling down my Wiſe $ 
Cheeks, for the whole Time I was thus 


ſpeaking to her, ſaid Frank ; but no ſooner 


had I finiſhed, than, Mr. > Taid ſhe, 
fince Matters are thus driven to Extremity 
with us, without other apparent Remiſſion, 
than what you have propoſed, you have my 
Conſent to make the beſt Terms you can for 
ourſelf ; nor fear I your Mindfulneſs of 
myſelf, and your Children, when that Event 
ſhall happen.—But, am I then to loſe you? 


abſolutely to loſe you? ſaid ſhe; and fell 
Into ſuch an Agony, and F lood of Tears, 


as is ſcarce credible. 
My Heart, added Frank, was ſo touched 


at her Condition, that, claſping her in my 
Arms, I intreated her to mitigate her Griet: 


For that all which had paſſed between us, 


was meer Matter of Talk, to amuſe our- 


ſelves with; and that I had no further In- 


Mr. — , faid fhe, if ſo, you have car- 
ried the Joke too far. As to your preſent 
Way of ſubſiſting, I confeſs, it grieves me 
to the Soul, to ſee no End of it, but with 
your own End; nor will I ſtand as the leaſt 
Fence between you and future Happineſs; 
proceed therefore with Mrs. L—g, as ſoon 


as may be, that the earlieſt Concluſion may 
be 2 to your * 


5 1 here 
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There: paſſed much more between my 
Wife wy me upon this Head, added Frank, 
for ſome ſucceeding Days, till we both 1 
gan to mention it, without the leaſt Con- 
fuſion; fo that, having prepared - for my 
Journey, I fat out, after ſeveral Embraces 
on both Sides, for the Widow's. 
Here, Frank, who, during this Relation, 
ſtood leaning againſt the Side of the Win- 
dow, ſpying Sharp as he entered the Gate, 
and, judging him to be making to the Par- 
lour, beg'd Leave to defer the Remainder 
of his Narrative till another Opportunity : 
For that, ſhould he proceed before Mr. Sharp. 
he ſhould talk no other than Nonſenſe to 
him, who had not been preſent at the Com- 
mencement of his Torf. 
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| CHAT,” IX 
Frank arrives near his Widow. His In- 
keeper's Account of ber. His good Fortune. 


Dines with the Widow, Their Conver- 
ſation, 


N? T being able to oppoſe Frant's Rea- 
a ſon, for 2 5 off the Remainder of 
his Account to another Opportunity, I diſ- 

_ him, tho' under the moſt reſtleſs Im- 
| G3 patience Wl 
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. patience for the Sequel of it; and, upon his 
Departure, immediately, Sharp entered the 
Room to me. 

He was ſo Brim-full of ſome Tranſaction 
that he had been concerned in, that he fell 
to repeating it to me directly; but, indeed, 
my Head was over burdened with Frank's We 
Affairs, for retaining a Tithe of what he 
ſaid to me. 
This Sharp perceiving, and that I at- 
tended ſo little to his Diſcourſe, as to give 
Him but few, and thoſe very indirect Re- 
plies; Vill] ſaid he, what is thy Head at 
Work upon ? You ſeem to be wholly ab- 
ſorb'd, in Contemplation of ſome mighty 
engaging Subject. 
Jam ſo, Zack, faid I; upon ſuch a Sub- 
ject, as, had you but abſented yourſelf for 
one half Hour longer, I had been Maſter 
of ; but your unſeaſonable Return has cut 
me ſhort by the Middle, and J muſt give 
Credit for the reſt, till another Opportu- 
nity. 
Jack's Curioſity being put on the Wing, 
he beg'd me to explain myſelf, and make 
him my Partner in the Myſtery : For that 
few Things, he believed, could affect me, 
= himſelf muſt have ſome Intereſt in 
t em. 
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I then informed him of all that had paſſed 
Le me and Fran, ſo far as Frank had 


nid himſelf open to me, with which Sharp 


was ſo prodigioully affected, that he would 
not ſtay another Moment, he ſaid, before he 
had the whole Scene expoſed to hims and 
ſeemed to wonder, how | ſat ſo eaſy, under 


a partial Diſcloſure of it. 


Nothing had been more demonſtrable to 
him, all along, he ſaid, than that Frank had 
not been born to a State of Servility; and 


he was ſorry to hear he ſhould make ſuch a 


Scruple of expoſing his Name and Pedigree; 
but he muſt have a Trial of Skill with him 


for that, when he had brought his Story to 


a Concluſion. 


Calling then for Frank, he told him, that 
I had juſt let him into the Converſation that 
had paſſed between us that Morning; and 


that his Narrative might not meet with too 
tedious an Interruption, he would deſire him 


to go on where he had before left off; for 
that he was already Maſter of all that Pre- 
ceeded it. 


Frank would. with all his Heart, have ha 


exculed from this Part of the Taſk ; but 
Mr. Sharp inſiſting upon the Performance of 


it, Frank told him, he hoped he would not 


be diſobliged at what he had to offer to 


G 4 by that 
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him, which was, his ſolemn Engagement, 
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that nothing proceeding from him, ſhould 
ever redound to his Prejudice upon that Ac. 
count; aſſuring him, that J had already un: 
dertaken to the fame Purpoſe. | 
This Sharp having readily done, Frank 
_ reſumed his little Hiſtory, in the enſuing 
Manner. 3 
Iputupat an Inn near the Widow s Dwell 
ing, where I lay that Night, and tarried 
For the whole ſucceeding Day, during which 
Time, I informed myſelf from my Hoſt, of 
moſt of the Nobility, and Gentry, within 
ſome Miles of the Place, and, amongſt the 
reſt, of my Widow. I told him; 1 ſhoold 
remember ſomething of the Name of Lg, 
in my Travels, as a Lady of great Fortune; 
and aſked, whether ſhe had: not formerly 
lived in the County of. Durham? + 
My Hoſt replied, that ſhe had been re- 
ed from thence above four Years. Is 
ſhe not married yet, ſaid I ? but he anſwer- 
ed in the Negative; nor, indeed, would ſhe 
hold the leaſt Communication with the Men, 
he ſaid, even in mixed Companies; which 
Behaviour of her s, had drawn upon her in- 
finite Cenſures from the neighbouring Gen- 
try, ſome whereof aſcribing it to Pride, as 
having ſo ample Poſſeſſions, that ſhe held 
none of them equal to her, or worthy of her 
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as it was rumoured, being 


ſhe had formerly met with, in the Marriage- 


State; nor wanted there others, he ſaid, 


who inſiſted, that her Affections having been 
ſettled where they could not be gratified, 
ſhe had ſo laid it to her Heart, as to abjure 


the whole Race on that Account. So that, 


he ſaid, notwithſtanding her Opulency, ſhe 
lived as privately, as many Ladies with three 
or four hundred a Year, if not more ſo : 


For that ſhe ſeldom ftirred abroad, ſave to 
her Pariſh-Church, though ſhe kept ſeveral 
wheeled Carriages, and always two Sets of 


fine Horſes in the Stable ; her chief Delight, 
being fine Needle- 
Work; for the Performance of which, ſhe 
kept, it might be, half a Score young 


Wenches, Artiſts at that Exerciſe; and, as 
her Table Companions, three or four de- 


cayed Widow Ladies: So that her Houſe 
paſſed more often by the Title of the Nun- 
nery, than any other Name, and herſelf by 
the Stile of Lady Abbeſs z not that ſhe was 
ſuch a Recluſe neither, as to avoid all So- 


ciety, he ſaid: For that many of the Ladies 


thereabouts viſited her, of which ſhe ſeemed 
deſirous enough z but ſhe always excuted 
herſelf from returning them. However, he 
added, that the Poor had no Cauſe to find 
Fault with her: For, inſtead of laviſhing 
away her Eſtate upon High-hving, Balls, 
. Gz | and 
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130 The HISTORY 1 
and Entertainments, as too many of her 
Neighbours did, till they had ſcarce a 
Penny left upon any Emergency; they felt 
the Benefit of her Retiredneſs, in the Sup- 
lies they were daily receiving from her, 
Which ſhewed her to be no ways covetous, 
though ſhe beſtowed her Riches otherwiſe 
than many did: For, over and above a Set 
of Penſioners that ſhe kept conſtantly upon 
her Liſt, ſoine for weekly, ſome quarterly 
Payments, ſhe diſtributed annually ſome 
hundreds to caſual, and other-Poor. 8 
The Fellow feeming, ſaid Frank, to de- 
light in perfecting what he had undertaken, 
I interrupted him not, till he had conclud- 
ed; when, being ſufficiently pleaſed with 
what | had heard, I confulted with myſcif, 
how to make my Onſet: For that a ſingle 
Step wrong taken, at the firſt Outſet of an 
Enterprize, not unfrequently ſubverts the 
whole Deſign. | 
My firſt thought, added Frank, was to 
have rode boldly up to her Gate, to have 
enquired for her, and have ſent in my Name 
by the Servant; but how, thinks I, if her 
WB Servants ſhould have general Orders to de- 
ny her to all Mankind, and refuſe to con- 
cern themſelves about me? Or what if ſhe, 
who has ſo long oppoſed the Admiſſion of 


my Sex, ſhould alſo motile? mine, meerly, 
: from 


r 
1 


by V 
& by S BJ o 


% 8 2 * 
$ F 8 8 2 2 2 


* 


a F Modern Adventurers. 131 


from the Accuſtomableneſs of the Things 
however againſt her Inclination? And yet, 
that Sentence having once paſſed upon me, 
I am for ever after excluded from all fur- 
ther Pretenſions. 

I ſpent a whole Night in adjuſting my 
Ceremonials, added Frank, without draw- 
ing the leaſt poſitive Concluſion from thence; 
till towards the Dawn of Day, as I was re- 


collecting the ſeveral Parts of the Widow's 


Conduct; upon remembring the Particular 
of her being a conſtant Attendant at Church, 
Ireſolved to begin my Attack there; . 
by an accidental exhibiting of my Perſon 
there, I doubted not but I ſhould collect 
from her Behaviour upon the Incident, how 
agreeable a Viſit from me might be to her, 

at her own Houſe. 

This being concluded upon, added Frank, 
my Spirits grew as alert, as if my Point had 
been already carried. I waited with Impa- 
tience till Sunday came, when, making my- 
ſelf as clean, and as ſpruce as poſſible, (for 
had ſtill a Parcel of exceeding good Clothes 
left, two Suits of which J took with me) J 

got earlier to the Church than moſt; others 
of the Congregation; where, meeting with 
the Sexton, diſpoſing Things for the People's 
Arrival, I fell into Diſcourſe with him, as 
a Stranger, of who was their Parſon? what 
1 Gentry 
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132 The HISTORY". 
er came to their Church? and who be- 
longed to ſuch and ſuch of the beſt Pews, 
as I pointed out to him? till at length he 
had ſhewn to me Madam L—y's. 

My next Conſideration, was, 1 to plant 
my ſelf properly for her View, without creep. 
ing ſo near to her, as to be ſuſpected of do- 

ing it on Purpoſe ; and having thus ſuited 
myſelf, I waited che Arrival of the Lady, 
She not appearing till the Congregation 
were moft of them ſertled, and the Parſon 
juſt entered upon his Office, I began to be 
vaſtly dejected, at the Thought of her not 
coming at all that Day, and, for Fear that 
my Contrivance had failed me; nor could 
my Devotion there have been very lively, 
in the Abſence of the Object of my Vene- 
ration; but, juſt as theſe gloomy Ideas were 
torturing my very Soul with Perplexities, 
ſuch a Ruſtle penetrated my Senſes, as 
-withdrew my Attention from the Reverie ! 
was in; when, raiſing myſelf, as every one 
elſe had done, a Servant in fuperb Livery 
had juſt opened the Widow's Pew- Gr, 
Jaid down a little Damaſk Satchell, which 
held the Lady's Books of Devotion, and 
Was wheeling to the right about, with the 
Door in his Hand, that the Lady herſelf 
might enter; nor was it many A be- 
fore ſhe came, elegantly decorated, with 
_ two 
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of two Modern Adventurers. 133 
two or three old Ladies following her, and 
ſeveral Damſels in her Train. 
Mrs. Lg, and the old Women ſeated 
themſelves together, whilſt the young ones - 
took up with an inferior Apartment, and 
the Men- Servants below them; and now be- 
gan my Part of the Interlude : Foe. no ſooner 
had the Widow performed the accuſtomed 
Decencies peculiar to the Place, than, caſt- 
ing her Head round, ſhe caught me with 
her Eyes, (for | ſtood ready prepared, for 
feconding any Movement towards me) and 
in a Sort of Confufion recollecting me, I 
could obſerve her to wait for the Motion of 
my Eye her Way, that ſhe might honour 
me with a Courteſy. 

She had ſcarce began to drop to me, 
when ſtarting, as under an Exceſs of Sur- 
prize, I returned the Compliment in ſuch a 
Manner, as might be fully expreſſive, both 
of the Regard | paid to her, and of the Sa- 
tisfaction Lreceived at ſo caſual an Interview 
between us. | 
lt may be rather concluded, than barely 
Halen that beſt Part of our Time, 
whilſt confined to our ſeparate Cells, was, 
as Occaſion offered, employed in og!in : 
and inatching at elch others Glances; but 
all, undefignedly, as Each \ was to Hege 


134 The HISTORY: 
of the other; till now, Sermon being ended, 
we were each intitled, to the other's Salute, 
My Deſign then was, to have waited upon 
my Widow the next Day, with my Compli 
ments, that having had the Pleaſure to 15 
her at a Church I had accidentally called in- 
to in my Travels, I had made it my Buſineſs 
to inform myſelf, whether ſhe was reſident in 
that Country; that, if ſo, I might do my- 
ſelf the Honour of paying my humbleſt Re- 
ſpects to her; and with this View, I had 
contented myſelf to let her move off; but 
Madam —5 not ſuch diſtant T houghts in 
her Head of me: For we quitting the 
Church by different Doors, as moſt com- 
modious to our ſeveral Situations in it, [ 
had not gone many Steps in the Church- 
yard, before one of the Lady's Footmen ac- 
coſted me, with his Lady's Compliments, 
and that ſhe beg'd the Favour of my Com- 
ny to dine with her that Day, which, if I 
pleaſed to favour her in, ſhe would take 
me home in her Coach with her. 
So fair an Invitation, was by no Means 
to be diverted : So that, deſiring him to 
ſhew me to his Lacy, 1 told him, it was 
my Duty to attend her. 
It was but juſt without the Church: yard 
that her Coach ſtood, and there I al her 


Waiting for me; which having beg'd 3 
on 
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Jon for, in ſuch Manner as I was beſt able; 
ET rt conducting her, and two of the old 
ladies into the Coach, I ſtept in myſelf, 
and accompanied them. . 


BZ ceſs I could have wiſhed for ſo early in my 
Suit; and, in our Paſſage home, ſhe took 
EZ Care to let the old Ladies know, that I was 
one of her oldeſt Acquaintance and Inti- 
mates, whom ſhe had not ſeen for ſeveral 
EZ Years before; and one whom ſhe had ever 


and Sobriety ; Qualifications, the ſaid, for 


able for my Years; and that it was a pro- 
= digious Pleaſure to her, to have ſo accident- 


= which now, in me, ſhe was ſo complaiſant 


= have made any Alteration in it; for there 
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Theſe Omens foreboded me all the Suc- 


held in vaſt Eſtimation, for my good Senſe 


which ſhe had ever held me moſt remark- 


ally met with me, whom ſhe had but little 
Expectation, from the Diſtance of our Si- 
tuations, of ever ſeeing more; nor doubt I, 
ſaid Frank, but that this Declaration was 
made to the old Ladies, as a Qualifier of the 
Rigidneſs of her uſual Behaviour to my Sex, 
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I could perceive, by the Cover of her 
Table, which ſucceeded our Arrival but a 
tew Minutes, what noble Houſe-keeping' 
there was; nor could my being a Stranger, 
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vere two Covers of nine Diſhes each, be- 
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236 De HIS TORT 
ſides a very fine Deſert ; and her Wine 
were the richeſt I had for ſome Years taſted, 
The old Ladies withdrawing, after a fey 


daily commemorative Healths, left us, (aid 
Frank, to our own Devices; when, after ſe- 


veral Inquiries after my Siſters, with whom 


the uſed to be moſt intimate, fhe aſked me, 
whether his Lordſh—, Here, Frank having 


| ſhot an Arrow, which he heartily wiſhed in 


Hand again, bluſhed up to the Ears like 


Scarlet; nor knew he how to recover the 


falſe Step by any Thing that he could fay 
to mend it; but, being taken with a violent 
Fit of Coughing, the common Help at x 
Nonplus, at returning to his Speech again; 


ſhe aſked me, ſaid he, whether a young 
Nobleman, whom ſhe knew in thoſe Parts, 


lived in his late Father's Seat, and what 
Family he had about him, to all which 
Queries I having replied, and pray, Mr, 
„ faid ſhe, may | be permitted, with- 
out Offence, to enquire, whether none of 


the young Ladies in the County Palaiine, 
have ſmitten you yet? and whether you 


are a Father. or likely ſoon to be to ? 
Madam, replied 1, added Frank, it is one 
of the greatelt Misfortunes, attendant. on the 
Junior Branches of honourable Houles, that, 
in Spite of Fate itſelf, they muſt needs be 


Gentlemen ; and eſpecially, where For 
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Z Fortunes, neither correſ] x7 to their Births, 
Ec or Educations. 
It is beneath the Dignity of their Parents, 
EY that theſe ſhould be placed to Employments, 
BZ wherein they might advance their Subſtances 
though, at the ſame Time, they are ſenſible 
of theiß own Inability to make Proviſion for 
them, ſuitable to the Figure they would 
= have them make in the World. It is a 
Kind of making Brick without Straw, to be 
forced upon high Life, without Subſtance 
= to ſupport it; ſo neither can a young Fel- 
low ever marry, for Want of the one Thing 
W neceffary, for rendering himſelf acceptable, 
= to any Lady he may with Credit make his 
H Addredſes to, and to one of an-inferior Claſs 
be may not approach, for the Difgrace it 
= wi bring upon his Family. What Chance, 
therefore, can a younger Brother, with little 
or no Fortune ſtand, for marrying to his 
= Advancement? and unleſs he does ſo, he 
is rendered contemptible. 

Surely! added the Widow, fad Frank, 
all Ladies are not ſo hard hearted, nay 
blinded, to their own Intereſt, as to efteem 
Wealth only, before Merit in an Huſband; 
eſpecially, if their own Poſſeſſions are ſuch 
as need require no Addition to make them 


more nappy. 
| Frank 
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N HISTORY . 
Frank ſaid, he replied, that very few La. 
dies, he believed, weighed Merit in their 
Suitors, eſpecially, if Parents were to be 
conſulted, who uſually ſtood as hard, in 
bargaining for a Daughter, as a Miſer would 
for his Pennyworth, who more commonly 
rated his Purchaſe by the Bulk, than the in- 
trinſick Worth of the Commodity. 
Had I ever made the Experiment? ſaid 
ſhe ; to which I replied, ſaid Frank, that! 
never but once had the leaſt Inclination {6 
to do; and what enſued ? ſhe aſked me, 
O! Madam, replied I, deſpairing of Suc- 
ceſs, I dropt it: And fo, ſaid ſhe, ſome- 
body wiſer than yourſelf hath ſnatched her 
out of your Poſſeſſion. I told her, no; 
Fortune had not yet dealt ſo hardly by me. 
Where is the Hardſhip, demanded ſhe, of 
furniſhing another, with what you neglect? 
Madam, ſaid I, added Frank, though! 
dare not to ſay I have Hope; yet ſome 
Pleaſure redounds, from a Certainty of the 
Lady's not being another's Property : For, 
till then, I can delight myſelf in the Inte- 
reſt ſhe has in me, and though I can oniy 
wiſh and love, it is more grateful ſtill, 
than were I excluded both, by her ſurren- 
dering herſelf to other Arms. 
Methink, ſaid the, added Frank, I ſhould 


be glad to know this Lady; but muſt great!y 
| | | blame 
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La. blame you for not putting the Queſtion to 
heir ber. Frank ſaid, he told her, that, was he 
) be to die, he could not, the Inequality was ſo 
, In infinite between them. You could but be 
uld denied, ſhe ſaid. I could but die, Madam, 
nly WT cid I; and this, as ſurely, as ever that, ſhould 
: 1n- WWE befall me. 4 | 
Lell not me, faid ſhe, of Inequality, and 
laid Dying; I would put the Queſtion, let the 
at! Conſequence prove what it would; for, at 
110 vorſt, it is but uncertain; and no Lady 
= upon Earth would ever think the worſe of 
you, though ſhe ſhould refuſe you. Alas! 
Madam, ſaid I, added Frank, it muſt cer- 
tainly terminate in my Deſtruction: As 
ſuppoſe, you yourſelf was the Lady, what 
could I have in Expectation, for attempting 
of ſo far above my Reach, but to be ſpurned 
at for my Folly, and with Contempt to be 
ñforbid your Preſence ever after? | 
= There is no ſaying, replied ſhe, what 
one would do, till the Caſe proves really 
one's own, and ſo nothing can be concluded 
from your Suppoſal. Then, Madam, add- 
ed J, ſaid Frank, falling upon my Knees 
before her, O] that you may but hear me 
propitiouſly! Your's alone can ever be the 
Caſe; you are the Lady I would attempt, 
and It is you alone for whom I live; * 
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let not thoſe dear Lips pronounce my Over: 
throw, by a Rejection of my Suit. 

The Lady then, faid Frank, looking ex. 
tremely ſerious, I would not affect a Rude. 
neſs, faid ſhe, to the moſt contemptibe 
Creature, with whom I could find no other 
Cauſe of Quartel, than for his Affection to 

me. But, Mr. , fo much Merit at my 
Feet, imploring what muſt ever redound i 
my own Glory, requires a far different 
Treatment from me; then, let me not be. 
Hold the Man I have ever eſteemed, thi 
abjectly reduced by me, whilſt better Place 
befits him. Riſe! then, Sir, added fhe, 
Hope is the Anchor that ſuſtains Mortality; 
employ it therefore, till Perſeverance map 
5 chance to crown it with Succeſs. 
Some Company from the Wells, waiting 
at the Door to ſpeak with us, Frank wa 
ſent to uſher them in : So that he was = 
ed to break off ſomewhat abruptly ; 
telling him, we would hear the Conclula 
of his Story the next N 
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1 e 

= Frank drawn in to diſcover his real Name and 
BY Family. His Story continued. Invited again 
by the Widow. Marries her. Her Beba- 
viour to him. Different Effects of Virtue 
and Vice. Writes to his firſts Wife. Her 
Anſwer. Frank*s Diſtraction at it. Re- 
fletion, Frank's Reply to bis Wife's. 


70 ſooner was the Tea-Equipage re- 
moved the next Morning, than Sharp 
and I told Frank, that we ſhould expect him 
in half an Hour, to finiſh his Story; and 
= accordingly, Frank preſenting himſelf be- 
fore us. 

= Well, Frank, ſaid Mr. Sharp, how go we 
on in this Affair? for I long to know how 
the Widow came off at laſt; but now I re- 
member myſelf, you ſeemed, at our laſt 
Meeting, to be ſomewhat at a Plunge about 
his Lordſhip; for had not chat timely Cough 
of your's both confounded us a little, and 
aſſiſted you to the lucky Hit of a young 
Nobleman in your Neighbourhood, I am of 
Opinion, that his Lordſhip enquired after, 
had proved your own Brother, and if ſo, 
prithee, ne'er ſham it, nor be aſhamed of 
your Kindred or Name, ſince many who 
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have been high born, have come to loy 
Circumſtances, as well as of the low bon 
to Welch and Title. 
What, indeed, when we look back ; 
little, were any of our Anceſtors, but ſome 
rich, ſome poor? Theſe deſcended from Men 
of Renown, and thoſe from the Scum of the 
People? Then tell us, Frank, added he, in- 
genioully, is not his Lordſhip you was go- 
ing to ſpeak of, your Brother? For it will be 
in vain to prevaricate. VIA 
Frank found himſelf too fairly trapt by 
his own Diſcourſe, to imagine he could ſhe. 
ter himſelf under a Falſity, without De. 
tection: So that, having nothing elſe but 
the Truth for it, he confeſſed he was. And 
his Title is „ faid Sharp. Sir, ſaid 
Frank, I have put a Force upon my Incli- 
nation already, to gratify you by the Ac- 
count 1 have given of myſelf; and my 
"Maſter Draper very well knows, that my 
Name is what J at firſt objected to the Diſ- 
covery of. Why, Frank, ſaid Mr. Shary, 
is it poſſible that thy Tranſactions can have 
been executed by a nameleſs Man? What 
will be more eaſy in Life, than upon te- 
counting thy Story in the County, to gan 
the Name of the Author of it? Now this 
ou will put me upon doing, whenever | 


travel that Way, which may be * 
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W by a free Confeſſion at once, and with leſs 
Danger too. 
Frank, at length, perceiving there would 
be no ſatisfying us without it, replied, that 
his Name was B—/—ze. I am content, 
ſaid Mr. Sharp, and now go on with your 
Sto 
A We had but little more Diſoourſs at that 
W Time, ſaid Frank, the Tea-Table being 
brought, and the Ladies returning preſent- 
y after it: So that no ſooner was that over, 
chan it growing darkiſh, I was taking my 
Leave of the Ladies; when the Widow 
telling me, 1 had near two Miles Walk to 
my Inn, and that the Foot- Way was ſome- 
& what intricate, ordered her Coach to the 
Door to convey me thither. I would much 
| rather have been excuſed from this Compli- 
ment, but, for Fear of difobliging her, 
having but very little then left of the Pro- 
duce of a Suit of Clothes that F ſold, to 
furniſh me out for my Journey; but, how- 
ever, I accepted it, and gave the Fellow 
Half a Crown for his Pains but juſt as [ 
was taking Leave, the Widow accompany- 
| Ing me through the Hall, aſked me, when 
I ſhould leave that Country? To which I 
replied, that, Madam, is alone in your 
Power to command. Well! ſaid ſhe, if it 
de ſo, as you may probably be ſome Days 
here, 
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here, and my Houſe may be as agreeable, IM 
at leaſt, as an Inn for you to dine at, I ſhall 

expect that you ride over to Dinner with 
me again To- morrow. 

I had only to thank her, and comply; 
but our Affairs were, as I afterwards found, 
in ſuch Forwardneſs, that ſhe ſcrupled not 
in the Evening, upon my riſing to depart, 
to aſſure me, that ſhe could order a ſpare 
Bed for me, and that there was Room enough 
in her Stables for my Horſe : So that, in 

ſhort, I never quitted the Widow's Houſe 
again, till I had made a Bride of her. 
HFad it not been for poor Nanny at home, 
no Man in the World might have enjoyed a 
greater Share of Happineſs, than I might 
with my new Spouſe, who, for her Sen, 
and Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, was ſcarce to 
be matched in the Kingdom. 
She, knowing my Circumſtances, of her 
own Accord, preſented me with a very large 
Sum, for Clothes, and other Neceffaries; 
of which I was obliged to confine myſelf to 
the narrower Pattern, that I might the bet- 
ter ſupply my deareſt Nanny: For I know 
not how it is, but there is ſomething ſo at 
tracting in Virtue, and thoſe Ways and Me. 
thods (though ever ſo fraught with Mit- 
fortunes) that a Man can reconcile to him- 
ſelf, and his own Conſcience, as is not K 
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be found under the Practice of Vice, though 
ever ſo proſperous, and ſucceſsful : So 
that, though my new Wife, for Age, ſur» 
piſſed not Nanny by full two Years, and 
W would have paſſed with the Generality of 
the Male World for much the finer Lady; 
Vet I cannot ſay, notwithſtanding this, and 
that the princely Advancement of my Con- 
dition, from the Depth of Wretelkdneſs, 
to the Summit of Pomp and Elegance, was 
W wholly owing to her, that | ever aſſociated 
W with her, either at Bed or Board, but under 

| an involuntary Flatneſs of Spirit, that was 
diſpleaſing to me; whereas my Fancy ne- 
ver ſtray ed to my real Wife; but my very 
Soul was overcharged with Delight, and 
Tranſport, at the bare Recollection of her. 

I contrived, by a Waggon paſling by 
my Wife's Door, added Frank, to ſend her 
ſome hundreds of my new Wife's Donation 
to me; and, with them, I ſent the follow- 
ing Letter, having now the Draught of it 
in my Pocket-Book, which I will read to 
„ 3-5 


= 


Vor. . 


Te HISTORY 


22 E hy xx, 
2 Mrs. Ann B—.—vf. 


2M deareſt Angel, 


EVER could I have diſcovered to 
what a, Degree I love thee, had not 
our Neceſſities, enjoined. us this infelicitous 
Separation, as. I doubt not but you eſteem 
1t, equally with myſelf; and but that you 
are apprized of, and was conſenting to the 
Views I ſat out with, how durſt I to declare 
to my only Life, what both my Heart is ſo 
confounded at dictating, and my Hard 
trembles at penning down to you; that |, 
your once beloved Franky, was laſt Week 
married to Mrs. L—g, and am become, un- 
conditionally, Maſter of above Forty thou- 
ſand Pounds in ready Caſh, and Securities, 
thereby; beſides the annual Income of her 
Jointure, of upwards of Six thouſand Pounds 
a Year, 

My ever dear Nanny may imagine, from 
the rumbling Sound theſe Sums make, 1n 
the Ear of the Object immerſed in Penury, 
that no leſs than the ſupremeſt Happinels 
can be attendant on their Poſſeſſor; but, 
deareſt Girl, aſſure thyſelf, that nothing b 
more remote from my Imagination; * 

that, 
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chat, was I till at my Option, to deſert the 
Grandeur I am encircled with, and to ſettlè 
myſelf again in thy perpetual Embraces, 
= with barely one hundred Pounds a Year, to 
= defend us from the Perplexities of Beggary, 
W not all the Principalities on Earth ſhould 
= withdraw me from that eriga! ging Afytum; 
where every Endearment I could poffibly | 
expreſs to thy Perſon, would, as no Fonck. 
neſs here poſſibly can, be in Characte. 
1 have herewith, by the Waggoner who 
paſſes your Door, tranſmitted to you Two 
hundred Pounds, Part of a Prefent made 
me before our Marriage, by Mrs. A 
for you muſt excuſe me from calling her ei- 
ther Wife, or by my own Name; theſe on- 
ly can my beloved Nanny appropriate fo her 
own ſelf ; but having, as I faid, ſent you 
this Money, I muſt defire you to give out 
in your Neighbourhood, that Lam gone a- 
broad, and that you are going, with the 
Qildren.. to reſide with an Aunt in the 
North, till my Return. This will ſtop all 
Inquiſitiveneſs about what 1s become of me, 
not only in my own Family, but elſewhere 
and then, I muſt entreat you, with the ut- 
moſt Expedition, and Privacy, to bring the 
Children to L—d—y, about fix Miles from 
me, and there to fix yourſelf as a Widow 
Gentlewoman of no mean Fortune; as | 
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AY r you by all Means appear to be, 
in a genteel Houſe, with a Man- ſervant, 
and one or two Maids : For the Expence of 
which, 1 ſhall take Care, amply to ſupply 

ou. 
J Let me hear from my deareſt Wife, i in 
Return to this, by a Line directed to Mr. 
Thomas Wheat, at the Poſt-houſe at Joer, 
to be left till called for; but don't remove 
till I anſwer your's, as, probably, I may 
have ſomewhat more to ſay firſt, _ 

O! Nanny! how happy ſhould I be, could 
1 incloſe myſelf herein; that with this, I 
= might be received to thy folded Arms ! But * 
Fate forbids. = 
| Salute my deareſt Children in my Stead; 
nor conceive, that though 1 may have of 
rendered my Perſon to another, my Heart 
can ever be biaſſed to quit its Lodgment Ml 
within thy Boſom, whilſt Life and 15 
remain to wy 


Moſt Eds + 
and Ae ee 2 
Ad + dns Gentlemen, ſaid he, holding 
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Mrs. ANN B——s NE, 
To Mr. THomMas WHEAT. 


| Mof beloved FRANK r,, 


A TEVER exulted the Heart of thy poor 
Nanny more affectionately, than at 
Sight of thy dear Name ſubſcribed to thoſe 
few Lines I received from you Yeſterday; 
but, O! my Happineſs was too acute to be 
laſting : For what did I diſcover upon the 
= Peruſal, but that my ſole Delight had ſur- 
= rendered himſelf to a ſtrange Bed, and to 
= impure Embraces. e 
O!] that my Eyes were Rivers of Water, 
that they might never ceaſe flowing for my 
Misfortune! Pardon me, my Love, I muſt 
confeſs, my Dear, to the ſo great Diſquiet 
of my Soul, as I can never forgive myſelf 
for, that, as you ſay, I was apprized of, and 
did conſent to this Enormity ; bur ſolely 
for thy Sake, my Franky, not my own, who 
could far more pleaſurably have ſtarved by 
Inches, enjoying thee, till Strength and Na- 
ture failing, I had dropt into Oblivion, and 
been no more; than I can now ſubſiſt a 
Spectator of another's Enjoyment. of thee. 
Curſed Stupidity! not to have thought 
of this before; but, fond to gratify my 
. „ H 3 Franky's 
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Franky s Wiſhes, I thought, poor Soul! * 


could have lived happily in your Delight; 
and that poſſeſſing thee in Affection, would 


have, in good Meaſure, compenſated for 


our Separation; but, Fool that | was! it 
cannot, cannot be, and from thy parting 


from ys not my prior Wants, muſt thy | 
Nan date her Miſeries. 


Thy Money, Franky, though a Sum 1 
had little Expectation ever to have been my 
own, felt only Dirt unto my Touch; nor 


elevated it me more, than ſo much Clay; 
however, I ſhall di! pole it to our Suſterance, 


and to convey me, and my innocent Babies, 
as near as may be to my 


Weeds of Widowhood, let my Franky gueſs, 
Alas! my Joys are paſt; nor ſhall J 


want them long, let me buy what I vill; 
but as I have ever made it my beſt Study 
hitherto, to accommodate my Actions to 


my Franty's Views, ſo ever ſhall 1 pleaſe 


myſelf in my Capacity of exiſting, till 


Death, thy 
Moſt Obedient, 
and Faithſul Wiſe, 
ANN Bo——5——xt 


» 2 X X 2 


uſband ; but how 
J  ſhall- apply myſelf to purchaſe Finery, 
whole Choice muſt rather tend to the ſable. 
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I had waited the Arrival of the Poſt, on 
* Day that I had room to expect. the a- 


bove, and received it directly from the Bag, = 


faid Frank, when my Impatience for its 
Contents, would have urged me to the 


opening it at the Poit-houſe, but that L 


feared myſelf incapable of peruſing it with 


= Eyes, they being uſt fet for overflow- 


g, upon the bare Sight of the Superſcrip- 


In So that paying” for my Letter, and 


an half Pint of Wine J had called for, 1 took 
Horſe, with Intent to indulge over it in my 


Way home, through ſome of the By-ways 


I had to ride, wherein I had but little COP 


of Interruption from Paſſengers. 


If ever I had before thought myſelf over- 


whelmed by Affliction, at the horrid Specta- 


cles of my Wife and Children, weeping for 
Food around me, whilſt I accompanied 
them in their Tears, for my Incapacity to 
reſieve them; what had I now to judge, 
from the Contents of my Wife's Letter, 
whereby it appeared to me, how amiable 
her Diſtreſſes had preſented themſelves to 
her, in Compariſon with my Method of re- 
lieving them. 

In ſhort, the Horror wherewith ſhe ſuſ- 
fained our Separation, almoſt diſtracted me 
in the Reflection; nay, to ſuch Deſperation 


did it ava me, that I had once fixed my 
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Reſolution for making away with myſelf In 
the gloomy Lanes I was riding through, aſter 
| firſt having deſtroyed the Letter. Nay, 1 
WW deſcended from my Horſe. for that Pur. 


| 1 2 drew my Hanger, and had certainly 
Cal diſpatched myſelf, had not a Ruſt ling in 
is the Hedge, cloſe by my Ear, at the very 
= Jnſtant of Execution, prevented me: For 
turning my Head for the Cauſe, (which was 
_ a Spanie! beating for his Game) I ſpied his 
if Mafter, with his Gun in his Hand, but very 
few Paces behind him. 

15 The very Act, ſaid Frank, that a Man 
= dares to commit in Preſence of the all ſee- 


ing Eye, he is aſhamed of being ſeen at, 
by one of his Fellow- creatures; whereas 
this, can neither reſtrain, nor puniſh him; 
* that can diſtreſs him for it, for ever. Mult 
not this Principle therefore, be founded 
upon our own Eye, that dreads to behold 
the Object of our own Confuſion, and not 
upon our Viſibility to the Object? It muſt; 
and from hence, proceed the Rapes, Rob- 
beries, Murders, and moſt other Enormi- 
ties in Life; becaufe Men credit not their 
own declared Principles, which they will 
argue and reaſon. from with the moſt zea- 
lous Warmth, nay even die in the Mainte- 
nance of, equally with the Eye, than which, 
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But, to proceed, Gentlemen, ſaid. Frank, 

where I left off. Upon Sight of this Man, 
my whole murderous Reſolution vaniſhing, - 

I ſheathing my Dagger, mounted my Horſe, 

and rode home, more appeaſed in my Mind 

than I could have imagined, after the Tu- 
mult J had found ſtirring there. 

could not, however, ſo entirely ſhake 
of all Lowneſs of my Spirits, as to conceal 
it wholly from my new Lady, who taxed me 
with ſome private Uneaſineſs, which ſhe in- 
treated me to divulge to her, and if it was 
for any ſtale Demands | might have upon 
me, ſhe deſired me not to be ſparing of her 
Caſh, but at all Events, to make myſelf 
eaſy : For that no Sum I could diſpoſe of, 
for the Purchaſe of my Felicity, but ſhe, 
would join Hand and Heart with me, in, 
parting from. 

One would have thought, added Frank, 
that ſo much Gentleneſs, could not but have 
bound me to her, by the ſtrongeſt Ties of bt 

Affection; but, inſtead of theſe, though WM 
both my Intereſt, and Safety, demanded all. 
the Complacence that 1 could any ways 
toce from myſelf; yet, I now hated her 
Company, and bedding with her, became, 
adhorrent to me. 

l anſwered, however, my Wife's Letter, a 


from the Copy 1 I-ſhall now read to yd. 
H 5 Mr. 
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Mr FRANCIS B——5— 


To Mrs. ANN e 


NE. 


My dear Nanny, 


TO Art can divine the Avi: 11 . 
boured under, at the Time of read- 
ing your's, and have ever ſince ſuſtained, 
for the Diſpleaſure my Proceedings have af 
forded you; but lay not the whole Blame 
of our Conduct upon me, who am already 
ſufficiently burdened, from not only my 
forced Abſence from thee, but my loathed 
Union with one, who I now deteſt infinite- 
ly more, if poſſible, than I love you. 

Tax me not with the Whole of an AQ 
we both agreed to, and that in our moſt 
perplexing Extremities, as an only Expe- 
dient for preſerving thoſe Lives, that muſt 
otherwiſe have been forfeited to our Penu— 
ty, but for the hateful Method 1 took to 
prolong them. | 
I defire you will ſhake off that Melan- 
choly that ſo furiouſly aſſaults you; and 
3 with my Requeſt, by your Arrival, 
as ſoon as poſſible, at L—d—y. I would 
have you to go by the Name & Smith, and 
the Moment you are fixed there, and have 


TI hings { ſuitable about you, ſend me a Line 
a 
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as be fore; but let not Dejection gain the 
Dominion over you, till you ſee me there, 
who have ſtill further Thoughts in my 
UHiead, whereby we may be ſtill rendered in 
8 future happy. I ſhall only add, that I muft 
remain the moſt miſerable of Mortals, till 1 
receive from you the only Draught of Com- 
poſure, in the Power of all Nature to admi- 


nilter, to your 
Your moſt Affectionate, 
Loving Huſoand; : 13 
F. B—s— xk. | 
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C HAP. Xt... 
Frank's Wife to him. F rank*s C aſe at Sight 
/ his Wife. Reflection. Death of bis 
Wife, Deteſts bis ſecond Mie. Is diſco- 
vered to be married. His Lady's Behaviour" 


' to bim. He leaves ber. Deterinines upon 
Service. His Succeſs bbere ; | 


'T was not without Reluſtance, that we 
were again forced to quit our Hold of 
Frank,before his Hiſtory was concluded; but,” 
being ſent for down to Dinner, as we were 
in a Houſe full of other Boarders, 3 

being 
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being guilty of a Rudeneſs, we could no 
ways ſubmit to require their waiting a Mo 
ment for us; but we were ſo uneaſy forthe 
Sequel, of bia Adventures, that no ſooner 
had Frant dined, than we ſent for him up 
again to conclude them. 
It was near a Month, ſaid Frank, dk 
T heard any Thing further from my Wife, 
during which Time I rode out almoſt ever 
Morning, but never took a Servant with 
me; pretending to my new Wife, that it 
was what I ever deteſted, unleſs I was upon 
a Viſit of Ceremony : For that, hating to 
create the Pain of another Perſon, I always 
imagined, when I ſauntered along now here, 
now there, as my Horſe for the molt Part 
led me, that the Fellow behind withed me 
hanged, for making ſuch a Fool of him, to 
accompany me on ſuch idle Jaunts; when 
he could be imploying himſcit more uſetul- 
17 elſewhere. 

So that, having brought my Wife to ac- 
quieſce to my riding. alone, moſt of my 
Morning Tours tended to the Poſt houſe; 
and here, at length, I found what I had fo 
earneſtly ſought for; the Original of which 
I will now read to you. 
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Mes: An B——s NE, 
To Mr. Tromas Wuzar. 


2 Dear, | 


EERLY, in Obedience to your Ot- 
; ders, I am now at L—da—y, at the 
| Houle of Mrs. /—t—rs, a Widow Lady 
near the Church, not having yer been able 
W to procure an Hufe for myſelf, 6. 
0 your Directions. 
Ii am heartily ſorry my laſt ſhould giv 
Offence 3 but from the Fulneſs of the Heart 
tbe Mouth ſpeaketh. I cannot ſay that my 
Journey hither has been ſo agreeable to me, 
as every Step towards my deareſt Huſband, 
was heretofore, to me. 
& 1 ſhall ever be glad to fee you. I can 
vo more for weeping but Wa till Death, 
| all not ceaſe to be 


Your maſt Faithful, 6 3 Os 
and Obedient W . oh 
p Ann, B——s- 


LS 


My next Morning” J Tour, you may be 
ſure, Gentlemen, ſaid Frank, was to L--d , 
where the tendereſt Scene was realized be- 
. tween 


- 4 
— 


4 Oe ot Hg ns gr nerf AS rintrgcn rr — 
r og rub frm onal. 4 
- > og — — E. 
HE 2 . on Vs Wo — — Y l 
: * r * N e A 20 2 rl 6 p 
It age ee Doc 2 a goes A R- TTC . 
6 ve ROS a 1 — * F 5 TS. 
— Sar — A LE ths n 4 * L N — p — ae WE er SY 
« 8 - 2 5 1 — „ 2 "=o n — 2 n 


tween me and my Wife, that J ever either 
bore a Part in, or read of; nor could I for. 
bear, after we had a little recovered from 
our Lamentations, and were become con- 


verſible, to preſs my deareſt Nanny for ſome 


Endearments, which nothing but my con- 


ſtrained Abſence from her at Night could 


then render ſeaſonable; but ſhe, dear Soul, 
burſting into Tears, implored me to urge 
her no more, to what was diametrically. op- 
E to her Conſcience She had reſigned 
erſelf, ſhe ſaid, to a widowed State, and 
beg'd me not, from thenceforth, to eſteem 
her other than my Friend, under the nomi 
nal Title of my Wife, * the Mother of 


my dear Children; but that, tho? ſhe ad- 


mitted me not to every Familiarity of an 
Huſband, yet ſuch Friends ſhe hoped we 
ſhould be. whoſe Souls and Affections were 


inſeparable. She hoped, I would ſoon be. 
fenſible of the Juſtice of her Scruples : For 
that I, having wholly ingrofſed her Faith 


and Affection, ſhe could conſent, as ſhe le- 
gally might, to be entirely my Friend, and: 
Admirer, even to the depoſiting her being 
at my Diſpoſal; but never cou!d conſent to 
become a Partner with any other Woman, 
as a Wife to me. | 
I muſt confeſs, I was never in my Life | 
fo ſhocked, as at this ſerious Rebuff Wu a 
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W Wife, whom I even more than ever adored 
5 for it; but hoping that Time would render 


the Difficulty | Pry 
W her Pleaſure z embracing my dear Babies, 


and adjuſting ſome Preliminaries, previous 
do her entering upon Houſekeeping, I pre- 
ſented her with fifty Pounds; and after the 
W Commixture of our ver 


5 Beings, in the 
Tenderneſs of a parting Salute, I left her, 
and returned home. 

Ü believe, the Caſe is but too common, 
W for every Man to eſtimate thoſe Evils that 
befall himſelf, at an higher Rate than thoſe 
of other Men. 
= Meaſure juſtifiable; becauſe the Burden of 
his own lies heavy upon him perſonally, and 
the other are but conceived at a Diſtance ; 
whereby theſe, can but at worſt be tranſi- 
tory, his own, permanent: But Men are 
alſo apt to conclude, even of the Evils. 
which affect themſelves only, that the pre- 
ſent are ever the weightieſt; and the Rea- 


ſon is the ſame ſtill, becauſe what are paſt” 


ſubſiſt only in Speculation, the preſent, over- 
bear, and torment us. Bit} 

This was my Caſe, added Frank, at the 
Time I am now ſpeaking of: For thoughy 
my Wife and I had both conjectured, that 
no Circumſtances in Life would be more de- 
plorable, than thoſe which my ſecond Mar- 


riage 


urmountable, I ſubmitted to 


This is, indeed, in ſome. 
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160 Te HISTORY 
riage relieved us from; yet, now the Feat 
of them was blown over, the very Remem. 
brance periſhed; nor were we capable of 
drawing a Compariſon from them, in Alle. 
viation of the preſent; but theſe, muſt be 
eſtee med the moſt excruciating, that human 
Nature was able to ſuſtain; nay, even are. Wl 
verting to our former Sufferings, would, az 
we then thought, have been deemed a Bleſ. 
ſing to us; nor could we account it leſs 
than a Curſe, to continue in our preſent Af. 
fluence, under the Condition of our then 
Separation, which blunted the Ege of every 
Joy we might otherwiſe have imbibed, from 
a Poſſeſſion of all the Wealth we could wel 
deſire. | C 

I his, added Frank, was the forlorn State 
that my dear Nanny and | lived in; all In- 
WW tercourſe, as between Huſband and Wife, 
being wholly broke off between us; nor 
was I ever after efteemed by her, as other 
than a Viſiter to her, whom ſhe loved, and 
whoſe Society and Friendſhip ſhe coveted}; * 
but would never indulge with the leaſt fur- 
ther Intimacy. 

In ſhort, Gentlemen, added Frank, my 
Wife laid our Diſunion ſo much to Hcart, 
that the Grief ſne ſuſtained on that Account, 
threw her into a Confumption, which in a- 


bout nen Months carried her off. This 
was 
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. — — > * => 


/ two Modern Adventurers. 1617 
W was a ſorer Trial to me, than ever I had yet 
felt; but I had = the beſt Uſe of her 
W tedious Illneſs that I could, by pouring in 
W {ome Thoufands into her Poſſeſſion, and 
W then, engaging her to make her Will as a 
= Widow, and to leave Mrs. W—t—rs Exe- 
W cutrix, with a ſmall Legacy, and Truſtee 
for the Benefit of her Children. e 
it was the hardeſt Card I had then to 
play, that ever had before preſented to me: 
W For though my very Soul was ſubject to 
the acuteſt Anguiſh, for the Loſs of my 
deareſt Wife; and though I now and then 
ſtole a private Moment, wherein I laviſned 
cout the Overflowing of a tormented Mind, 
in wailing for her Sake; yet, whenever 1 
vas before my new Wife, I was obliged to 
W 2 clean contrary Behaviour, favouring only. 
of Jocularity and Pleaſantry ; till by being 
for ſome Months confined to theſe Contra- 
neties in my Deportment, my Life grew ſo 
& burdenſome to me, that I was ſcarce able to 
E ſupport myſelf under them. © 
| My Abhorrence of my ſecond Marriage, 
| increaſed upon me daily, as F more and 
more lamented my firſt Wife; nor could 1 
book upon the latter in other Light, than as 

| the Murderer of my beloved Namy; but 

| fill, ſhe demeaning _ herſelf towards me with 
moſt ſingular Duty, Regard, and Affection, 
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common Gratitude reſtrained me, from the 
leaſt outward Demonſtration of my Ave. 
ſion to her. r e 

This Way of Life, however, laſted ng 
long: For my Nanny had not been dead mor 
than eight Months, before my Wife, in my 
Abſence one Day, hired. into her Service n 
Houſe- Maid, who had: lived with my Fs. 
ther, and to whom, you may imagine, that 
I myſelf could be noways a Stranger. Now, 
this Wench, tho' 1 had but little Occafion 
to converſe with her, had fo often ſeen me, 
en paſſant, as to be perfectly convinced! 
was her young Maſter, who had married 
Nanny K-, and was ſaid to be gone 
broad. & 1% | 

No ſooner was ſhe, therefore, a little fa 
miliar with her Fellow-ſervants, than my 


Story was entruſted to a Confident; who, | 


proud of obliging a third with it, and ſhe, 
a fourth, it ſoon crept round my Fam, 
with this Circumſtance, that my firſt Wife 


was ſtill alive; but removed from her late 


Habitation, much about the Time of my 
Marriage with their Lady. *TS {7A 
The Story having now ſtolen in 4 
mongſt my Wife's old Gentlewomen, the 
whiſpered it over amongſt themſelves, for 
ſome Days; till it grew ſo ripe, they could 
ting: 
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no longer contain it, without Vent, or Split- | 
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uo Modern Adventurers. 163 
Wing; ſo that, making their Election for the 
WW ormer, two of them together, accoſted my 
wife, with their Sorrow for what they had 
bleard; but that it being inconſiſtent with 
W their Duty to her, to ſecret it from her 
Knowledge; in order that ſhe might ſearch 
out the Truth of it, and, if true, ſecure her- 
elf; if otherwiſe, puniſh the Reporter. 
They added, that Jenny had reported, that 
W ſhe had formerly feed with her Maſter's 
Father, and alſo knew her Maſter perfect- 
h well; but wondered to find him her 
W Lady's Huſband, he having been feveral 
Tears married to a Farmer's Daughter 
in their Pariſh, whom ſhe very well knew, 
and had Children by him. That, about 
two Years before, his Wife giving out 
W that he was gone abroad, removed with 
ber Children, but no one knew whitherto 
C lhe went, e att - 
A Piſtol-ſhot, diſcharged into my Wife's 
Brain, could not more effectually have put 
ber Senſes to the Rout, than this Narrative 
Jef the old Ladies: For, ſurcharged with 
Amazement, ſhe only gave a Shriek, and 
| then down ſhe fell into a Swoon directly; 
| but this feminine Diſorder, being ſoon re- 
covered from, ſhe forthwith ſent for Jenny, 
and put her under Examination, for Diſco- 
very of the Truth. of her Relation; vow- 
„ | Itzs 
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164 The HISTORY 
ing, that if ſhe had any ways defamed he 


Maſter, ſhe would ſend her to the Houſe of 


Correction. . 
The Wench, wanted but little prompt. 
ing, in a Fact ſhe was perfectly Miſtreſs of; 
fo that, ſhe aſſured her Lady, ſhe would on. 
ly ſpeak to her own Knowledge, and, in. 
deed, was forry ſhe had mentioned any ſuch 


Thing, ſince it had given ſo much Of. 


fence. 


No, no, Child, ſaid her Lady ; provided 


your Tale be true, you have obliged me by. 


it; but, if not, take Care of yourſelf; for! 
ſhall think no Suffering, in ſuch Caſe too 
ſevere for you: Whereupon, my Wife and 
the two old Ladies ſeating themſelves, a 
Judges of the Facts to be delivered, en 


began her Story, of how ſhe firſt came to | 


the Knowledge of me, and Nanny ; the Dif- 
courſe of our Marriage; our living toge- 
ther; my having two Children by Nany, 


whom I always acknowledged as my Wife; 


the Circumſtances it was reported we were 
in; my ſudden Diſappearance ; my Wife's 
giving out that I was gone to ſettle abroad, 
and her own Departure ſoon after, with the 


Children; and, as a farther Confirmation of 


all that had preceeded, my Relations calt 


ing me off, as having brought a Diſgrace 


upon my Family, by marrying to ſo mean 


2 1/4) 
| PI 


4 r 
= * X EEO eos 5 2 8 =P * 


e XY, Pry 22 1 ; 


ny 


UE E T8 
JI” 


of two Modern Adventurers. 165 


n Perſon.” All this, ſhe ſaid, was moſt no- 

| rocioully known, not only in my own Pa- 
| rſh, but all about the Country. | 
She was then aſked, Whether my Wife 
vas not dead? To- ni ſhe replied, Not - 
W to her Knowledge; and then, Whether ſhe 
W was living at the Time of my laſt Marriage? 

W which was declared to her; to which ſhe 
W replied, That after the left my Father's Fa- 
W mily, ſhe next lived with Squire S- g- 
, whoſe Service ſhe left, ſhe well re- 

W membered, in the very Week that it was 
W fic reported, that my Wife and her Chil- 
W dren had left the Pariſh ; that, being very 
well acquainted with her, as ſhe was carry- 
ing her Bundle from her Place, and paſſing 
by my Door, ſhe ſaw it ſhut up, which was 
opon the twenty- third of March, two Years 
before, ſhe ſaid, of which ſhe was poſitive; 
and that my Wife was li ing the Beginning : 
of that Week, ſhe could aſſert, Now my 

© laſt Marriage happening i in the ſame Year, 
and above two Months before the Day 
© ſpoken to, the Ladies all concluded, that I 


9 8 9 888 . 
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lame Time; for which, one of the old 

Ladies ſaid, I might be hanged ; when my 

good Friend, the other replied, and ought 

ſo to be too; but my Wife was not yet ſo 

pard hearted, though it is not to be con- 
8 N ceived, 
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muſt hive had two Wives living at the 
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vourable to me. | 


a new Face throughout the whole F amih; 


ſtolen ſomething; however, I regarded i 


fore my Wife, who had received Notice d 
my Return, entering upon me; fo, M. 


Ride To- day, ſaid ſhe? I replied, a ven 
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ceived, that her Cogitations were moſt {; 


I had been taking my Morning Rid: 
whilſt this Court. martial had been held up 
me: For that was the chief Time, wheten 
I could indulge my Sorrows, without lt. 
terruption; but, upon my Return, I behel{ 


each one looked at me, as if one of us hat 


not much, but, as uſual, having left ny 
Boots below, I retired to my Room to die 
myſelf for Dinner. 

Long had TI not been houſed there, by 


Be, | preſume, you have had a fin: 
good one; but ſomewhat airy. Have you 


been to viſit your Wife To-day, ſaid he 
and your Children ? What means my Love: 


ſaid I, do I not ice you now? Ay, ay, ad f 
ſhe; but it is your Nanny I ſpeak of. t 
Baſe as I knew myſelf, I could not ſola WW i: 

ut on the Villain, as to deny the Know Wi 2 
edge of ſuch a Perſon ; but, as far as vit. t: 
out Detection I might go, I replied, tb u 
my Nanny, ſhe ſpoke of, was dead, and tat i fe 


long been ſo. Why ? ſaid I, did not yo 
know her? She was Farmer R -I 
95 Davgi- 
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baugbter. Why ? we were married, add- 
ed I, before you left our Neighbourhood, 
or very ſoon after; and were Man and 
Wife too, replied ſhe, after we were mar- 
| ried, or I am much miſtaken, So you muſt 
be, then ſaid I, for you cannot imagine 1 
| ſhould marry you whilſt ſhe was alive. 
Time muſt clear up that, ſaid ſhe, and ſhall 
too: For though I condeſcended to take 
you from the Dunghill; it was not that L 
| might have the Honour to be your Whore, 
I can aſſure you; and thereupon ſhe left 
me, without ſaying for my Reply. | 
I had Buſineſs enough in my Head now. 
for any one Man breathing, to invent how 
| I ſhould perſuade her, that Nanny was dead 
| before I married with her; which if I could 
| but once do, I valued little her Anger, 
| ſince I ſhould be ſure. to live in Plenty, all 
| my Life afterwards : So that, »ſeeming to 
take little Notice of what had paſſed, I an- 
| lwered the Call to Dinner, where I expected 
| to have met her again, and either there, or 
in Bed at Night, to have wrought her to 
| good Humour, and Credence ; but, after 
tarrying till Dinner was almoſt cold, and 
| upon her Refuſal to come down when I ſent 
for her, I perceived, I muſt dine with two 
| only of my old Women, the Remainder aſ- 
'ociating with my Wife above Stairs, 


. . ˙ Le ny nn niet — Ha; — and 


STR woes 


. ARES EE. <7 


„ 8-5, a ** „ 1 = 
mms A o oo - on hr re 
<< . * n E x60 
4 > _ n 
. » 7 , 


POR Ro 


XY .. * n. 92 1 1 ” . == * bs , Y . 1 * 4. 4.2 ” —_ * 
—— 1 AA * K* Shy” px r 1 K 2 oe N 
as of 3 te” , 4 _ 4. e 13 6 * 2 . 4s, 8 2 % 1 0 8 5 by] < 135% = * 

4 . ” r q Ne 5 n = S—— 9... 2 woah” - N » Sou < ws Nes 9 y 5 2 7 £ l = - 
- AS N 2 r 1 N e WN 0 - ** r 4 — 
” F EA F624 ; ARR, *. "SEW, 2 Dr J „ „ r S8 7 Ys 2 3 art, STEIN TR = 
oi RIS * bo 4 2 9 * R 2 D 1 "= 1 * 4 fl by 9 . 0 ry 7.4 ITN p 1 
4 . ” 8 5 - . "of 2 wo 5 8 9 9 —_ ee re” - 2 — 
2 8 N * * , 2 1 D ar n . bt 2 3 ra and 

. b C . oY 4 ns . 2 n 


** 2 
S 


* 1 = — 
g > * 4 = 2 
1 RY ä 4 
— * 8 * dc 
—— rr Sf re ag... - 
woo * 9 en 


* 
* 9 
OY — K Ae ED 
— ES — <A — 


163 The HISTORY 

I ſhewed no Manner of Token, howeve, 
of my Vexation; though it almoſt exceed. 
ed my Skill to conceal it; but I pleaſed 
myſelf, after Supper, that Bed-Time would 
ſoon come, when a more prevalent Occz- 


ſion would offer for Peace-making, than had 
hitherto been granted me, and I ſhould have 


her, detached from her old Harpies, who, [ 


doubted not, were Diſpenſers of Rebellion 
to her; but when I went into my Cham- 
ber, and had ordered my Maid to acquaint 
her Lady of my Readineſs for Bed ; ſhe 


replied, that her Lady had ordered the 


blue Room to be prepared for her, ſome 
Time before, and that ſhe was already in 
Bed, and had locked herſelf in. | 

This ſounded like a plain Declaration of 
War; but yet, I refrained myſelf from all 
Expreſſions of Paſſion at it. I went to Bed, 
Nept but ſo, ſo, and took my accuſtomed 
Ridein the Morning, with Reſolution, that, 


if ſhe choſe to avoid my Company, I would 
ſeem to be perfectly eafy about it, as the 


moſt probable Means of reducing the Haugi- 
tineſs of her Stomach : So that I never aſk'd 


after her in the Family all that Day, or the 


next; but, on the fourth Morning, as I was 
taking Horſe for my Ride, having not {cen 
Foſeph, who had lived with my Wife the 


longeſt of any of her Servants, as I could 
remember 
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remember for a Day or two paſt, - I aſked 
the Groom what was become of Foſeph - 
For that I wanted a Pair of Spurs he had 
Orders to lay by for me. | 
| The Fellow replied, that Jaſeph had been 
out theſe two Days, upon a Meſſage for his 
Lady. | . | 
J Piithee, whitherto is he gone, ſaid I, that 
he makes ſuch a Stay of it? He tald him, 
he ſaid, that he was going into the Weſt, _ 
ſomewhere, to Hilton, or ſome ſuch Name, 
[ had heard enough; ſo that, mounting 
my Horſe, I rode off; nor ever ſaw I my 
Wife, or any of her Family ſince: For, 
finding ſhe was determined to make all the 
| Diſcovery ſhe could of my Proceedings, and 
being but too ſenſible that my Conviction 
| muſt of Courſe ſucceed to the Return of 
Jeſepb; for that not a Child in the Town, 
but could aſcertain my Marriage to him, 
| and the Pariſh-Regilter fix it to a Day cer- 
| tain; I reſolved to move off the Premiſes, 
and never more to return to her. 
What grieved me the moſt of any Thing 


Money to have taken off with me ; but it 
| Was too late to repine at that: For though 
| might have had what Cath I pleaſed upon 
a Word ſpeaking, whilſt my Wife was in 
good Humour; yet I, intruſting her with 
. 1 the 


| was, that | had not made up a Parcel of ä 
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the Cuſtody of it, could not fo well pr. 
miſe myſelf that, ſince the Rupture he. 
tween us; nor would I give her the Pl. 
ſure of denying me: So that, riding on fer 
all that Day, and Part of ſome others thi 
ſucceeded it, I found myſelf, at length, in 
the City of Norwich, when I judged myſelf 
paſt all Hue and Cry. | 
Having now no other Means to ſuppor 
myſelf, (tor I had not above three Pounds 
in my Pocket when I went off) I reſolved 
upon going to Service: So that, firſt {|]. 
ing my Horſe, to prevent the Expence df 
his keeping, and to anſwer the Charge of 
my own, I got into low Company, aſloc: 
ating myſelf with Servants, to reduce my. 
ſelf, by Degrees, to their Ways of Life; 
from one of theſe it was that I purchaſed 
a Caſt-Livery, in which I ſoon after clothed 
. myſelf, fold my own Clothes, and began 
to ſeek out for a Place. 

My only Difficulty was, a Characden 
which I knew not how to obtain ; til 
after ſome Intimacy with a Coachman 
of a good Family, he told me, that he 
Maſter's Man was about leaving him, and 
wiſhed me to try for his Place. I then told 

him, how glad I ſhould be of reſiding iN 
the ſame Houſe with him ; but as few Gen 
tlemen would take a Servant without pro 


F 


EET 
S BD X 2 2 


of two Modern Adventurers, 174 
per Recommendation, I was at a Loſs how 
to procure any ſuch Teſtimonials, as might 
be ſatisfactory to his Maſter. Can. you 

ſhave, and curl a Wig ? ſaid he. Lanſwer- 
ed in the affirmative, (for theſe meer Ne- 
ceſſity, had heretofore put me upon, and I 
| had ever ſince retained) then, added he, 
there is nothing of Art in my Maſter's Ser- 
vice, but what any Man with his Wits a- 
bout him, and his Limbs at Liberty may 
perform; and that you may not ſuffer for 
Want of a. Character, as I believe you 4 
worthy Fellow, Ul! tell my Maſter you are 
my Countryman, and paſs my Word for 
your Honeſty and Sobriety, which will an- 
ſwer to the beſt of written Characters: For 
1 have lived in my Matter, s Family theſe 
twenty Lear s. 
In ſhort, I offered myſelf as a Friend of 
Sam's, and was u. and now I fell to 
my new Employment, at the Rate of eight 
Pounds a-Year, beſides Vails, which, I be- 
lieve, Gentlemen, added he, you will i ima- 
gine to be a conſiderable Fall from Eight 
thouſand. 

Not to be over. tedious added he, I lived 
but one Year in the Family : For my young 
Lady, my Maſter's Daughter, it was ſaid, 
had fallen in Love with me, and her Mam- 
ma, I was told, had caught her writing a 


> 2 Letter 
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Letter to me, of her Affection for me; but 
this I have only upon Hearſay: For no- 
thing, in the Strain of Love, had ever paſ. 
ſed between us, ſave that ſhe ever proved 
more peculiarly good-humoured to me, 
than to the reſt of the Servants, and always 
oe me Ne. frat. 

From thence, under ample Recommen- 
dation, I was taken into the Family you, 
Gentlemen, had me from, ſaid Fray}, 
where, ſtaying for about twenty Months, 
my Maſter died; when my Lady, diſbur- 
dening her Family of ſuch of the Servants 
as would be uſeleſs to her, I, amongſt the 
reſt, was diſcharged, and from thence im- 


mediately taken into your Service. 

Both Sharp and I thanked him for the 

Entertainment his Story had proved to us; 

but it was not our Buſineſs to ſet him above 

our Service, which ſtifled thoſe Compli- 

rn we might have paid to another Re- 
tor. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


"tv Scent of a young Heireſs at Scarborough; "FF 
but of two know not which is be. E rank 
undertakes to aſſiſt. His Diſcourſe with 
Draper of Miſs. Diſcovers the Secret. 
Quit Scarborough. Arrive at Bath. Se- 
left two Ladies to make Love to. Picguet 
decides which ſhall have his Choice. Dra- 
per takes Miſs Gatewell ; Sharp Mz iſs 
Weſtborn. Draper's Suit comes: , 
Thinks himſelf ſure of her. She vaniſhes. 
His Soliloguy, and Diſtreſs. SIT LEES 
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HILST. we were waiting at Scar- 
borough, and juft before we had pur- 
poſed to leave it, came a very gay Equipage 
into the Town; nor could any one inform 
us further, than that it belonged to a young 
Lady from London; but who, or. what, or 
whether Maid, Wife, or Widow, not one 
of us could er for. 
Her Arrival deferred our Journey, how- 
ever, till we could learn who and who was 
together. We had ſet Frank upon the En- 
quiry among her Servants, and been as di- 
ligent as poſſible ourſelves too; but ſuch 
various Reports flew about, as rather con- 
funded, chan informed us. 


13 There 
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There were two of them, very young La. 
dies, that always accompanied each other to 
every publick Place; nor was it diſtinguiſh. 
able, by either their Dreſs, or Behaviour to 
each other, which was the top Lady of the 
two; but yet, Rumour ſpread it about, that 
a vaſt rich Heireſs was there, though no one 
could denominate her Perſon. 
Frank, though not wanting in Artifice, 
could gain us no more Intelligence, than 
that the ady's Name was H—h—:; but 
which of the Ladies was ſo called, he could 
not diſcover to us. | ; 
There were ſeveral young Gentlemen at 
that Time at the Wells, and ſome of them 
of known Reputation and Fortune, who all 
had an Eye to this wealthy Heireſs ; nay, 
had their Beauties only been Jaid in the 
Scales, it would have been difficult to have 
ſaid which had preponderated ; but, as to 
that, every one was ſilent, by Choice, till 
he ſhould have diſcovered the Heireſs, with 
a pre-engaged Determination in her Favour, 
whenever he ſhould be able to point her out. 
Not a Man who danced, or. gamed with 
either of them, but conceived her to be the 
deſirable Lady; and though he durſt not 
proceed to explain his Sentiments, leſt, at 
| Goth. he ſhould find himſelf miſtaken; 


yet, he failed not of thoſe Compliments 
1 | tha 
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W that might ſet him fair in her Favour, if 


ſhe ſhould prove the important She. | 
We had now both determined upon Court- 


| ſhip; but which of us ſhould attack the 
| Heireſs, was the Queſtion, when we ſhould 
| have reduced her to a Certainty: For that, 
no leſs depending upon who thould carry 
| her, than that the other was to become his 
E Penfioner, it occaſioned no little Debate be- 
| tween us, Who ſhould firſt arrive at that 
| Happineſs ; till at laſt, neither abſolutely 
declining her, we played by Conſent, a 


ſingle Game at Picquet for that Honour, 
and the Winner was to addreſs the Lady. 
Fortune now declaring for me, all Man- 


| ner of Aid and Aſſiſtance, was to be contri- 
| buted to my Succeſs in the Affair, by Sharp, 


in Purſuance of a prior Agreement between 


vs, for that Purpoſe; and whilit we were 
| framing Articles for our future Conduct, in- 


ſtead of referring our Caſe to Arbitration, 


| we agreed in every future Debate, to be 
determined by a Rubbers at the ſame Game. 


We had given Frank fo many Inſtructi- 


ons, and fent him upon ſo many Meſſages, 
all relative to the Diſcovery of this wealthy 


Lady, without gaining the leaſt Certainty 


| 35 to her Identity, as gave Frank a ſtron 
| Suſpicion of what we would be at: So that 


the yery next Time we gave him Orders to 
this Purpoſe, he told us plainly, that he 
I 4 believed 
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believed he could form a near Gueſs at oy 
Buſineſs with the Lady, and if we had ei. 
ther of us an Inclination for Wedlock with 
her, he had one Means yet left, wherety 
he might poſſibly aſſiſt us. ä 
We clofed with him immediately; 20 
fured him of our Gratitude for the Service, 
and I declared my Intent for addreſſing he, 
fo ſoon as I could be informed which of the 
two Ladies was the real Heireſs : For tho 
I made no Doubt but that the other wes x 
Lady of no mean Eſtimation ; yet, whillt 
J held myſelf diſengaged from either, it 
could be no impolitick Step, to make my 
Election for the weightieſt; ſo I defired him 
to fate to me, the Method he propoſed to 
gain His Intelligence by, that I might be 
in ſome Meaſure, a judge of its Feaſability. 
I have, replied Frank, in the Courſe of 
my Endeavours after Satisfaction in this Af. 
fair already, many Times conſorted witt 
the Ladies Footman, and ſometimes been 
in Company with one of the Maid-ſervants, 
who has been with them, and eſpecially lat 
Night, after the Men were diſperſed on 
their Ladies Buſineſs, I held a full hal 
Hour's Diſcourſe with her, ſhe being fat 
from an unconverſable Girl, I can aſſute 
you, Sir. Dey : 
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Now, what I would proſecute for your 
n added Frank, is this. I would 
make a Viſit on Purpoſe to this Damſel, as 
a Suitor, make her ſome pretty Propoſals, 


and tell her, that, as ſne already poſſeſſes ; 


my Heart, I am come to offer her my Hand 
in Wedlock. Why, ſaid Sharp, you would 
not pretend to marry. her, would you? 
Why not, Sir, ſaid Frank, to ſerve my 
Maſter? If it proves but a Pretence, fo it 
anſwers his Purpoſe. where is the Harm of 
it? If ſhe takes the Bait, my End will be 
obtained, ſhe will tell me any Thing, you 
need not fear, when once we are upon the 
Story of Matrimony. 

I muſt confeſs, I thought Frank asd 


+ from Judgment, and, having told him ſo, 


encouraged him to proceed ; but he had 
one Thing ſtill to demand of me, he ſaid, 


which was, that I would give him Leave, 


| as Occaſion ſhould happen for my Service, 
to ſay what might beſt anſwer his Purpaſe, 
as from me, without being offended, ſhould 
| hear of it again. 

Frank, replied I, whatyou demand, Gould 
| | be accorded by me to very few Perſons, 1 
can promiſe you; but a Knowledge of your 
Genius and Capacity, have placed you 10 


my View in a far different Light from a 
common Servant; nor, indeed, regard 1 
„ you 
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198 Te HISTORY | 
you as ſuch : For which Reaſon, I agree to 
your Requeſt, and muſt refer myſelf to 
your Honour and Fidelity, not to make 
_ Uſe of my Name to my Prejudice. * 
Frank paid his Viſits very thick, one upon 
the Heels of another: For Lovers may be 
allowed that Impatience, which would not 
be ſo readily admitted in other Callings ; 
and as frequently extolled the Good Nature 
of the Girl, for permitting him to gain 
Ground, as faſt as reaſonable; till at length | 
he told me, he could point out to me the 
} Lady to whom Rumour had aſcribed ſuch 
= yaſt Poſſeſſions. And more than Rumour 
* foo Frank, ſaid I, or ſhe is no Wife for 
me, Boy; but, prithee, added I, What 
1 \ haſt heard of her, and which of the two is 
the Fortune? 
As to that, Sir, replied Frank, it is equal 
ly to be made by both of them. What 
does the Fellow mean by that? Said I: One 
of them is Miſs #—+—!, the Daughter 
and Heirefs of a rich deceafed Merchant in 
London, and is but lately arrived at Age; this 
is moſt certain, it being in every one's Mouth 
at the publick Wells; all that I want is, to 
know which of the two is Miſs F—b—-. | 
wanted thee not to enquire into her Fortune. 
I thought it beſt Sir, ſaid Frank, when! 
was about it, to taake myſelf _ 
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both. Very well, faid I, then which of 
them is Miſs }—h— 2 Neither of them, 
| 2s yet, Sir, ſaid Frank; nor can they ſud- 
| denly ſay which is to be. 
Prithee, have done with thy Imperti- 
nence, ſaid I ; and anſwer me to my et 
tion directly? As I live, Sir, ſaid Frank, I 
can give you no better Information, tho, 


| their own Hearts, in my Judgment, cannot, 


falſify my Intelligence. OR 
Let me then know, as conciſely as poſ- 
| ſible, all that you have heard of the Ladies, 
| ind Lc | F422 
Sir, ſaid Frank, J viſited Mrs. Olivia, 
for that I find to be the Lady's Maid's 
| Name) for three or four Nights running, 
inſiſting, that, my Abſence from her Com- 


pany, ſubjected me to the ſevereſt Tortures, 


and that my Heart was ſo ſubdued by her 
Charms, that if ſhe yielded not to crown 


| my Hopes, by engaging to marry me, I \ 


was a dead Man. | 
When Buſineſs is in ſuch urgent Haſte, 
| you know, Sir, ſaid he to me, it requires 


* 


the more immediate Diſpatch. This, my 


Charmer perceiving to be the Caſe, pro- 


| miſed Marriage at my third Viſit, and, be- 
fore we parted that Evening, appointed a 
| Meeting with me as laſt Night, when her 
Ladies would be out very late at the * 
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At our Meeting, ſaid Frank, having co. 
. cluded upon the grand Article, that of oy 
Marriage, I told her, that I had one of the 
beſt Gentlemen in the World, for my Mz 
ſter, and that ſo generous had you been u 
me, for my faithful Services, that you hat 
engaged to keep me as long as I lived, un. 
leſs you ſhould die firſt, and then, to ſeth 
2 very handſome Maintenance upon me. 
What a Pox could be in your Head, 
Frank, ſaid I, for running on with ſuch a 
rhodomontade Story, and that, to the De- 
ſtruction of your own Hopes in her? For 
what Benefit could ſhe expect from Matti. 
mony, if you was always to live with me! 
Nor doubt 1, but ſhe demanded of you that 
very Queſtion. 
If you would pleaſe but to be patient, 
Sir, ſaid Frank, you ſhould hear the Whole, 
by Degrees. I ſay, Sir, added Frank, I told 
her you would do ſo and ſo for me, in cale 
I ſhould not marry ; but if I ſhould jon 
myſelf to a good ſaber Woman, as I took 
her to be, and according to your Taſte, you 
would then take her alſo into your Service, 
as Houſekeeper, or whatever other Place 
ſhe might approve ; whereby, I told her, 
we might live like Princes; adding, that | 
could wiſh it was in our Power to procure 
one of her young Ladies to marry row 
| al 
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and then, my Dear, ſaid I, kiſſing her, we 
ſhould all be, as it were, at home, and of 


| a Family ill ; ; nay, my Love, ſaid I, if we 


could get my Maſter to ſuch a Wife as your 
Lady, what would he not think himſelf W 
obliged to do further for us ? 8 
| | Huſh! faid ſhe, (judging that the Plea- WW 
ſure I took in the Thought, had raiſed my 
Voice too high) ſay no more of the Mat- 
ter; that would undo us both for ever, and, 
inſtead of your Maſter's lovingly entertain- 
ing us both, he would kick us both out of 
bis Doors. Don't you know, that all is not 
Gold that glitiers, my Dear? faid ſhe. True, 
replied I; but if Miſs is ſo great a Fortune 
as they talk of, would not ſo much * 
pleaſe him, think you? ſaid J. 
| My two young Ladies, Child, ſaid ſhe, 
to ſpeak freely between you and me, where 
it will go no further, have but borrowed 
tie Name of H—hb—;, to be uſed as Oc- 
caſion may ſerve; for that, whichever of 
them picks up a rich Huſband in this Tour, 
is to paſs ever after by her own Name, and 
the other is to be Mifs Het: For which 
Reaſon, we, their Servants, are not to diſ- 
cover which is Miſs H—b—<; that ſhe 
who is not ſo happy as to get the Huſband, 
may take the Name. Now, the firſt Man, 
marrying one 'of them as Miſs 2 


will 
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will find himſelf deceived, without imagit- 
ing himſelf · to be impoſed upon; for which- 
ever of them the Men ſhall take for Mi; 
H., they preſume, will be carried off 
without further Ceremony, or Enquiry into 
Niceties, when there is ſuch a noble For. 
tune in the Caſe. | j- 1. | 
I told her, I would not for the World 
you ſhould be the Perſon ſo deceived ; then 
begging her to conſider againſt my next 
Viſit, what Day ſhe would appoint for our 
Nuptials, I took my Leave. Now, Sir, 
ſaid Frank, if you have any Thing further 
to ſay to theſe two, no Ladies, I am ready 
to obey you accordingly. I told him, that 
would require further Conſideration, and it 
J had, he ſhould hear from me. 
Sharp, now, returning from a Walk, | 
acquainted him with the Information Front 
had given me, and how he had obtained it; 
when, after a few Moments Conſideration, 
he aſked me, Whether I gave Credit to it? 
I replied, that I had no Reaſon to the con- 
trary. Then, ſaid Sharp, we having no fur- 
ther Buſineſs at this expenſive Place, let us 
take Horſe for ſome other, and leave them 
to ſome other Cullies. e 
This I eſteeming no impolitick Advice, 
readily came into: So that, ordering Frant 
do prepare againſt Morning, we then en 
= | 1s 
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Flight with the firſt Dawn, Southward, 


having Time enough upon our Hands for 


Conſideration, where we ſhould next pitch 

our Tents moſt commodiouſly. . 
The Charge of three Horſes and Men, 

eat daily into our Caſh like a Canker, till 
we dreaded its total Confumption, unleſs 
| Ammunition, | 
We were not long deciding the Queſtion: 
| for Bath, its Seaſon then favouring us; and 
| here again we arrived, as young Gentlemen 


ve could ſpring ſome Game, worthy our 


of Fortune, travelling for Information, and 
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We attended the Baths, the Pump-Room, 
the Long- Rooms, gamed for Trifles, and, 
in ſhort, were to be ſeerr at every polite Aſ- 
ſembly; till, at length, we had concluded 
upon two of the moſt proper young Ladies, 


as we were informed, in the whole Circle, 
tor our preſent Purpoſe; one of whom was 


Miſtreſs both of her own Perſon and For- 
tune, and the other was alſo a Lady of great 


Worth, a Weſt-Indian, educated in England, 


and was then under the Inſpection of an old 
Aunt, who accompanied her thither. . 
| Miſs Gatewell, as I ſhall call her, was 

eſteemed rich; but Miſs Weftborn, was a 


Lady of Jamaica, which, as ſhe was ſaid to 


be an only Child, filled our Ideas fo full of 
Rr : Slaves, 
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Slaves, and Plantations, as to overbear, by 
far, all Reflections of pecuniary Wealth, in 
our Eſtimations : For we dreamed of Prin. 
Cipalities, at. leaſt, upon Information that 
her Father was one of the Council, and 
chief Planter amongſt thoſe Iſlanders : 80 
that though we had already ingroſſed them 
both for our own Purpoſes, which of us 
ſhould addreſs to the Foreigner, was the 
grand Queſtion : For, notwithſtanding the 
good Harmony that ever ſubſiſted between 
us, at other Times, the leaſt Scent of a ſu- 
perior Miſtreſs, filled us with Jealouſy for 
each others good Fortune: So that after 
ſeveral Inducements alledged, on either 
Side, for the other to make his Election to 
Miſs Gatewell; the extraneous Charms of 
Miſs Weſtborn proved ſo prevailing, as to 
drive us to our final Award, a Game at 
Picquet, as the Compoſer of all our Contro- 
verſies; and here, the Deciſion appearing 
on Sharp's Side, we ſtraitways fell loving) 
into the Aſſiſtance of each other in the At 
tainment of our ſeveral Ladies. 

I had, ina ſhort Time, advanced with my 
Approaches ſo effectually to Miſs Gatewell, as 
to have once or twice danced with her, and 
had as often drank Tea at her Lodgings; til 
now, we were perfectly acquained, and where- 


ever we met, failed not of chatting with 8 
| Other, 
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other, till, by the more than ordinary Com- 
aiſance of my Behaviour to her, I was aſ- 
ſared the beheld in me a Suitor. 
I was loath to ſtrike the bold Stroke of 
demanding her in Wedlock, till the many 
| Expreſſions of her Favour to me, which ac- 
cumulated daily, might have left her with- 
out Senſe of Refuſal to my Suit: For which 
Keaſon I furniſhed her daily, with freſh Oc- 
caſions of Attachment to me; nor ſcrupled 
I the Expence, which would be repaid with 
ſuch a Premium, as I had every Reaſon to 
expect ſhe would introduce me to: For our 
Familiarity was arrived to the Height of. 
writing to each other, upon ſeveral Occa- 
lions, of Parties at Diverſions, and ſuch like, 
whereat | was ſure to make one with her ; 
till ſhe herſelf had even ftiled me her Cham- 
pion ; by which Name, I even prided my- 
ſelf to be entitled amongſt her Companions, 
| The Occaſion was this; ſhe, and ſome of 
her young Acquaintance, had agreed upon 
a Tour to Briſtol, there being three of them 
to go in her Coach, and one of them expreſ- 
ſing ſome Fear of Moleſtation in their Re- 
turn, as it would be late in the Evening 
| firſt; Miſs replied, that, as there would be 
2 ſpare Corner in her Coach, if they plea- 
led, ſhe would fill it with her Champion, 
: 1g 
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in whoſe Company, ſhe would engage fo; 


their Safety, 
In ſhort, after what had already paſſe 


between us, I began to be ſure of my Prize: 
For which Reaſon, after a moſt peculiar 


Intimacy for full two Months, meeting, 
with what I eſteemed as fair an Opporu- 
nity as could be offered me; one Afternoon 
as | was drinking Tea with her, I declared 


how infinitely I was obliged to her, for the 


Delight I had enjoyed in her Converſation, 
for the two laſt Months; but unleſs ſhe 
would farther contribute to my Happineſs, 
by enlarging the Term to my Life's End, 
my Infelicity, would but oppreſs me with 
fo much the more Violence, by how much 
TI had been the nearer to the bleſſed Hope 
of continuing it till my lateſt Breath. 
then urged her, to reject all the Scruples 
of her Sex, and to admir me to thoſe Rap- 


| tures, that her favourable Sentence, only, 
would convey to my Senſes, and under 


which, only, ſhe would be defirable to me. 
I could perceive her to renden at my 
Speech, which I took for a happy Omen, 
and was proceeding to ſome Endearments, 
which I ſcarce could believe but ſhe expect. 
ed from me; when, riſing haſtily, and leav- 
ing the Room, this, ſaid ſhe; is what I had 
little Expectation of, and muttered _ 
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thing farther to /herſelf, but was ſoon paſt 


my hearing of it. 


I waited a While for the Lady's Return, 
| imagining, that after ſhe bad ſome what 
cooled herſelf by Reflection, I ſhould ſee 


her again; but, inſtead of Miſs, (after about 


Half an Hour's Lecture, that I had read to 
my own Condemnation@for being ſo for- 


ward, as to puſh for Favours ſhe might not 


| yet be ripe for granting) comes her Man, 
| to jet me know, that his Lady was engaged 
for the Afternoon. 
This I took, as undoubtedly it was meant, 
for a Requeſt of my Abſence, and accord- 


ingly, taking my Hat, I retired; but with 


an Heart as full of Throbbing, as had his 
Meſſage been the Sentence of my Decapi- 
tation. 
I made a Shift, however, to ſteer myſelf 


ſafe to my Lodgings, where, locking my 
Chamber-Door, and caſting "myſelf back- 


| wards into a vaſt old Elbow-Chair by the 
Firelide, I began to reflect upon my paſt 


Day's Work, and what a fine End I had 


made of my or 


Blockbead ſaid I, that I was, after ſo 
ſort a Standing as our Acquaintance has 
been of, to attempt Familiarities (Indecen- 
cies, unqueſtionably, as a Woman of her 


nice a ſtiles them) with a Lady of her 


Rank, 
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| Rank, and Fortune in Life! What could] 
conceive, fave what has happened, to he 
the End of them! My Hand upon her na. 
ked Boſom! Matchleſs Audacity! Nay, 
Stupidity rather in me, to think of hand. 
ling her, with as little Reſerve, as a Butche 
a Sheep, before his Purchale Beſides 
ſaid I, ſhould noyghave conſidered her St; 
tion, and have made my Approaches cau- 
tiouſly, and always under Doubt of he: 
Diſpleaſure? Such Conduct, would have 
given Exerciſe to her Compaſſion, that 
Jewel of her Sex, and have compelled het 
to Acquieſcence with my Suit, in Avoid. 
ance of my continual Anguiſh. 
But what, if ſhe already relents towards 
me ? And though Modeſty might claim the 
exhibiting a few Clouds upon her Bros, 
and the Reſentment ſhe was obliged to 
ſhow me; yet having ſo done, ſhe can ne- 
ver be inexorable; but may equally crane 
my Society again by this Time, as I my 
ſelf do her's. | 
The Method that ſhe took, ſaid I, is 
obtaining my Abſence by, ſhews tit 
Height of good Breeding, at leaſt, if nt 
of Affection too: For what milder Meſlage 
could J have received, than that ſhe ws 
engaged for the Afternoon? Engaged 
So that it might be Company, that - 
pie 
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prevented her Return to me, for the Af- 
ternoon; as who ſhould ſay, the Time of 
our Abſence, I have limited to this E ven- 
ing; but hope we ſhall meet again To- mor- 
row. 5 x | E 
Under this Interpretation, I conſoled 
myſelf til] the next Morning; when I dreſt 
s engagingly as» poſſilp, in order, that 
ſhould her Diſpleaſure continue, for the 
Unpoliteneſs of my Conduct the Jaſt Night, 
the bare Sight of me might, incontinently, 
(diffipate it; but though I walked over the 
Ground for ſome Hours, even till the Com- 
pany was all diſperſed, and J could ſcarce 
reach my Lodging through Fatigue ; yet 
not the leaſt enlivening Glance of the La- 
dy.could I procure there ; nor durſt 1 en- 
W quire for her, leſt it might have given Oc- 
caſion for her denying herſelf to me. | 
| I faid nothing all this While to Sharp, 
leſt | ſhould have ſuffered under his Sen- 
[tence for my Folly ; nor could I ſwallow 
the leaſt Mouthful of Dinner that Day; 
but my Pretence for it was, an Heavineſs I 
felt at my Stomach, for which I had ever 
found taſting the ſpeedieſt Kemedy ; tho), 
in Truth, my Perplexities ſat ſo galling 
wi "pon me, as to have rendered my Food 
taſteleſs to me; for tho? I made little Diffi- 
ulty of believing I ſhould: ſoon be received 
> ä 
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into her good Graces again; yet, I feared, 
that my Overnight's Misbehaviour, wou! 
ſet all Freedom between us, for ſome Ting, 
at a remoter Diſtance than before. | 
Il went therefore to the Aſſembly-Roon 
in the Evening, with a Certainty of find 
ing Miſs there, being what I had nere 
once known hep; to abſent herſelf fron; 
but, to my immenſe Mortification, not 
Soul there had ſeen her all Day. 

What was I now at leave to conjectur, 
but that either mine, or her own late Cor 
duct, had ſtuck ſo cloſe to her Mind, 28 . 
have occaſioned her ſome Diſorder, which 
had confined her to her Apartment; and 
this J was reſolved to he informed of, e- 

ther by myſelf, or Frank, the next Mom 
ing. 

To trace out by Sketches, the infinit 
Suggeſtions that my Imagination aboundel 
with, for the Whole of the enſuing Night 
wherein I never once ſo much as cloſed nj 
Eyelids to Reſt, would prove as burden 
_ ſome to my Reader, as they were painful 
to myſelf, in the Operation: So that I ſhal 
only add, the Scuffle I had with myſelf i. 
the Morning, whether Frank, or I, ſboull 
be the Rearer of my Compliments to Mi 
upon inquiring after her Health. This, 4 
tength, falling to my own Lot, I repair 


% 
FF © & X <8 
— — — — — : 


of tuo Modern Adventurers, 191 


to the Walks again, in Hopes of ſeeing her 
there; but, being diſappointed, my next 
Advance was to her Lodgings; where, aſk- 
ing for Miſs GatewelPs Woman, that l might 
have delivered my Errand to her, I was in- 
formed, that the Lady had left Bath early 
| on the preceding Morning; nor could the 
Miſtreſs of the Lodgingghouſe anſwer to my 
further Demand, to what Part of the King- 
dom ſhe had retired, or where was her ſet- 
tied Reſidence. 
I may ſay, very ſafely, though many had 
| been the croſs Accidents that I had ſuffered 
| under, that I never was truly ſenſible of the 
| Force of a Diſappointment, till the Inſtant 
am now ſpeaking of; nor had Death pre- 
ſented itſelf to me, in its moſt hideous and 
affrighting Shapes, would I have wagged a 
a Limb to have avoided it. A Scene of 6: 
Horror ſeized upon my Intellects, and my 
| hole Compoſition was 2 Maſs ef Confſu-. 
| fon, I was too reſtleſs in my Mind to bear 
Company or Converſation ; So that, ſneak- 
ing up to my Chamber, I undreſſed myſelf, 
and threw myſelf into my Bed, from whence 
| I hoped never to riſe more, and there give 
Vent to my Sorrow, by tacit Lamen — 
wa CP 
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09 90 201A" P. IF. ; 
Sharp wants Mij5 Weſtborn in private. Ha 

a vipilant Aunt, Would draw Frank int 
à @ Scheme. He parries it off. Approve 
by the Parties. Executed. Gains tbe Et 
of the Fair. Is the old Lady's Favourite, 


| HI1LST I had been thus fooling 
away my Time with Miſs Gatewel, 
| Sharp had ſo wrought himſelf into Miſs if 
born's Affections, that little more was want. 
ing to the Completion of his Enterprize, 
than a fair Opportunity for an Ecclairciſſe- 
ment between them, which had hitherto 
been rendered altogether impracticable, thro 
the vigilant Eye, that her old Aunt watched 
all her Motions with: For being herſelt a 
Maiden Lady ſtill, her Brain was replete 
with the Tricks of her own youthful Days, 
and ſhe was ſo well apprized of the Lovers 
Artifices, as to be perfectly upon her Guard 
againſt them; inſomuch, that not one of 
their Appointments for a private Meeting, 
had ever proved ſucceſsful; nor had Sz? 
ever yet been ſo happy as to have drank 
Tea with the young Lady, or been admit 
ted to further Conference with her, than al 
Hint or ſo, whilſt her Partner in the pub- 
lick Rooms. 5 
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of tuo Modern Adventurers. 193 
Sharp had racked his Brains almoſt to 
| ſplitting, for a Means to remedy this Evil, 
W vichout hitting on the leaſt plauſible Expe- 
dient; till at length, having obſerved that 
the old Lady, and Miſs never failed every 
| Morning, to take a Whirl in their Coach 
| upon Lanſdown, or ſome of the other Hills 
there; he reſolved to put ſuch a Trick 
upon the old wary Lady, as, by her own 
| Conſent, ſhould open her Doors to him. 
| With this View, Sharp taking Frank a- 
fide one Morning, Frank; ſaid he, I have 
| obſerved thee to be a Fellow of a ſcheming 
Head, and capable of going through with 
an Undertaking of Conſequence : Such an 
| one I have now to employ you upon; 
which if you will but exert yourſelf in with 
| Effet, for my Service, beſides the Obliga- 
tion it will lay upon me, to ſerve you in 
any future Capacity, I will not fail, if we 
ſucceed, of prefenting you very handſomely. 
Frank took it for an Affair of Love, that 
being, for the moſt Part, the Article young 
Heads are the deepeſt engaged in; and 
therefore he replied to his Maſter, that he 
might command him in every Thing in his 


Power to perform. is 


| Frank, ſaid Sharp, I am in Loye. SoI 
expected, Sir, ſaid Frank. And, added 
Warp, my Miſtreſs favours my Views. 
T Sood 
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Good again, ſaid Frank. But, added Sharp, 
the has an old Maiden Aunt. The very 
Bane of all youthful Deſires, ſaid Fra. 
Right, ſaid Sharp ; nor will this old Wo 
man admit either me, or even the Shape 
of a Pair of Breeches, to penetrate within 
her Dwelling. I readily believe it, Sir, 
ſaid Frank. \ A: 5s 
Now, Frank, added Sharp, I want ſuch 
an Errand, inviting me to the young Lady's 
Lodgings, as this old Vermin ſhall not be 
able to oppoſe. That will be doing Buſi- 
neſs, indeed, Sir, ſaid Frank; if you can 
but contrive any ſuch. Let me alone for 
that, ſaid his Maſter, if you ſtand bur ſtaunch 
to my Intereſt. As how? Sir, ſaid Frank. 
Sharp then told him, that the Lady and 
her Aunt going every Morning to air them- | 
_ ſelves, upon ſome of the neighbouring Hills; 
if he would but equip as an Highwayman, 
and furiouſly attack the Coach, whilſt him- 
ſelf ſhould be within Diſtance to relieve it, 
and would fly from the Ladies upon his 
Approach, the old Lady, after ſuch a ſignal 
Piece of Service, could never oppoſe hs 
perſonal Attendance, the next Day, upon 
her Niece, to enquire how ſhe fared after 
her Fright; when, having, once made his 
Entrance, he doubted not gaining oh " 
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Lady's Eſteem ſo far, as to be admitted to 
further Intercourſe with them, 
Frank, pauſing a While 1 have Cartle- 
what conſidered this Affair, Sir, ſaid he, 
and would go as far as any Man to ſerve 
you; but, I own, it would grieve me to go 
to the Gallows with that View.—I am to 
commit a Robbery upon the Highway, add- 
ed he; you are to relieve the Ladies; MW 
they ſend Hue and Cry after me I am ü 
apprehended, lie in Goal till next Aſſtzes, 
and then am hanged, that your Miſtreſs 
may open her a Door to you, Sir. I pro- 
feſs myſelf, continued Frank, to have ever 
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| been an utter Enemy to hanging; or, had 
I been that Way inclined, 1 have had Oc- - 

| caſions enough to have drawn me into the Mi 

ö r 

„ Sharp beginning to wah, leſt his them: 

| ject ſhould, prove wholly-abortive : Frank, 

laid he, you ſpeak of it as a neceſſary Con- 

„ {equence, that, becauſe you happen juſt to 

. ſtop theſe Ladies Coach for me, therefore 

| you muſt neceſſarily be hanged for it; but 

8 the Affair appears in quite a different Light 

n to me. We ſhall do it when Nobody is 

1 within Sight; and, for your further Satif- 

8 faction, the young Lady ſhall be apprized 

Fl of whac ſhe is to expect, and ſo ſhall pre- 


vent an Hue and Cry: For that, ſhould 
K 2 1 
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che Robber be taken, ſhe ſhould never en. 


joy another eaſy Moment whilſt ſhe lives. 
Will that ſatisfy you? ſaid Sharp. 

Sir, ſaid Frant, put me but into any 
Way of being ſafe myſelf, and you ſhall 
find me all Obedience ; but tho? this may, 
in Speculation, ſeem a Trifle to you; yet 
1 muſt profeſs, that few Things would be 
more hateful to me, than the practical Part 
of hanging. 

. Sharp then engaging to order Matters ſo, 
as that there ſhould be no Fear of Miſchief 


to befall him, Frank told him, he would in 


ſuch Caſe undertake the Job; whereupon, 
Sharp wrote the following Letter for Miſs, 
which he reſolved to deliver to her that 


very Night, if poſſible. 
Mr. Jour Saas, 
2. Mi Ul üer ov 


MN N Lady, 1 


IE many Expreſſions of your Favour 
1 to my Wir, will for, ever retain me 
your Debtor ; but, alas! whilſt I am con- 
fined from pouring forth my very Soul into 
your Boſom, ſave on 7 by ſuch Starts, as 
.can iſſue forth in half Words, and broken 


Sentences, in publick, with your Guardian 
=: 


old Lady are airing yourſelves, to ſurprize 


man, at a Time when I may be near enough 
to appear to your Aſſiſtance ; and by driv- 


would pave a fair Path for me to enter your 


_ Healths ſince your Fright z nor, having 
performed fo great a Piece of Service to you 


loſe my. Hold of her Favour. 
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ever at your Elbow: what Anguiſh muſt T 
ſuſtain, who have Millions of Things, for 
the Ear of my fair One in private ? 
Might I but be permitted to point out a 
Way to remedy this; and might it but 
meet, dear Mifs, with your Approbation; 
it ſhould be one Morning, when you and the 


you by my Man, in Form of an Highway- 


ing away the ſuppoſed Robber,” to relieve 
you from the Strait you would ſeem to be 
In. 


This, my deareft Lady, I would hope, 
Lodgings by, for enquiring after your 


both, could the old Lady, for Shame, but 
admit of ſuch an Errand, though but to 
thank me, for my Concern for you both; 
when, having once gained the Speech of 
your Aunt, it muſt be my own Fault, if I 


If my lovely Miſs can but approve of = 
this my Scheme, under her own Hand To- 
morro Night, conveyed to me, in Man- 
ner as this t to o her, the eK ſhall be ever 
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mayer Acknowledgment, till with Lite it- 

elf, I ceaſe to be, 
Dear Miſs, 

Your meſt Faithful Admirer, 


J. Swap, 


The above Letter, Mr. Sharp ſhewed to 
Frank, who aſſured him, that if the Lady, 
by her Anſwer, favoured the Enterprize, 
he would readily undertake it: So that 
Sharp, dreſſing elegantly, went in the Even- 


Ing to the publick Room, where, watching 
his Opportunity, in offering the Lady a 


Pinch from his Snuff. box, he ſlipt the Let- 


ter into her Hand, without the leaſt Notice 


from any one; and the next Evening, at 
the ſame Place, ſhe returned him the fol- 


lowing Anſwer. . 
Miſe Ws TBORx, to John SHARP, EI. 


Six, e 
NE old Lady you condemn, is in her 
Duty, enjoined her by my Father, 


My Buſineſs is to circumvent; her's to pre- 
vent. Your Project promiſes Succeſs; and 
that your Servant may not be under the leaſt 


imaginable Fear of Detection, my F _ 
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ſhall be: engaged at home next Tueſday . 
Morning, and my Tour will be through 
Malcot. I ſhall be miſerably terrified ;, but 
my Aunt, perhaps, more fo, Call in the 
Afternoon, (that you may take her before 
her Fears are entirely diſmiſſed) upon 

Nuur's, 
E. WEST BORN. 


Sharp alſo ſnewed Frank his Lady's Let- 
ter, whereupon he e himſelf for 
Abo. © 

Sharp had now. five hundred ler Pro- 
jects in his Pate, as ſecondary to the grand 
Deſign. He rode over, the next Day, to 
Briſtol, to ſeck for an Apothecary, from 
whom, after ſome Debate, he procured a 
Liquid, which, upon taking fifteen or twen- 
ty Drops of it in a Glaſs of Wine, would 
lock up the Senſes in Stupefaction, for the 
Space of an Hour or more, and would ex- 
tend the Time, in Proportion to the Num- 
ber of Drops put in; but of this he was 
very inquiſitive, leſt inſtead of giving the 
old Lady a Nap only, he ſhould ſend her 
to the other World: So that, having learn- 
ed the perfect Operation of the Soporifick, 
he prepared him two Phials, one with clear 
Wine, and the other with the Drops in it, 
Minſt the Time of Action; then having 

„ ſent 
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25 Frank out early in the Morning, they 
were to meet about two Miles from Bath, 
at a particular Time limited; ſo that they 
might but ſee each other at a Diſtance, to 
be certain that all. was prepared, 
_ Sharp followed the Coach at a certain 
_ Diſtance, almoſt all the Way from Bath; 
till at length he ſaw Frank a good Space 
before him, meeting the Coach ; when 
Sharp, as had been agreed, pulling out his 
Handkerchief, flouriſhed it about, as with 
Intent to apply it to his Noſe; 
This being the Signal whereby Frank 
was to know that his Maſter ſaw him, he 
galloped up boldly to the Coach Side, de- 
manding the Ladies Money, Watches, and 
Jewels, or he would inſtantly ſhoot ww | 
through the Head. Miſs ſcreamed, 
"hag forwards her Lover; and the old Fon 
dy was half dead, with Apprehenſions for 
her Niece, who had. made no Motion to- 
_ wards parting with her Money as yet; ex- 
pecting every Moment, when the Highway- 
man would fire at her, as he ſwore he would, 
for her Delay; for ſhe had already her own. 
Prepared. for him: But juſt as the old La- 
dy's Concluſions were at the Height, and 
ſhe was ready to die for Fear, up comes 
Sharp, and falls upon Frank with his Hanger, 


the only weapon he had; vowing, that — 
ther 
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ther than he ſhould diſtreſs the Ladies, he 5 
would waſte the laſt Drop of his Blood in 
their Service. Thus, after a few bluftering 
Speeches, and a Sort of mock Fight, Sharp 
put the Robber to Flight, and then applied 
himſelf to the Ladies, hoping they had re- 
ceived no Injury, and intreated them to 
ſhake off their Surprize; bur Miſs plaid her 
Part fo well, that there was ſcarce any keep- 
ing Life in her, at fight of his naked Wea- 
pon; fo that the old Lady, with the little 
Spirits ſhe had left, defired 117 to put it 
up again. a 

"Sharp had already comforted them as far 
as Words would go; but all to fo little 
Purpoſe, that now, drawing forth one of 
his Phials from his Pocket, he deſired tlie 
young Lady to take a Sip of it, as a Speci- 
fick againſt Hyſtericks, and what he him 
{elf found exceeding ſalutary, in Lowneſs 
of Spirits, which was a Diſorder he was 
frequently troubled with. 

Miſs — — not what it might be; but, 
coming from the Hand that offered it to 
ber, ſhe had little Cauſe to ſuſpect it miſ- 
chievous: So ſhe took down two or 8 
Gulps of it, upon which Sharp put it again 
into his Pocket; when, as recollkaing in Aim. 
ſelf, that he had not made the like Offer to 
the old ws, he beg d Abundance of Far. 


2 8 2 xy 
RE LE ES [SS 


208 The HIST O- RY. 


dons for the Overſight: For that * he 
was ſo confuſed, as not to know well what 
he did; then, taking out the other Phial, 
which was purpoſely not quite filled, like 
the firſt, he preſented it to the Aunt, who 
would have declined it, as being then pret- 
ty well recovered, ſhe ſaid ; but Sharp urg- 
ing her to take an hearty Sip, and Miſs ex- 
tolling its Efficacy, ſhe at length played a 
bold Pull at it, and excellent good it was, 
ſhe ſaid ; but the old Woman, had not long 
| ſwallowed it, before ſhe was ſafe from over- 
hearing them ; and even ſnored again. 

1 This ſo ſudden Turn gave Miſs ſome 
rehenſion, that her Aunt was worſe 

than ſhe thought for; inſomuch, that ſhe 
called to the Coachman to ſtop, whulit 
_ Sharp, tying his Horſe behind, ſtept into 
the Coach to Miſs, and whiſpered her, that 
it was only the Effect of a Doſe he had 
given her; but ſhe would be alert and live- 
ly again, by the Time they ſhould reach 
home. 

Miſs growing perfetly compoſed at 
hearing this, they indulged themſelves over 
their own Affairs, till. they came within 2 
little of Bath again; but Miſs had ordered 
the Fellow to drive as flowly as poſlible, 


for Fear of n 1b her Aunt, - 
They 


es a AS uu 


5 
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They bleſſed themſelves, upon the hap- 
* Ile of their Contrivance; but above 
all, Miſs ſaid, his Dram of the Bottle had 
proved the moſt effectual Compoſer that 
ever ſhe had till then met with. 
In ſhort, nothing now ſo much oppreſ· 
ſed them, as that the Lime of their Part. 
ing approached. For the Lady, having 
given two or three loud Yawns, they ſoon, 
expected her Return to the living World 
again; when, that he might not be ſuſpect - 
ed, of paying more Regard to the young, 
than the old Lady, Sharp deſired Miſs, 
who ſat on the ſame: Seat with her Aunt, 
to change Places with him; then, taking 
the old one within his left Arm, with her 
Head upon his Breaſt, he held her ſo, till 
ſne was thoroughly awakened : The old, 
lady ſeeming ſurprized at the Sight of 
\barp fo near her, he pretended, that ob- 
ſerving the Condition ſhe was in, and that 
no Help was near, he had entered the 
Coach, merely, that he might ſupport her 
from falling, or bruiſing herſelf againſt the 
Wood- Work. She returned him Abun- 
dance of Thanks for the Trouble he had 
given himſelf, with ſuch an old Woman, 
as few Gentleman would have eſteemed wor- 
thy of their Concern. 


. - - 8 5 3 : : 2 15 = 
KID. 1 . AY? 4» 2057 þ FF = g n = 9 5 
we et IL, 124 Ag tn — „ * > * e . "I rn 8 e! 32 D A 3 
0&5 OT Hy poppe Fx 2 e ey l „ Y Cr ˙ A ² A eff. Fo. 1, —— 


* "27 C > _ 2 
7 Py © & : E. 25 Et . 2 * * 2 8 * i wn; . 
4 n 5 4" TCC : 8 5 3 ROS LIPS Ss os fe 5 3 7 . 
* AL Wat r 8 n 6 - x 8 . r ——— 7 = 3 SOS 8 os II a. $4 \ 
8 e 3 oe "Im N Ni iS Cart — cn nt get So = '. OD EE es #54. See: „ ON OG 
i r ITY - 7 2 Mal " - FS IE ON. 9 2 e EEE N ha 8 3 A 
2 4 5 1 8 


n 
1 wm * 1 2 


N $3 r 
Ann Qs 
5 E 92 
. 
8 
n + 
es... a6 C4 os + 74 


nen 

r 8 
«4 6 
— FY 


þ | 


> > $ 
< bY > > 
N Ne A > 


2 204 - The HISTORY 
Being now near the Entrance of the Ci. 
A Sharp told the old Lady, he hoped ſhe 
would have no more Occafion for him; 
_ wherefore, with her Leave, he would quit 
the Coach, and mount his Horſe which he 
had faſtened behind it. She was ſo delighted 
with the Care Sharp had taken of her, and 
nich the little Regard he ſeemed to pay 
ber Niece, that ſne invited him to dine 
with her; but, not to ſeem over fond of 
their Company, more than good Manners 
- obliged him to, he ſaid, he hoped ſhe 
would excuſe his giving her that Trouble; 
dut added, that if ſhe would give him 
: 5 he would juſt crave the Pleaſure of 
hearing ſhe had perfectly recovered her 
\,Hurprize, over a Diſh "oy Tea i in the After. 


14 
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CHAP. XV. 


F rank relates the Affair 1 Dra per. Sharp 
5 4 the Ladies. Compliments on both 


Sides. Sharp put 10 be 8 coy the Aunt 
„ eee ber. | 


$= was ſodelighted wich his Morn- 
ing's Advantage over the old Lady, 


: "_ upon his Return, he ran open mouth'd 
| t0 
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to me with his Succeſs; extolling his Con- 
trivance to the Skies. As for Fran#'s Part, 
he ſaid, he performed it to a Miracle; but 
What had become of him -fince, he could 
not imagine; for he might have been at 
home long befote him. 


The Guſto with which Shed i related ** 


Adventure to me, might have given me 
equal Delight with himſelf at any other 
Time; bot it falling out, the very next 
Day after Miſs Gatewell had played ſuch a 
- ſlippery Trick with me, I had no Reliſh 


for it 3 neither could Sharp, though he per- 


ceived his Report to be ali Flatneſs to me, 
refrain from recounting to me, every the 


minuteſt Circumſtance of the Tranſaction: 


For it frequently happens, that a Man full 


fraught with a lucky Incident, expoſes it 


with Delight to his Friend, not fo much 
for the Satisfaction it will adminiſter to 
him, as for the Pleaſure redounding to him- 
ſelf from the Repetition of it. 

Frank was now arrived, juſt before Sharp 
ſet forwards in the Afternoon for Miſs }eſt- 
born's Lodgings z fo that, being ſoon after 
all alone, and immerſed in Melancholy and 
Vapours, I called Frank up to me, that, by 
his Relation of the Circumſtances of his 


Attack upon the Ladies, he might ptobab- Wl 
ly, in ſome Meaſure, diſſi pate my hippiſh WW 
| F ancies, 3 
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Fancies, and enliven my Spirits a little; For 
there were but few Perſons whoſe Manner of 
embelliſhing a Story, both in maſterly Dic- 
tion, properly choſen Similies, 4; well 
adapted Hints, I could prefer to Frank's, 
F enquired into his Dreſs, which he told 
me was an old Great-Coat that he had pur- 
chaſed, when with Mr. Sharp at Briſtol, 
His Horſe, he told me, was hired of a Far- 
mer without the City, and that he had cut 
aqn old Wig into the Form that beſt ſuited 
his Employment; that he had, for two or 
three Days before, practiced a proper Voice, 
and had acted the Part by himſelf, till he 
was quite Maſter of it, and could be at no 
Loſs upon the Onſet; but, he ſaid, he 
could ſcarce keep his Countenance, whilſt 
Mr. Sharp and he were bullying each other, 
like Deſperadoes, juſt ripe for each other's 
= Deſtruction ; and that, had it not been that 
his Face was enwrapped in a Crape Hat- 
band, they might eaſily, by his Counte- 
WS nance, have diſcovered the mock Part lie 
= was acting; but he extolled the young La- 
ay to the Skies, as one of the compleateſt 
Performers of her Part, that ever he beheld. 
nin his Life; adding, that ſo ſoon as his 
Time was come for making off, he turned 
Wy up a By-Lane, where he ſtripped himſelf 
of his Great-Coat and Wig, the latter 


whereof, 
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whereof, he. firſt bundled up in the former, 
and then ſunk them both in + Pond, by the. 
Help of ſome large Stones that he indloſed, 
therein. | 
He now took a Turn of ſome Miles, ke 
ſaid, jogging on very ſeriouſly, in order to 
cool his Horſe, whom he had heated even 
to a Foam, in his firſt Flight; till, having. 
delivered the Beaſt to the Owner, he walked 
home, as honeſt an Highwayman as ever 
quitted the Road, g 
At Sharp's Arrival at Miſs We born 3 
Lodgings, he found her waiting for him 
in the Parlour, her Aunt, ſhe ſaid, being 
juſt gone up to change her Neck Handker- 
chief, imagining that Scarlet ſuited not 
her Complexion, but gave it an higher Co- 
jour than ſhe could wiſh : So that, whilſt 
the old Beaueſs was ſettling that Point, the 
young ones enjoyed themſelves, in a Way 
agreeable to their own, Inclinations. 
Miſs let him into her Father's living a- 
broad, informed him of her Father's Sub- 
ſtance, his Number of Negroes, the Extent 
of his Plantations, and ſo many other Par- 
ticulars, which had been recounted to her, 
as ſet him agog for their Nuptials Com- 
pletion; leſt ſomebody, more worthy of 
ſuch Poſſeſſions than himſelf, ſhould inter- 
Pole to his own \ Captulign: F or I, having 
been 
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been ſo contemptibly deſerted by Miss 
Gatewell, Sharp could never judge himſeif 


| fecure of the Lady's Perſon, till the indif. 


ſoluble Knot was tied. 
They had adjuſted ether Preliminaries. 


before the old — came down; for upon 


the Proſpect of a Male Vifitant, ſhe had 


even changed her Cap, as well as her Hand- 


kerchief, and added Abundance of _ 
bons to her Head-Gear : So that. | 
making her Appearance to them, had it 75 
been for a monſtrous Scar over her Right- 
Eye, and the Remarkableneſs of her tooth- 
leſs Mouth, Sharp would ſcarce have known 
ber again; but theſe directing him paſt all 
Suſpicion of a Miſtake, he, in a very ſeri- 
ous and affecting Tone, beg'd to know how 
ſhe found herſelf, after the ſevere Shock ſhe. 
had ſuffered from the Se rag in the 
Morning. 
She hoped ſhe mould feel no ill Effects 
from it, ſhe ſaid; for that, indeed, ſhe was 
better than ſhe could have expected, after 


= ſuch a Surprize as ſhe had undergone ; not 


only on her own Behalf, but upon her 
Niece's Account, whom ſhe expected to 
have fallen into Fits every Moment. 

"Sharp replied, that Perſons of the young 
Lady's Age, were better able to ſhake off 
ſuch ſudden Surprizes than their Seniors; 


* that, for his Fart, nothing ever af, 
fected 
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fected him more, than to ſee her fall mo- 
tionleſs againſt the Back of the Coach, with 
only Miſs, in her then confuſed State, to 
aft her: So that he hoped ſhe would par- 
don his Boldneſs, in placing himſelf by 
her, that ſhe might recline her Head upon 


* 


his Boſom, in Prevention of the Miſchief 
ſhe might otherwiſe have received, from a 
Jolt againſt the Coach Sides, or Glaſſes. 
The old Lady apologized very much for 
the Inconvenience ſhe had drawn upon him, 
in ſupporting her for ſo long a Way; in- 
ſiting, that it muſt have been vaſtly fa- 
tiguing to him; but Sharp very gravely re- 
plied, that nothing in Life could be more 
pleaſing to him, than a Capacity for re- 
heving ſo much Merit, in the Diſtreſs ſne 
then ſeemed to him to be, from both her 
own and her Niece's Horrors; but when, 
indeed, he beheld her, as he thought, life- 
leſs, his very Heart bled ſo for her, that 
he could not refrain from cheriſhing her, in 
the beſt Manner he was able, at the Expence 
of every Fatigue to his own Perſon. '. WM 
Sharp, during the Time of his Stay, al- 
moſt wholly addreſſing himſelf, upon every; WM 
Subject they ſtarted, to the Aunt; and 
taking but little Notice of the young Lady, 
the old one could behold him in no other 
Light, than either as a-Courtier- to herſelf, 
7 | * 
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210 The HISTORY 
or for a Man, whoſe Modeſty having gain- 
ed the Aſcendant of his Paſſions, might 
prove, at leaſt, a very valuable Companion, 
both to herſelf and her Niece too: bor, let 
the Strictneſs of a Lady's Virtue be ever ſo 
prevalent, ſcarce one in a thouſand can en- 
Joy the true Reliſh of that Society, that is 
not ſeaſoned with the Converſation of a 
Male : So that the old Lady, at his Depar- 
ture, even told him ſhe ſhould always be 
lad of his Company, whenever he would 
do them the Favour to call: For that ſhe 
could never ſufficiently acknowledge the 
Obligation ſhe was under to him, for his 
Care, and Concern for her Safety. 
. Sharp, having thus gained an unlimited 
Footing in the Family, Matters went on 
=_ 9wimmingly between him and his Mil- 
= treſs; nor had the old Lady the leaſt Suſpi- 
= cion ofa Love Intrigue between them, from 
the Indifference he behaved with towards 
her Niece: For, whenever the old Woman 
left them together, as ſhe would often do 
many Times in an Hour or two, being 
nimble as an Eel, notwithſtanding ſhe was 
near Seventy; ſhe was ſure to find him, ei- 
ther walking careleſsly about the Room, or 
= ſtaring at the Window, with his Back to 
= her Niece, in ſo unthinking a Manner, as 
if no ſuch Perſon exiſted, * 
The 
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The young ones never met, but they aſ- 


Miſs was always below ready to receive 


him; and, as few Words are equally ſignifi- 


cant wich Lovers, to many with other 


Folks, Sharp and his Lady, underſtanding 


each other's Meaning, he ſeldom ſtayed 
long, before he had ſent for the old Lady 
down, which was another ſtrong Induce- 


ment for her to believe, his Viſits were {ole- 


ly to herſelf; till, at length, through Impa- 
tience for a Knowledge of his Sentiments, 
one Day, when her Niece was out of the 
Room, ſhe told him, that a Man of .the 
Character he appeared with, would ſcarce 


? pay ſo many Viſits to a Couple of ſingle 


Women, unleſs he had ſome further View 


in them, than barely the Amuſement their 


Converſation would afford him; and: there- 


he had any View to her Niece, that ſhe 
a ot once, give him a ſatisfactory An- 
wer? | | 


Poor Sharp, though none of the baſh- 


fulleſt of Mortals, had never before in his 
Life: time, been ſo put to it for a Reply, as 


to this Speech of the old Lady's; but an 
Anſwer being expected, muſt, at all Events, 
be given to it; there fore, not hammering 
long for a Reply, he aſſured her, that map 
AN mig 
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ſuredly fixed their next Meeting; ſo that 


WS 7c: 
2) 


| fore, deſired he would intimate to her, if Ml 
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might be other Motives for a Gentleman; 
Inclination for the Ladies Society, than 
thatthey were youthful. He acknowledged 


he was but a Youth yet himſelf; but he 


had met with that Solidity, Senſe; and 
Judgment in thoſe of riper Years, and more 
Experience, which had ever biaſſed him to 


a conſociation with them.-- 
The Sentiments of the Youth of both 


_ Sexes, he ſaid, he had found full of Levi. 


ty ; their Arguments were frothy, and their 
Conduct, many Times, indiſcreet; where- 
as, on the other Hand, their Seniors abound:- 
ed with Strength of Reaſon, and Soundneſs 
of Judgment, which, with him, outbalan- 
ced all the others Sprightlineſs, and Foolery 
nay, often had he concluded with himſelf, 
that, if ever he changed his Condition, it 


ſhould be rather with a Lady of Years, and 


Underſtanding, than either for the Sake of 
Youth, or Beauty ; but owned, that his Diſ- 


Poſition, oppoſite” to that of his Sex, had 


hitherto diſqualified him for Explanations 
of his Mind, to thoſe Objects he held moſt 
worthy of his Affection; leſt meeting with 
2 Rebuff, at his firſt ſetting out, ſhould im- 
plant in him a Diſreliſh for all further Pro- 


2 


ceedings. 


Sharp knew not well what he had faid, 


he was ſo confounded at the old Lady's Pe- 


mand; 


* 
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mand; but ſhe, interpreting it all to his 
Affection for herſelf, and an awful Modeſty, 
that had reſtrained him from divulging his 
real Sentiments; replied, that very few 
Ladies, ſhe believed, however diſpoſed to 
his Pleaſure, would be ſo impolite as to re- 
ject his Requeſt in an unbecoming Manner; 
for that every Lady was a Favourer, at 
leaſt, of the Qualities he poſſeſſed, though, 
poſſibly, not of his Suit, from various Turns 
in their Affairs; as Pre- engagement, or an 
abſolute Reſolution againſt the Marriage 
State; nor was it a Thing credible to her, 
that a Gentleman of his Youth and Capaci- 
ty, ſhould be averſed from the State of 
Matrimon ß. y © 
The old Lady, by this Harangue, had 
ſo hampered Sharp, that he knew not well 
how to extricate himſelf : For, ſhould he 
declare for her Niece, he diſputed nor, but 
he ſhould ſuffer my Fate, RS 4 perhaps, nei- 
ther ever hear from, or ſee her more; and, 
ſhould he declare for the old Lady, and 
common Prudence direct her to refuſe him, 
all Pretences, for a further Repetition of his 
Viſits, would fail him; and, /aftly, ſhould 
ſhe favour his Demand, what an Imputa- 
tion would it lay upon his Honour, to re- 
linquiſh her, at laſt, for her Niece? + 4 
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In this Dilemma, poor Sharp, having bij 
ſhort Space to conſider 1n, was rather de- 
firous of ſuffering in his Honour, than in 
his Love Affair: 80 that, as ſhe had given 
him fo fair an Occaſion, he faid, of dil. 
cloſing to her a Secret which he had pur- 
poſed ſhould have died with him; and 
hoping that ſhe was ſo far Miſtreſs of her 
own Paſſions, as to ſubſcribe to her own 
' Poſitions ; he beg'd Leave to aſſure her, 
that from the firſt Moment of hearing her 
deliver herfelf ſo ſtrenuouſly, as ſhe had | 
ſometimes in his Preſence done, in publick 
Audience; but much more ſo, ſince he had 
the late Honour of her private Converſa- 
tion; her Manners, good Senſe, and Sen- 
timents, had made ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
him, as that, ſhould ſhe not deign to ad- 
mit of him as her Partner for Life, yet, he 
hoped ſhe would never abſolutely diſmiſs 
him from her Familiarity and Friendſhip: 
4 whereby he might never be wanting of that 
12 Pleaſure which her Society wy would ad- 
miniſter to him. 

The old Ys drawing up her Neck, 
ſmoothing her Apron, and croſſing her 
* Hands before her, to ſhew the fine Fall of 
ber Shoulders, aſked him, if he had as yet 
= conſidered the Diſparity of their Ages? 
1 The very Thing, Madam, replied * 
7m " tha 
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that captivates me, My ſole Ambition, 
Madam, added he, is to conjoin myſelf to 
my Seniors. It has been my Practice from 
my Infancy, and amongſt my own Sex, I 
have ever ſought out ſuch, whoſe Age and 
Experience have qualified them for my In- 
ſtructors. What were Life, Madam, add- 
ed he, but for a daily Augmentation of our 
Knowledge in it? If then, to know, be to 
live ; how much longer may he be ſaid to 
live who knows much, than he, who knows 
but Iittle ? And if I can add that Wiſdom 
to myſelf, in a ſingle Night's Converſation, 
which thoſe I obtain it from, have ſpent 
Years in procuring, may not I be ſaid to 
have lived thoſe Years myſelf? Now every 
my Hopes of this Kind, I am under no 
Doubt of gratifying, Madam, in your Com- 
pany, and Converfation, added he; and as 
theſe Deſires preponderate in me, fo much 
more alſo muſt my Inclination, for eſta- 
bliſhing myſelf in an abſolute Certainty of 
the enjoying them, for Life; with you. 
Town, I may have preſumed to look too 
far above my Match ; but this, Madam, I 
muſt truſt to your Pardon: For yourſelf, 
have wrung from me theſe Sentiments, I 
ſhould, otherwiſe, have for ever reſerved in 
my own Boſom; though there, they had not 
failed to have conſumed me. 3 
„e 
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Sharp courts the Aunt for her Antiquity. Lend. 
Miſs a Lift by the By. The old Lady's Er. 
comiums on Sharp. Vanity unbecoming in 
Age. Love flows apace. Sharp looked on 
as one of the Family. Miſs and Sharp agree | 
zo Medlock. On their Journey to London. 
Are married privately Ly the Way. Old 
Lady receives a Remittance. Tricked out 
of it 4 Sharp, who declares his Marriage 

with ber Niece. All i in a Flame. 


\CARCE had Sharp finiſhed his Ad- 
dreſs to the old Lady, before Miſs ran 

Into the Room to them, with a new Gown 

in her Hand, for her Aunt to buy for her. 
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It was a Piece of India Quilting, and Needlc- 

Work, of a Variety of Colours, and ſeemed ä 

to Sharp, to be one. of the moſt beautiful i 
Things he had ever before beheld ; but Miſs 

| herſelf was ſo captivated with it, that ſhe v 

entreated her Aunt to buy it for her, or ſhe fa 

- ſhould go wild, ſhe ſaid; for it was the Bl \ 


ſweeteſt Thing ſhe had ever ſeen, and ſhe 
was ſure ſhe ſhould be taken out to open 
the Ball, the very firſt N gh ſhe ſhould be 


ſeen | in it. 


Her 


2 
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Her Aunt would fain have diverted her 
Fancy from too tawdry a Thing, as ſhe 
called it ; adding, that there were all the 
Colours of the Rainbow in it; beſides, ſhe 
told her, that having brought three new 
Suits to Bath with her, the had certainly 
Change of Apparel enough already, and as 
they ſhould ſoon be for returning to London, 
ſhe might there have far better Choice than 
what ſhe could meet with from an Hawker; 
nor, indeed, did they ſcarce ever carry a- 
bout other than damaged Goods, ſuch as 
the fair Dealer would be aſhamed to expoſe 
in his own Shop. 3 
Neither this, or ten times as much had 
the old Lady urged it, would have had 
other Effect upon Miſs, than to have made 
her more earneſt for the Purchaſe; for it 
was a moſt charming Thing, ſhe ſaid, and 
_ ſure it would become her exceed- 
WIC | | „ | 
The old Lady then' turning to Sharp, 
who had ſat neuter during the Debate, Sir, 
lad ſhe, pray give me your Opinion of my 
Niece's Fancy ? 3 
Madam, - replied Sharp, having made 
Dreſs the leaſt Part of my paſt Studies, and 
ſpecially that of the Ladies, I muſt con- 
fels myſelf a moſt incompetent Judge 
wereof ; but we all know, that Youth has 
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-1ts peculiar Taſte to be gratified, and the . 
Habit that delights the Wearer, is pre- 
ſumed to give no leſs Satisfaction to the 
Eye of others, than her own ; therefore, a 
to make every Habit agreeable, it muſt be 
to the Wearer's Fancy, pray let me, for 
once, interpoſe on the Behalf of this young 
Lady, for your Compliance to her Requeſt, 
Miſs thanked him, for having given the 
Affair ſo beneficial a Turn in her Favour; 
and now, Aunt, ſaid ſhe, what can you al. 
ledge againſt what the Gentleman ſays? 
For, to be ſure, Aunt, as he ſays, what ! 
do not fancy in the Piece, can never be a- 
greeable in the Wear; and what can you 
ever buy cheaper? It is but nine Guines. 
Miſs made her Purchaſe, and immediate- 
ly returned with it; but, not knowing what 
had paſſed between Sharp and her Aunt, 
the took up her fitting ſo, as to give SH 
no farther Opportunity, at that Meeting, of 
dilating upon the Perfections of Antiquity; 
ſo that he took his Leave for the Evening, 
without being bleſſed with the old Lady's 
Reply to his Application. = 
There had paſſed but a ſingle Day be- 
tween Sharp's laſt Viſit, and his next, in 
which numberleſs Encomiums had paſſed 
from the old Lady upon him, in his Ab- 
ſence ; wiſhing, from her Heart, that mo 
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was but provided of ſo ſober a Gentleman 
as Mr. Sharp. Nay, could ſhe but refrain 

from that Giddineſs of Temper, and Un- 
ſteadineſs in her Behaviour, ſhe faid, that 
ſhe even gave herſelf. up to, much more 

than became her, Mr. Sharp might have 
made an elegant Match for her; he bear- 
ing no Diſlike to the ee age itſelf, 
but tothe Vanities of it. 

The next Viſit Mr. Sharp adds Miſs 
informed him of what had paſſed -between 
her and her Aunt, relative to him; where- 
upon, they both made themſelves exceed- 
ing merry; but more eſpecially, when Sharp 
had acquainted her of the Cauſe of her 
Aunt's good Opinion of him; for that it 
could proceed from no other Source, he 
was certain. 

Miſs hearing this, 2 ſent up, to 
let her Aunt know that Mr. Sharp was be- 
low; and now, they had both drawn their 
Faces into the moſt ſolemn Order to receive 
her; little diſputing, but her Sweetheart 

would fetch her in an Hurry ; but near 
three Quarters of an Hour having paſt, 
without either the Sight, or hearing of her; 
Miſs miſtruſting ſomewhat to be the Mat- 
ter with her, more than ordinary, left Mr. 
Sharp, to go ſee what it could be; when, 
upon the Stairs Head, ſhe met a Lady ſo 
| - L 2 gay 
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gay and tempting, as ſhe could have ſworn 
rather to have been any other Woman in 
the Creation, than her Aunt. | 

The old Lady had ſtript herſelf font 
Top to Toe, ſince the Receipt of her 
Niece's Meſſage, and had incaſed herſelf in 
ſo ſhowey a Livery, as might far better have 
become a Grandchild of her's, had ſhe been 
bleſſed with one; fave, that the Cut, had 
imprinted the Age of Forty upon it. Her 
Head was dreſſed quite back, and airy ; her 
Neck was bare, but flabby ; and under ſuch 
a Flow of Gaiety, ſhe was deſcending to 
the Parlour ; when Miſs told her, ſhe had 
ſent her Word a full Hour ago by Sach, 
that Mr. Sharp waited to ſee her; z and truly, 
ſhe ſaid, the poor Gentleman laboured un- 
der ſuch Perplexity at her not coming, that 
he could not be perſuaded but ſhe was taken 
ill, and had ſent her up to ſee after her. 

1 am obliged to him, good Soul, ſaid 
the old Lady; but it is my Averſion for 
ever to appear in the ſame Suit before him, 
and ſo I have juſt ſlipt on this, that he may 
ſee one has better, and that it was Choice, 


made me hitherto appear as I have done to 
him, and not Neceſſity; but pray, Niece, 
look me over, added ſhe, and ſee how my 


Things fat; For Ihe ſtuck every Pin A 
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ſelf, that Wench, Sally, having not the 
leaſt Fancy for Dreſs, whatever. 8 

Miſs declared, that not a Plait about her, 
but what was laid with an exquiſite Exact- 
_ neſs, and then followed the old Lady into 
the Room to Sharp; who, upon Sight of 
the Figure the old Girl cut in her Finery, 
with her Niece grinning over her Shoulder, 
ready to ſplit her Sides, underwent the 


greateſt of Difficulties, in preventing his 


burſting out with Laughter in her Face; 
however, he bridled his Propenſity to Mirth, 
for the Sake of the Lady behind her, and 


receiving her with a moſt profound Reve- 


rence, conducted her by the Hand to her 
Chair, whether ſhe tripped, as light as a 
Fairy. bo 2 | 1 
They fell into Diſcourſe preſently, upon 
the News of the Day at Bath; but the old 
Jexebel waiting for ſome what more perti- 
nent, formed ſeveral Excuſes, for ſending 
her Niece out of the Room, to give her 
Lover the freer Scope for his Addreſſes to 
her; whilſt Miſs, being ever more ſpeedy 
in her Return than her Aunt expected, they 


had never as yet found Time for Enlarge- 


ment upon the Subject. | 
This, her Aunt fearing would continue 
to be the Caſe, at length ſtarted ſomewhat 


from her reading, which ſhe inſiſting to be 
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for her Direction, not being able to de- 
ſcribe its Covering; and whilſt Miſs was 


ing of what he was pleaſed to mention to 
nion, that a Lady ſomewhat her junior, 
ty? But I plainly ſee, I am not alone in my 
in Marriage to you, than a Gentleman by 


qualification that will daily leſſen upon me; 


i 2 
2 — 8 2 T 
l 8 28 


the fineſt Deſcription of the Matter in De- 
bate, that ever ſhe had met with, again ſent 
out her Niece to fetch ſuch a Book, (which 
ſhe was ſure ſhe could never find there) di- 
recting her Niece to the Title-pages of them 


upon this random Chace, the old Lady, 
well knowing that whatever Buſineſs ſhe 
had to tranſact in this World, ſhe muſt be 
expeditious with, for Fear of a Call to the 
next; firſt, began with letting Mr. Sharp 
know, that ſhe, having given him the hear- 


her at his laſt Viſit, had alſo ſince reconſi- 
dered it, and believed he would be of Opt- 


would be more adapted to his Years, than 
herſelf, | 1-7 
Am I then, Madam, ſaid Sharp, to be re- 


jected, merely for my Youth and Incapaci- 


Sentiments ; tho” I eſteem them the more, 
for your being of the ſame Opinion, and 
holding me more unworthy of being joined 


ſome Years my Senior. Madam, added he, 
though you may at preſent diſeſteem me 
for my Youth, it is, nevertheleſs, a Diſ- 


and, 


4 
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and, O! that I could but out run the com- 
ing Time, to fix my Standard where moſt 
eligible to you ! But, Madam, though 1 am 
not Maſter of that Art, I may ftill com- 
mand a greater, and anticipate my Life's 
laſt Period, if you enjoin me to it by your 
Cruelty 3 for, let my Sentence of Denial 
but once paſs your Lips, and no longer will 
| live the Youth, deteſted by you. 
_ I profeſs, Sir, ſaid the old Woman, it 
would make me bluſh, to yield Conſent 
upon fo ſhort an Acquaintance ; but yet, 
Compaſſion, fo innate in my Sex, forbids 
to drive a Lover to Extremity ; if for no 
other Cauſe, but that he loves, which ought 
to be repaid by us in Kindneſs. What mult 
I ſay then, added ſhe, that I mull firſt de- 
| liderately weigh the Conf{equences of your 
now Demand, and leave you {ſubject to the 
Inquietude of a Fate uncertain ? Or muſt I, 
by Compliance, yield you all you wiſh? 
Hope, in the former, keeps the Veſlel 
ſteady, and, tho? it makes but little Way, 
it floats; the latter; granted, may over- 
whelm myſelf: Then let us know each other 
better firſt; it is not in my Nature to give 
Pain, merely for the Sake of tormenting, 
and if our Wills hold firm till I arrive at 
London, you there may meet with the 
L 4: Fru- 
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Fruition of your Wiſhes. More, I cannot, 
without impeaching my Diſcretion. 

Sharp, at the Concluſion of this laboured 
Speech, ſnatched at her Hand, and clay. 
ping it to his Mouth; not all the Force of 
vain Philoſophy, ſaid he, could have ſet- 
tled my Peace upon fo equitable a Founda- 
tion, Madam, as thoſe prudential Cautions, 

iſſued from your experienc'd Lips. I am 
content, in the mean Space, to render you 
every Inſtance of an inviolable Attachment 
to your Perſon, to revere your Virtues, and 
do pay all due Deference to your Determi- 
nations. 88 
"3 Miſs now returning, to tell her Aunt ſhe 
had ſent her upon a Fool's Errand, for that 
no ſuch Book, as ſhe had mentioned, was to 
be found ; her Aunt, having anſwered her 
own Purpoſe, put her off, with her being 
ſorry ſhe ſhould have cauſed her ſo much 
Trouble, but ſhe now recollected, that ſhe 
had left it behind her at London; then, be- 
ing all alert and good humoured, ſhe told 
Sharp, that, as there was nothing to be 
tranſacted, requiſitory of their Attendance 
upon the publick Aſſemblies that Night, 
more than common, if, as it was now ſo 
far entered into the Evening, he pleaſed to 
eat a Bit of Supper with her Niece and her, 
and play a Pool at Ombre with _— 
ou 
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of two Modern Adventurers. 22 5 
Hould eſteem it for a Favour, that he would 
waſte ſo much of his Time, with a Couple 
of ſimple Maidens. „ 
No ſooner had Sharp accepted the Offer, 
with Abundance of Compliments for. the 
Favour, than the old Lady left him and her 
Niece together, whilſt ſhe ſtept to her Ser- 
vant, to give Orders for the moſt genteel 
Supper, that could, in a Time limited, be 
prepared for them; upon which Errand, 
ſhe not only tarried till arp had made 
Miſs Miſtreſs of all that Afternoon's Paſ- 
ſages; but, till, condemning the Method 
he was purſuing with the old Lady, as not 
much longer tenable, he had appointed with 
Miſs, not only a Time, but a Place for 
their Wedding, and the Manner in- which 
it was to be executed too: So that having 
concluded upon this one Thing neceſſary 
tor his Peace, the Evening paſſed far more 
jovially with him, than heretofore under 
Uncertainty, 
Miſs had nominated a Month to have 
paaſſed preparatory to their Nuptials; but 
Harp had reduced it to ten Days, and the 
molt tedious Parcel of Time it proved to 
poor Sharp, of any that ever moved over 
his Head; as having nothing to provide 
therein, that might have employed his 
Thoughts in the procuring; for we had 
| | j iy ac- 


e 2 
r 


n 
8 ew . 
* * * 4 . 2 i * d * 4 L 8 7 
* . — =. Ib N 1 - \ 4 + 7 rd . 2 + oa. EFT. 1 - * A K 
al Ex * [ES De 2 NN er e ROSIE Taped GE To 7 8 * J 1 =" 2 : — 28 * ts " 
. Nen * 4: 5 * r 8 es n „ : or - TAS £77 CESS Tr re . 
J " Bi $3 - £+ Oh. * 3 8 2 . 5 Wn * 5 5 NO poet "P wy 5 . = 


PE 
ee 


Reer 


— 
2 ** of EE; 
2 renne as e 
. bc r Pg 
ff ͤͤd1d!dd 2 


as 


B 
. n : ee 


Is 2 


T7 eee 

. » > r - 1 

N . F 

n — . N. 
1 * ” - — — — +. 8 

. a Yu el 3 8 
& « Dogs k IT 


Ayn 4 arbs 1 * L - 4 *1 
JJ OY > OST es Eo Songs Vee 
EM oe oe / ec iFRoge.; 


—— 


— "Oe a 4 * 9 e 
PPP 
r e 75 


FA tf LAT 
7 
7 — 


— 2 2 arts — « 
2 Pw A 0 a 
„ 
WP; 5 £3 A . © * = o — — 
1 


226 be HISTORY 
acquainted ourſelves with an underling Par- 
ſon, to whom we now and then made a 
Preſent, in Hopes of one Time or other, 
having Occaſion for a private Caſt of his 
Office, and him it was that Sharp now en- 
gaged, for the Day and Place prefixed; 
which, that it might be done with the leaſt 
Stir that was poſſible, they agreed to be 
erformed, in the Evening of their ſecond 
_ Day's Journey from Bath. 

The Ladies, travelling in their own 
Coach, made ſhort Journies; and ſetting 
out late the firſt Day, lay at Chippenham, | 
but the next Day advancing to Newbury, 

the Knot was there tied: For Sharp was ſo 
over fond of the old Lady, that he fat out 
from Bath with her, to eſcort her to Lan- 
don ; but here, meeting the Parſon and me, 
who had made but flow Marches before 
them; ſo ſoon as the Ladies and Sharp had 
ſupped, it being cuſtomary for the old La- 
dy to retire a While to her Bed-chamber, 
before ſhe parted with her Niece for the 
Night; the Parſon and I entering the Room, 
I gave away the young Lady to Sharp for 
his wedded Wife ; and the Solemnity be- 
ing concluded, before the old Lady's Re- 
turn, the Parſon and I wete retired, to drink 


the Bride and Bridegroom's Health E 
ther, 
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ther, leaving them to diſpoſe of their Time, 
moſt agreeably in nuptial Endearments. | 

They had agreed not to, conſummate 

their Marriage till after their Arrival in 
| London + For that Miſs was very bare of 
Money, having ſcarce any in her own Cuf- * 

tody; but as her Aunt had ſome Weeks 
before been informed, by Letter, of Remit- 
tances arrived in the Hands of her Brother's 
Correſpondent in Town, they had Hopes 
of ſecuring theſe, before their Union ſhould. 
be known; left it might prove far more 
difficult afterwards, when the old Lady, 
finding herſelf bit, would ugtloubtredly give 
them all the Trouble and Delay in her 
Power, before they ſhould be able to diſ- 
poſſeſs her of it. 

They had not been more than two Days 
in Town, when the Aunt and Niece went 
to Mr. Weſtborn's Agent, to know what 
Remittance had been made to Miſs from 
her Father, and to ſee what Letters were 
come from him; when Mr. G—y—:;, the 
Agent, produced to them a large Pacquet 
of Letters, and told them, he had diſpoſed 
of the Sugars, Rum, and other Cargo, con- | 
ſigned to him for their Benefit, and, if they Ml 
pleaſed, he would then pay them the neat Wl 


s his, 
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This, we may be ſure, they were ready 
to accept; but Mrs. Sharp, fearing the ill 
Conſequence of its being paid to her Aunt, 
aſked Mr. G—y—:, to whom her Father 
uſually made his Donations to her, payable? 
He replied, that the Conſignments were 
made to himſelf ; and that his Inſtructions 
were, to pay the clear Produce for the Uſe 
and Benefit of his Daughter ; but that ſhe, 
not being of Age to diſcharge him for ſuch 
Payments, he had all along paid them to 
her Aunt, to whoſe Care ſhe had been en- 

truſted, upon her Diſcharges, to him. 

Miſs told him, ſhe was then of Age, and 
had been ever ſince the Middle of the pre. 
ceeding Summer. Whereupon, he then re- 
plied, that he muſt pay the preſent Sum to 
herſelf, and muſt beg the Favour of her 


= Receipt for it. Ay, ay, replied the Aunt, 


you may take her Receipt for it, if you 
chuſe it, rather thag mine; to that, I have 
no Objection; but mine I take to be the 
ſafer Hand for depoſiting the Money in. 
My Niece is a young, giddy Creature, nor 
by any Means to be entruſted with it; for 
be it what it will, ſhould ſhe once have the 
fingering of it, not a Penny would be left 
in a Month's Time, all would go for fine 
Clothes, and gaudy Trappings. Mrs. Sharp 
would have ſaid more in Juſtification Na her 
aim 


82 
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Claim to it, had ſnhe not feared an open 
Rupture before its Time, between her 
Aunt and her: So that ſhe ſuffered her to 
receive a Bank- Note for ſix hundred Pounds, 
and thirty odd Pounds in Money; that be- 
ing the neat Produce of the Merchandize. 
Mir. Sharp, having been apprized of the 
Buſineſs they were to go upon that Morn- 
ing, took Care, to plant himſelf ready to 
receive them, at their Return. He took 
little or no Notice of his Wife, by enquir- 
ing how her Father did; but, directing his 
Diſcourſe to the Aunt, as uſual, he aſked 
after her Brother's Health, hoping he was 
well; and then proceeding, with the Abun- 
dance of Money thoſe Gentlemen gained 
upon their Plantations abroad, the old Lady 
replied, that ſo might her Brother have been 
immenſely rich too, had he not had that 
_ Chit of a Girl, meaning her Niece, to pro- 
vide for, for ſo many Years, at the annual 
Expence of a very pretty Engliſh Eſtate, 
His Returns, ſhe ſaid, were made twice a 
Year, and that ſhe had, that very Morning, 
received a ſix hundred Pounds Bank-Note, 
belides Money upon her Account, which 
would be all exhauſted, long enough be- 
fore a freſh Supply came, if ſhe was not her 
Niece's Banker; for that her Niece had no 
Notion of faving a Fortune, not ſhe. 
OS Sharp's 
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Sbarp's Heart leaped in his Body at the 
Sound of the ſix hundred Pounds; but his 
Fingers itched ſo to be griping it, that, 
Madam, ſaid he, is it a Note of a very late 

Date? That, indeed, ſhe knew not, ſhe 
ſaid ; becauſe, ſaid Sharp, I am informed, 

the Bank have lately made an Alteration in 
their Bills, which I have never remarked 
yet, and ſhould be extremely glad to look 
into. | 

_ He ſhould prefently be ſatisfied of that, 
ſhe ſaid; then, taking the Note from her 
Pocket-book, ſhe put it into Sharp's Hand 
to gratify his Curioſity with; defiring him, 


= at the ſame Time, to ſhew her the Diffe- 


rence between that and their former Notes, 
that ſhe might know it again. | 
. Sharp, looking it over and over, pro- 
teſted, he ſaw not the Alteration in it, that 
had been repreſented to him; then folding 
it up as he received it, he very deliberate- 
ly was putting it into his Waiſtcoat Pocket. 
Mrs. Sharp fat biting her Lips, in Dread of 
the impending Hurricane; but the old La- 
dy, ſmiling at him, told him, ſhe judged 
him to be a little abſent in Mind; for that 
he was delivering her Note into his own 

Pocket: ” : | 
Il am ſo, Madam, ſaid Sharp, as a Part 
of my Wife's Portion. This the old Lady 

5 eſteem- 
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eſteeming an Exceſs of Freedom with her; 


your Wife's Portion, Sir! ſaid the old 


Lady, in ſome Warmth, there may go 


more Words than you are aware of to that 
Bargain. The Lady who would take you 
for an Huſband, may fee by your unman- 
nerly Behaviour, what ſhe would have to 
' truſt to with you; but, Thanks to my 
kind Stars, it is not my Fate to be your Wife 
yet; but it 1s this dear Lady's, Madam, 
_ replied Sharp, who, I perſuade myſelf, will 
never oppoſe the Receipt of her Caſh by 
her Huſband. NT Ken... 
Mrs. Sharp replying, that no one could 


claim a better Right to what ſhe had, than 


her Huſband. O! my Conſcience! faid 
her Aunt, one would judge you to be both 
mad ; but I deſire to have none of your 
fooling with me, Niece, —eſpecially, when 
ſo ill timed as it now is; and come, Sir, 
added ſhe to Sharp, pray return me my 
Note again, 

I profeſs, Madam, anſwered he, I know 
of no Foolery my Wife has been guilty of, 
or of any Thing but the Delivery of what, 
I hope, are her real Sentiments. Nay, 
yourſelf being Judge, Madam, added he, if 


the Note, as you ſaid but now, is my 


Wife's, belongs it not legally to me ? 
a Seeing, 
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232 The HISTORY 
Seeing, Sir, ſaid the old Lady, that you 
would ſeem to be ſerious, pray let me aſk 
you, how long you have claimed that La- 
dy, my Niece, as your Wife ? He told her 
when, and where, to the Truth of which, 
her Niece paſſed her Aſſeveration. Then 
curſed be the Name of Man, ſaid ſhe, for 
evermore! Did all your Profeſſions to me, 
tend to this View only? - 55 
If you were not over-paſſionate, Madam, 
ſaid he, I would make no Queſtion of ac- 
quitting myſelf from every your Suggeſti- 
ons to my Prejudice. It is falſe, ſaid ſhe, 


and what can never be: For you abſolute- 


ly made Love to me, at the ſame Time that 
you was intriguing with my Niece, to de- 


| Jude me. 


appeal to yourſelf, Madam, ſaid Sharp, 
whether what 1 ever declared moſt excel- 
lent in you, was not your Years, and Judg- 
ment. Nay, ſo that I might but be retained 
= in the Roll of your Intimates, to benefit 
from your Dictates and Experience, you 
well know, I declared 1 ſhould be ſatisfied; 
and that I might ſtill be the more intimate 
with you, I claimed you in Marriage; but 
did not you then, upon deliberate Reflection 
had, tell me from your own Lips, that a 
younger Lady would be more ſuitable to 


my Years? You know you did; whilſt I, 


2278 vv A8 
0 — X 2 % N * 
> I - 


of two Modern Adventurers. 233 
ſubmitting to your Judgment, purſued your 
Advice with your' Niece, rather than with 
any other young Lady, that I might ſtill 
have the Hope of your Friendſhip, and In- 
timacy, the chief Things that I ever deſired 
of you. 88 4 
2 [ ſhall go diſtracted, to ſee myſelf thus 
duped between two Greenheads, ſaid the 
old Lady; but, remember, the Cards are 
ſtill in my Hands, and I ſhall play a Game, 
ſhall make your hypocritical Hearts ake, 
Pl warrant you; for ſuch a Tale have I for 
my Brother's Ear, as will cauſe him both to 
diſinherit, and diſown you for it. 
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Sharp claims Maſterſbip. His Lady ſent jor 
by ber Father to Jamaica. Aunt in the 

Dumps. Reduced by Mrs. Sharp's Reaſon- 
ings. Letter to put off Mrs. Sharp's Re- 
turn. Draper maintained by Sharp. 


HE old Lady having fled the Pit for 
Vexation, Sharp told his Bride, that 
he would leave her no more till he had 
bedded with her; fo that he deſired; her to 
| give Orders for Dinner, as Miſtreſs of the 
Houſe ; and hearing that ſhe had uſed con- 
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288: The HIS TOR FT. 
ſtantly to be her Aunt's Chum, he deſired 
her to order a Bed for them; for that he 
purpoſed to make her Lodging his Reſi- 
dence. Then, hearing alſo from his Lady, 
that her Aunt had but very little to ſubſiſt 
upon beſides her Father's Remittances to 
her, he deſired his Lady to aſſure her, that 
ſo long as ſne behaved herſelf in a friendly 
Manner to them, ſhe ſhould be as welcome 
in his Family as his own Mother; and that 
he ſhould ever reſpect her as ſuch, for her 
paſt Tenderneſſes to his Wife ; but that, 
if ſhe ſhould prove turbulent, and refracto- 
ry, ſhe muſt forthwith either leave them, 
or they her : For that he would not endure 
whatever might create Uneaſineſs to them, 
Having ſettled theſe Points, and being 
ſomewhat compoſed again, Mrs. Sharp re- 
collected the Letters ſhe had received from 
Mr. G—y—#7, and began to break open, 
and read them to herſelf; when, upon Per- 
uſal of the ſecond, ſhe could not reſtrain the 
Tears from trickling down her Face very 
plentifully. _ „ 

The Sight of this was ſo hateful to Sharp, 
that, catching her in his Arms, my deareſt 
Wife, ſaid he, why theſe Tears, without 
diſcloling to me the Occaſion of them? 
Alas! my Dear, replied ſne, my Father has 
ſent for me over Seas to him, when I * 
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| ſhould be permitted to have ſpent the 
Remains of my Life in England. My own 


native Country will be moſt ſtrange to me, Þþ 
as I myſelf ſhall be there a Stranger 3 for! 
eft it at five Years old. But we muſt not 5 
hope, I ſee, to enjoy this Life after one's I 
_ own Taſte; no, as I am dependent upon, 
ſo muſt I be ſubject to my Father's Plea» KF 
ſure; but what will become of us, ſhould i 
my Marriage be diſpleaſing to him, as no 
Doubt but it will, if he receives the firſt 1: 
Impreſſions of it from my Aunt's Colour- 
ings ; who, in Revenge for your Behaviour i 
to her, will place us in the moſt odious 
Light before him ? nu 13 
Sharp kiſſed her, and intreating her to 
dry up her Tears, aſſured her, he meant to 
prevent what ſo troubled her, if ſne would 
but ſubſcribe to his Advice in the Affair. 
This, ſne engaging to comply with, he told. 
her, ſhe ſhould that very Afternoon an- 3 
ſwer her Father's Letter, in the Manner 
himſelf would dictate to her; and that he 1 
would the next Morning look out for the 1 
firſt Ship ſailing to Jamaica, by which he 


would ſend it; when her Father being pre- 

poſſeſſed i in their Favour, before he ſhould 

receive Advice from her Aunt, whatever 

ſne might afterwards offer to him, would 
find the leſs Entertainment in his Breaſt, 
and 
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and poſſibly, being only taken for a Pique 
of the old Lady's, for her own Diſappoint. 
ment, be wholly diſregarded by him. 
Mrs. Sharp, highly approving this Coun- 
ci], wiped off her Tears, and grew joyous 
again, and, juſt before Dinner-time, ſhe 
ſent up a Servant to call her Aunt down to 
it; but ſhe deſired to have it ſent up to 
her, for that ſhe ſnould come no more a- 
mongſt them. 
Hereupon Mr. Sharp, who alt at any 
moderate Rate ſtill willingly ſubſift in the 
old Lady's good Graces, ſent up his Lady, 
to urge to her what he had at firſt concluded 
upon, if ſhe thought fit to accept it in good 
Part, and remain in Amity with them; or 
otherwiſe they muſt ſeparate from each 
other. She found her Aunt too far over- 
born by her Paſſion, to give the leaſt Ear 
to her Reaſonings; and exclaiming vehe- 
mently at the Deceit that had been put 
upon her; but Mrs. Sharp replied, that it 
was really her own Fault ; who, as having 
from her Years, and Relationſhip to her, a 
natural Sort of Superiority over her, im- 
ployed it to the diſtreſſing her in Things 
innocent, and of themſelves, even merito- | 
rious. 
She had been young herſelf. Mrs. Sharp 


told her, and, from natural Inclination, ſhe 
doubted 
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doubted not, had been deſirous of virtuous 


Freedoms with the Men, as well as other 
Perſons, or as ever ſhe herſelf was; then 
muſt it not be a deteſtable Thing, Madam, 


ſaid ſhe, to me, who have had thoſe Ap- 


petites in common with my Sex, to be re- 


marked in all Companies, for having an 


old Governeſs at my Elbow, watching every 
Word that I either ſpake, or was uttered 


to me? One, from whoſe Sight I could ne- 
ver be truſted ; one, who debarred me the 
Enjoyment of every youthful Party, that 
was out of Character for herſelf to appear 8 


in? 


Believe me, Madam. ſaid Mrs, Sharp, g 


this Behaviour of your's to me, not any 
over Warmth in my own Conſtitution, firſt 
prompted my Endeavours after Freedom, 
and encouraged me to ſurrender myſelf to 
the firſt Gentleman, who had Senſe and 
Contrivance enough, by eluding your Vi- 
gilance, to make Way for his Addreſſes to 
my Ear. 

People in Years, i added ſhe, 
mult not, for that very Reaſon, judge all 


who are not ſo for Fools: Youth, has its 
Paſſions to be ſerved, its fotticiativad to 
gratify; nor will it fail of Means, though 
not ever the moſt commendable, when it 


fnds itſelf ee the Benefits of human 
- Beings, 
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tion, that by fober Council only might be 


Courſe. What elſe could have won my 


Freedom of your Houſe? What elſe, think 
when he was there, to overlook me, in 
whom he delighted, and to pay all his Com- 


to me the more eaſy? And what elſe could 


as other Ladies at Liberty do, known ſome- 
what more of my Man firſt, and had made 
my Demands of a Settlement; both of 
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Beings, by its Seniors; for nothing can be 
more natural, than for the ſame Diſpoſi. 


bent to any Form, to ſpring with Violence 
from Compulſion, and revert to its natural 


Concurrence to that Farce of a Robbery 
upon us, by an Highway man of our own 
providing, that Mr. Sharp by his Gallantry, 
and the reſcuing of us, might gain the 


you, Madam, would have cauſed him, 


iments to you, whom he really, and men- | 
tally overlooked, but to make his Paſſage 


invite me to join in the Colluſion, but a 
Pri vation of my natural Liberty, which you 
took upon you to abridge ? ; | 

Reſtraint, added ſhe, is grievous to all, 
but eſpecially to generous Natures; nor, 
when I might have coveted Marriage, can 
I aſſert, had it not been for your Method: 
of precluding me, even from the Society of 
Men as much as poſſible; at leaſt, I had, 


which I have been compelled to avoid, in 
ES order 


the Curtain. 
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order to free myſelf from your rigorous 


Confinement of nme. 445088 - 

Think not then, Madam, added ſhe, 
that the cruſhed Worm will not turn upon 
the Foot that injures it, and that, by re- 
paying like Injury. You have put me un- 


der Reſtraint avowedly, in Contradiction to 


my Inclination; Mr. Sharp and I have 
countermined your Devices; but all behind 
We have each acted in Op- 
poſition to the other's Will, and each are 


o far blameable ; then never let one con- 


demn the other, herſelf in the ſame Predi- 


cament; when each, by releaſing other all 
paſt Injuries, may, now neither is dependent, 


ſubſiſt in future Tranquillity. - 

Though the old Woman, could but with 
Difficulty accord to her Niece's Reaſonings, 
yet there was ſomething ſo convincing in 
her Arguments, as ſhe could by no Means 
withſtand; nor mattered ſhe any Thing 


ſo much, ſhe ſaid, as Mr. Sharp's Impoſi- 


tion upon her good Nature, which ſhe 


knew not how to forgive; till her Niece re- 
plying, that her own Conduct having re- 
duced him to that Neceſſity, ſne muſt eſteem 


it not as aimed by Way of Injury againſt 
her, but merely, as without which he could 
never have brought his own Purpoſes to 


Perfection; and added, that as there had 


been 
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been Miſmanagement on both Sides, ſhe 
thought it was beſt for both Sides to paſ 


it off with a Joke, till they ſhould have 


laughed themſelves Into good Humour 
again. 22 | 

Mrs. Sharp took the moſt effectual Me. 
thod in the World, for compoſing all their 
Differences, by acknowledging her own, and 
her Huſband's Tranſgreſſions, at the ſame 
Time that ſhe condemned her Aunt ; for it 
is the abſolutely diſcharging one's ſelf, and 
accumulating all Blame upon one's Oppo- 


nent, that, for the moſt Part, keeps Quar- 
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rels; endleſs the adverſe Party generally 
bringing the ſame Way of reaſoning to his 
Aid: So that nothing being more contrary 
from Peace, than the Injuries each charges 
other with, without the leaſt Conceſſion from 
either of his own Error, little Hopes can 
remain of a good Harmony, ever to be re- 


ſtored · between them; but Mrs. Sharp tak- 


ing a milder Courſe, and having engaged 
that her Huſband ſhould beg her Aunt's 
Pardon for the Fallacy he had put upon her, 


in the Profecution of his Amour with her 


Niece, and never more mention it to her 

Diſgrace, ſhe at length deſcended with her 
Niece to Dinner ; after which, the Servants 
being withdrawn, and Sharp having per- 


formed the Fart his Lady had engaged 5 
they 
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they drank each other s Healths, and all 
was made up again, to the mutual Satiſ- 
faction of the Parties. 

Mrs. Sharp then informed her Aunt, that 
ker Father had ordered her over to him; 
ſeeming under vaſt Concern at the Thoughts 
of leaving England; nor indeed, was her 
Aunt a Whit leſs ſenſibly affected, by ſuck 
a Command, than herſelf as .it muſt infal- 
libly put a Period to the Grandeur ſhe had 
lived in, from her Niece's Infancy to that. 
Time: For though his Remitrances were 
| not ſo extraordinary, in her more Infant 

State; yet to her, who had but a very 
ſcanty Pittance of her own, they were an 
ample Revenue; but ſince her Niece had 
arrived to any Maturity, they having been 
annually increaſing, had ariſen to a fine In- 
come. | 

Their Heads were now all laid together, 
being all in the ſame Intereſt, for Means of 
diverting this melancholy Sentence, or at 
leaſt of protracting its Execution; till at- 
laſt it was unanimouſly referred to the old. 
Lady, to write ſuch an Anſwer to her Bro- 
ther's Requeſt, as might be moit prevalent. 


wich him, for permitting his Daughter ſtill 


to remain in England; Mr. Sbarp having 
given her his Honour, that ſhe ſhould have 
equal Enjoyment of whatever Allowance: 

Lol. I. . 
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ſhould be made from abroad to his Wife, 
as ever ſhe had before his Marriage; ſave 
that he ſhould expect his Wife to be the 
Houſekeeper, and to have the Management 
of the Family, not in Oppoſition to, but 
in Concurrence with her Opinion, which 
he aſſured her, notwithſtanding what had 
happened, he ſhould never ceaſe to eſteem. 
The old Lady being now come into their 

Meaſures herſelf, took Care of the Prepara- 
tions for conſummating their Nuptials, in 
the moſt decent and becoming Manner; 
and, as Mr. Sharp told them he had but one 
particular Friend in Town, whom he ſhould 

- chuſe to invite to ſup with him upon fo 
joy ful an Occaſion, they conſenting to it, 
he ſent for me. 

We ſpent the Night in all imaginable 
Pleaſantry ; drank the cuſtomary Healths, 
and, in ſhort, were as frolickſome as the 
| Occaſion required; till, having depoſited 
the Bride and Bridegroom, 1 returned again 
to my Lodgings; but was ever after as one 
of the Family, both dining and ſupping 
there whenever I pleaſed, and was as wel- 
come to the Ladies as to Fack himſelf; nor 
was he at all backward in the Performance 
of his Part of our firſt Contract, but con- 
ſtantly ſupplied me, even to my ow 

1 Tear 8 Deſire; but nor this, nor whateve 
- elſe 


CD wy — 


LE * 2 * . 2 


turned from Bath, which expenſive Place, 


| juch . as ſhe muſt be in the World,. 
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elſe could happen beneficially for me, would 
allay the Depreſſion of my Spirits; nay, It 
even increaſed it, the more ha ppily we 
lived, to find myſelf ſtil] his Depebe ae L 
poor Caft- off, tricked, and deluded Sufferer, 
by the Retraction of the once loved Miſs 
Gatewell, from both my Sight, and Know- 
ledge, without Redemption. 
Bur, to return to the preſent Tranſ- 
actions; the old Lady having the next 
Day performed the Taſk enjoined her, pro- 
duced it to her Nephew and Niece for their 
concurrent Approbation z when Mrs. Sharp, - 
as beſt verſed in her Aunt's Hand- writing, 
ig! it | aloud to her Huſband, as follows. | 


Mrs. Grace WEST HORN, Boos 
To the Honourable Colonel W ESTBORN. 


— n . 6 „ 6 ; N . = . 
4 - r ARE oo FO IT, Ws bu 2" Ps L 2 1 5 Ln: r R 4 ; . 
— fag ins - at K Ki dM * 5 8 , Se e wks rage end ap « - E 3 . 2: 
r ER CP * 3 ee 8 A 2 rr W n 5 ER; == tf 3 R 
k : 52 N 1 5 r A+ ST br - * E 0 : 3 N 8 n r = 2 SPY IG 4a 7 = 2 
WF —_— 2 * k 1 Gs.) 8 2 — . P39 & "28. 4 % —_ 22 PTS uy. TR n „ n E n r : : 
- 8 L b 8 I . r Se = ©. by A IL,» r - gk + A et 4 2 3 SRL * 
Ty * r PoE as rk 4.8 N ; 0 l 
« vg , 2 2, 4 22 
en — _— 3 g 2 


Dear BROT HE N, 


Received your kind Letter by N Mr. G-y-t, 
and your Daughter and I acknowledge 
our Obligations, for the laſt Remittance 
you made us, which arrived in the very 
Nick for our Service, we being but juſt re- 


had well nigh drained us of all that we had 
by us: For I think, that a young Lady of 
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early as poſſible, and by Degrees too; not 
be thrown into 1t all at once, whenever ſhe 
becomes her own Miſtreſs. ... We had in our 
Minds cut out Work. of the like Kind, for 
the Employment of ſeveral other Seaſons; 


but your Demand of her home to you, if 


immediately complied with, will ſubvert 


all our Projects, and leave Ahandance of 


Things and Places, both unſeen, and ue 
known by her, at her Departure, 

Give me Leave therefore, dear Brother, 
to become an Advocate for her remaining 


with me a few Years longer: For now 1s 


her Time of remarking upon Things, and 


Actions, profitable for her future Conduct 
in Life, the giddy Heat of juvenile Blood 


abating in her, and admitting Diſcretion in 
its Room : Beſides, really, Brother, it will 
be one of the greateſt Pities in Nature, 


that a young Lady, perfectly fair and beau- 


tiful, and defigned for W Life, ſhould; 


in the very Prime of her Age, whilſt all the 


World Weak her, be hurried away to your 
hot Country, amongſt a Set of Negroes, 
where the Sun, in Envy to her Complexion, 


- will ſoon change it to their Hue, without 


future Poſſibility of recovering it. 
As for the Hopes, you ſay, you have of- 


marrying her abroad, . elſe can it be 
eſteemed 


1 
8 * 
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eſteemed by her, but bury ing her there? 
For can you WOnckive that ſhe, who has 
been ſo long converſant with the EAR 
Modes and Gentry, can ever, without the 


extremeſt Regret, behold herſelf baniſned 


into a foreign Country, as your's will be to 
her, though ſhe ſhall find herſelf one of 
prime Quality there! ? And, as I may ſay, 
a Kind of perty Sovereign ; for her Wen, 
will ſtill be but Negroes. 

If it proves your - Will that he ſhall re- 
turn, we muſt acquieſce, and ſhe will obey 
vou; but truſting” that your Affection for 
my Niece, and a Deſire to ſee her, and have 
her near you, rather than any Conſiderations 
tending to her own Intereſt or Pleaſure 
have prevailed for your ſending for her; I 
beg Leave to make you this Remonſtrance, 
before ſhe attempts the Voyage, which ob, 
all other Things ſhe is the moſt averſe, 
from, ſhe being ſubject to the Nread of no- 
thing ſo much as Water; that, upon Re- 
feftion had with yourſelf, you may retract 
your Sentence, and rather afford us the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you here, than utterly to con- 
demn ſo charming a young Lady, as my 
Niece, to an abſolute Privation of the na- 
tural Vermilion of ſuch a Skin, as the 
wightieſt Princeſs | upon Earth might be 
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Let me have a compliant Anſwer from 


1 dear Brother, for which I ſhall not ceaſe 
= to > hope, as alſo for your own Health and 
= Felicity, whilſt I remain, 

4 5 Dear BroTHER, 

== | Your AﬀeSGionate Siſter, 

. $ Grace WESTBORN, 
Mrs. Sharp having gone through it, ſaid, 
== ſhe was mightily obliged to her Aunt, for 
chat ſhe approved it highly, and aſked Mr, 
=_ Sharp what he thought of it? who ſaid, he 
41 was perfectly of her Mind, and had every 
=_ Obligation to his Aunt for it; z there being 
but one Thing that he could any Ways con- 
=_ demn it for. 
= - The old Lady deſiring him to point that, 
dut to her, that it might be rectified. Sharp 
replied, that ſhe had mentioned the ſeaſon- 
able Arrival of the laſt Sum, the former 
WW being all exhauſted, or to that Purpoſe. 
Nov, he ſaid, that if the old Gentleman 
= uſually made them the like half yearly Re- 
$ | mittances, he feared, leſt he ſhould ima- 
4 ' gine two ſingle 1 not a little extrava- 
gaat, who could not make ſuch a Sum ſut- 
| fice them, for at leaſt ſix Months, 

[7 Oh! ho! ſaid the old Lady, trouble not 
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your Head about that. I know my Bro- 
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ther better than you do. He loves Mon x 
next his own Life, at the Bottom; though!” | 
he, and his Countrymen love to- appear 
grand, that they may be talked of; but if 
he knew we could make a Figure upon leſs, 
we ſhould have that only. This makes me 
always appear to be in Want, that he may 
rather increaſe, than diminiſh it, which is 
what has brought him to afford us what he 
does. . | 
[ humbly beg Pardon, good Madam, 
ſaid Sharp, for wading beyond my Depth." 
] perceive there will be a Myſtery in al! 
Sciences, and muſt own, this is what! i 
comprehended not; but your Argument is 
perfectly juſt, added he, and I have done. 

The old Lady having copied it over, ver- 
batim, fair, Sharp was diſpatched to hear 
of ſome Ship bound to thoſe Parts, and in a 
few Days it departed. Thus ſtood Sh ee 
Affairs, till the Return of the old Gentle- 
man's Anſwer. 850 0 5 
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I; Fa BOOK 8 lately Publiſhed, 


* A Compendious HisTorRy of the Orp and 

New TesTAMENT, extracted from the 
e BIBLE; and adapted to all Capacities. Where. 
dy. the Reader may be enabled, in an Eofy, Plofant, 
and Speedy Manner, to become learned in the Sacred 


KLrriptures 
Inter per ſid avith feitabli Reflections, 
and adorned with 120 curious Copper. Plate Cuts, 


| Iivelily repreſenting each Hiſtory. I he Seventh Edi 
tion, corrected. price only 28. bound is 8 


2. 4 Treatiſe on Vierue and Haypiness. By 
Thomas Netilein, M. D. F R S. The Fourth Edi- 
tion, corrected, and very much improved by the Au- 


thor. Price found "SHA ® 
8 * A 39 


1 3. The Pavrent JESsTER; or, Winter-Evmnirg's 
_ Companion. Containing a moſt agreeable Compoſition 
of Wir and WIspOou, wiz. Salutary Jeſs, Keen Re- 
partees, Moral Tales, Inſtructive Fables, Allegorital 
Stories, Anecdotes, c. c. c. The Whole being 
calculated to improve the Underſtanding, to make the. 
Heart merry, and to inſtil virtuous Principles; and is 
therefore a proper Companion t» render the long and 
tedious Winter Evenings both pleaſant and improving. 


Let modern Wits obſcene Entendres prize ; 
Jets my Advice Be Merry and. be Vide: 


Price /exwed, is. Gd. 
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